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* HONORABLE HIS VERT-GOOD 
LORD, AMBROSE EAKLE OF AN 
wiche, Maiſter of her Maieſties Ordinance, 
Night of the noble order of the Gatter, and 


one of her Highnefſe moſt honorable  _ 
pruuie Counlell. | 


Genes GreronD wikeh inveaſeefal true bapp 
weſſe and honor, with the continuall comfort it 
of a good conſcience, 


Nothing doubt (right Honorable )bur that 
it will ſeeme great raſhnefſevnto ſame, and 
no ſmall folly, to offer and preſent ſofimple + Ws 
and ſlender a booke as this is, vnto your _ 


Lordſhip : for what doth ir ſeeme to bring - = 
with it worthie the perſon of a Nobleman ? There is nd 2 
pompe in the maner of ſpeech, ſor it is rude x | <7 


like: the matter it ſelfe is not handled as a difpuratio 
berweene deepe Diuines, but after the'maner of ploy 
men and carcers : a great abſurditie thetefore ap 
in this, that an honorable perſon of great digni 
be called for, as it wete to ſtand by and heute ſuc 
| Good cauſe there zs therfote that 1 ſhoald render ſong. 
reaſon of this my boldneſſe, which I will willingly doz rot 
vic that which the heathen Poet faith pod 54 3A 
Si canines ſyluas, ſylus ſunt conſule dine, "LE . 
wil not ſuffice: for aſthough reſpecting the things \ FLY 
Ihandle, becauſe they belong to the trees that * 
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woods and groucs,as the vine doch the bramble buſh ye 
neuertheleſic he hath ſo richly decked his baſe and beg- 
getly matier, be hathſo clothed it in filkes from top to 
toe, and hath hanged ſo many iewels ypon it, that it 
find entertainment, and be thought meete for the courts 
of Princes, whereas mine being veuic poorely clad, will 
be reieRed. I will expreſſe therfore a better reaſon of my 
doing, which is this, As thoſe which haue corne fields, 
thinke it not a thing vnmeete to be told by their ſeruants 
of thiſtles and weeds, which would hinder and marre the 
corne, if they prouide not to haue them plucked yp: eu 
fol know that it is not an vnworthy thing, to ſhew vnto 
thoſe which are of high calling, the hurtfull and dange- 
rous weedes which would oucrgrow and choke the hea- 
venly ſeede of the Goſpell, ſowen in the Lordes field, 
When as our Church there fore & common wealth, be- 
ing the Lordes husbandt ie, is ouergrowen with weedes, 
and almoſt layd waſt, I ſee no cauſe wherfore 1 may juſt» 
ly be blamed, for giuing notice thereof in ſome part yn» 
to your honour.Secing the principall cauſes, and foune 
taines from whence curruprions flow, are to be taken a- 
way and dried vp, by thoſe whom God hath placed in the 
| roomes;Among which, the want of a fincere mi- 
ſteric of the word is the greateſt : through abſence of 
which,there is a flood of ignorance and darknefſe, ouer- 
8 moſt part of the land ache feare of God is ba- 
niſhed from the greateſt part: the wondetfull heapes and 
piles of finne, which ſhould be waſhed and cleanſed a- 
way by the word, do vndoubtedly with one voyce cry a- 
** lowdinthe eares of the Lord, for vengeance vpon the 
4H whole tealme. The Papiſtes cannot be conueried, but 
TH and turned out of the way, there is ſo foule diſ- 
order, and ſo many ſtumbling blockes caſt in the way, 
The Deuill hath elbow roome to ſpread abroad, to plant 
and water all kinde of errours, ſo few there be towith< | 
Rand him . But to come to that particular which 1 
handle in this Ireatiſe : there are the moſt in un, 
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who having Popetie taken from and not | 

e in rt „ doe _—_ 

men indifferent; ſo that they may quietly enioy rhe 

world, they care not what religion come: they are like 

naked men,fit and ready for any coate almoſt that may 

id an na wt - Thelife of theſe is exceeding pro- 
e,they 


haue hardned themſelues in their finnes, by 


reaſon which they gather partly out of their own braine, 
and partly out of ſome ſayinges in the word, by which 
they cloake and defend their one corrupt wayes. I 
haue therefore gathered the moſt common princi 

of cheir faith and religion, by which they arme them 
ſelues, againſt true repentance , & right vnderſtanding 
Ihaue not noted all, neicherhaue l medled with thole 
ſeuerall groſſe abſurdities, which each hath proper to 
himſelfe, for that ſhould be infinite. I truſt your Lord · 


ſhip will tightly conſtrue my good meaning, and take in 


good worth this ſimple Treatiſe: pity ing che caſe ofthe 
poore Church of Chriſt , which is ſo tall of gri 

ſickaeſſes and ſores, that vnleſſe ſhe be relieued and cu» 
red, ſhe will ſcarce be able to continue life. She cannot 
but moft humbly craue this dutie at the handes of thoſe 
which are neare abour her deare nurſe: from whom ſhe 
hath now long time receiued wonderfull protection and 
defence againſt aduerſaries, that they make knowne her 


ſcate, & labour the recouety and retaining of het health. 


becauſe it doth ſtand not onely with their eternall glo· 
rie in the world to come, but alſo with theit honourable 
eſtate ia this life. Which cannot be eſtabliſhed to floriſh 
in continuance, vnleſſe che Lord God haue his throne 


ſo erected in the middeſt of her, that ſhe N florith, 


For where he is diſhonored and deſpiſed uf thoſe whom 
ſhe noutiſheth im her boſome, her caſe is da 
for it is aga inſt all wiſe pollicie, to make him an 


®Y 


"4 
CY 


ne whohath all power, & of himſelfe is able co rote M | >} 


and deſtroy mighty kingdomes:ſo thatifſhe 


nour & league wich him, chere is no feare of aa di 2 


A uy 


The Epifl lo dedicatorie 
' This Lord of Lords, and moſt mightie king, increaſe 
abundantly in you all heavenly and ſpirituall graces, 
with increaſe of honour in this world, to his glorie nd 
your eternal! comfort, Amen, 


Tour Honours moſt 


| bumble to command, 


GEORGE GIFFORD, 
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A | * 2 1 
A briefe al ;ſromrſe e ſe of certaine 
pointes of the religion which is a- 


mone the common ſort of Chriſtians which 
©" may betermedthe Countrey dininity:with 


4 plaine and manifeſt confutation of 
the ſame , after the order of © 


a Dialogue. 
Zeloter. eAtheor,” 


3 
Zelotes. 


4 V ouertaken my friend. 
VV - e-1:heos. I thanke you Sir. 22 
| e. How farre do ye traugl e TR 
* Do you dwell in Ellert 1 i 
E — Pea, not farre from Chelmefozd;: 3 
1 ' iZelor. What cal ye chetonn where fe dd 5 > 


ew. >. 


+ — 


a 


Arb. G. B. Jﬀirh 18 
Zelot. Haue ye a Preacher thaw: 177 nene, 5 
Arb. We Gans an honeſt man ant Carat. 

i'eZelot. Doth he teach his flocke? 2340386 . No 7 | 
Ath.; Ye doth his good will, and moge pol RE 
cannot require ot a man. 5 5 Jos 2 fol 
Zelot. Le did commend him 1cenfow;;t LG 2 
nem. | 1 55 
1 Commend bime yea agree, = 
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| 2 255 "The Countrie Xojnitie, 
Telit. 1 pray y ye let me heare what his vep« 
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eb , for which ye do cõmend him fo highly. 1 
Aub. Me is as gentle a perſon as euer Jlet |} 
: very god fellow, be wil not ſticke * 

fellowes and honeſt men meete together, to 
ſpendhis groate at the alehouſe: J cannot tell, 
they pꝛeach and pzeach,but he doth live as wel 
as the beſt of them all. Jam afrapd when he is 
gone, we ſhall neuer haue the like againe. 
Zelot. Be cheſe the great vertues which ye 
docommend him for? he may haue all theſe, e 
> be more meete for to keepe ſwine, then to 


3 ſhepheard ouer the flocke of Chriſt : is he 
K þ. envi the people , and doth he inſtruct . | 
them in Gods word? 
Ath. I know not what teaching ve would 
baue, be dottfreade the Seruice as well as any . 


ol them all, and J thinke there is as god edify- 


- — A. thoſe pꝛapers and Homelies, as in any 


1 thoſe fir 
-\ -». Zelar. That is not all which is requ 


ee tan make ; let vs learne 


iredin a 
Miniſter, for a boy of ten yeares oldea can doeall 


reproue naughtineſſe among the 


eee foz if there be unx 
Agra, bee will ſerke fo2 to F 


way, to make charitie: hee is none of 


| godly 
DUN 


not bee lo well liked ot ſome (and thoſe not of 

the meaneſ as he is. 4 
 'Zelor. Doe ye call the Preachers of Gods 
word buſie controllers? doe they go further 
then Gods worddoth leade them? 


. Ate, We may.call them buſte control 
lers, Jthinke we ſhall doe nothing ſhoztly, as 
po2e amanas Jam, J would not foz ſoztis 


| thillings that we had one ot them, there bes 
moze eee 21 
'. Zelor. Some poore men perhaps. 


Pariſh, who 
our Curat 3 if hes 


e Atb. Nay , the belt in the 
4 would not ſo well like of 
ſhould meddle that way. 
-  Zelot, I perceiue now what maner of mam 
your Curat is, & I (ce, like maifter like ſcholer. 
"th: Whyfo Jpzay ye? . 4 
© Zelor, Why ſo, Iſmell how vnmeete he ic, = 
nd alſo how ignorant you are Let me ques: -- 
tion a litle while with ye cõcerning that alk 55 = 3 
ye haue vttered, . 
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: ray that you are a carnall man, f c | 
1 ade a verie fine deſcription of a go 
te: what meane ye when ye ſay, hee is 
Alon and wilt not ſticke to ſpend ius i 


8 ang good ſello ves, is it not becaule he 
. 2a ; 4 
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Fg no recreation, hut a torment toa godly minde; 


4 "The Countic diviniie 
pot companion ? 
 Atb. DPovemiſlike god felowlhip.is lend 
lawfull fo honeſt men to dzinlie tbe eee | 
together ? 

Zelot. Ido not miſlike r hich 
is in the Lord, knit in true godlines, — I miſs 
like this vice which ouerflowerth.cucry where; 
thatdrunkards meet together and ſit quaffing, 
and the miniſter which ſhould reproue them! 
tobe one of the chiefe: when hee thould be at 
15 ſtudy, to be upon the le- bench at cardes ar 

ice. 

Aub. J perceine you are one of thoſe an 
aut and pꝛetiſe tellowes, which will allow no 
recreation: iubat would ye have men doe? wo | 
ſhall do nothing ſhoztly. You would haue thã 
l n their ales, I like not 
Lelot. Nay my friend, l do not allow that re- 
creation;which prophane men call ſo, which is 


to ſet men drunken, to heare them ſweare and 

rayle, to ſpend their goodes and their time fo 
lendly 290 hee that i, ould teach them, to be a 
ringleader:as there be many as it ſcemeth.whicii 
are knttec into tlie miniſterie, ſot none other Þ 4 
but to liue an idle life, to haue leyſur? 
y at cardes, or tables, and bow les all 2 
— . therfore they hane no skill to % 
bue corny in: 2 ate not n for 


the dung lull. * N 0 
Aub. 


The'Countrie diuinitie. 
Arb. Theſe things were bled befoze von 
were boꝛne, and will be when you are gone, 
ſo: long as men thinke no hurt when they 
play and be merrie. N 
Zelot. I perceiue ye are ofthe right ſtampe, 
e are light vpon au argument, which may wel 
G termed old Suresbee , becauſe it bringetha 
reaſon which doth ſticke by many, when allo- 
ther reaſons forſake them. But let vs pull this 
old fellow out of his new coat; and ye ſhall fee 
what a leane ſhrimpe he is, and ſo feebl e, that he 
cannot go on ſtilts. Theſe things were rate 
you, before you were borne, fowere all 
maughtie vices;arethey now good becauſe 
be old? becauſe men committed them b 
was borne, and will do when Fam dead? © 
Ath. I meane not ſo, but there wert a 
men, and wiſer then be now among eur 
{| fathers : and they would re 
lowed ſuch things, it they had not bene 
they knew well inough what they did 
vs be moze pꝛeclle then they werk. e 
| © Zelor, Iperceiue you ground your acer 
your doings vpõ men, & not vpon 
F. © 4h. Ipꝛap God 3 may follow are 
Derrtdeee woꝛſe the they did: that houls 
lecke fo2 fo be wiſer oz bettet then kh 
1 would we could do but as well as | 
2 TEM Do you not thinke that ae Val 2 
amor owe odefhehicrs, theeues, 3 NY 
eee ſuchlk erer 


„ Ka eee D 3. * 
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he Countrie dininide. 

. Ath. Ithinke there baus bens aliwayes es | 

doers,and wilbe till the wozldes end. 

Zelot. Would ye haue vs to follow thoſe; | 

and to take their vices? bo 
. Ach. We are not to follow any thing but 


tat which isgod:anv thoſe which were godly 


in 6 Is there. any thing good, but that 
which God ſetteth done in his word? & were 
21 wile and godly , but ſuch as did follow the 
of God expreſſed in his word? 

Anh. There 's nothing god but of God,and 
luch as do as he commaundeth. 

Zelot. Then you ſee old ſuresbee layd flat v 
pon the gr , and your luſtie J is 
manifeſted to bee but skinne and bones, and 
the ſame halfe rotten : for now by your 
owne confeſſion doeth follow, that the —_ 
of God is the onelie rule, and we muſt follow: 
our forefathers no further then they follow the 
word of God. You muſt not follow Dauid nor 
Abraham in euery thing they did. Furthermore. 
alſo theſe naughtie vices and corrupt cuſtomes 
came from the wicked forefathers, & not from 
the godly,which followed Gods word, | 
That is true, but J will follow our 
foelthrs now there is no lous, then they: | 
„ and made merrie toge-: | 
«non eee 1 
- - Fiery man oz himſelfe , and areready to pull 
one another by the thzoate. * 

640. 


1 a man admoniſh & reproue you for ny 


2 B. Leer 
he 91 re 1 rites ; 


Zelot. There are butafew of your „ 8 


I chis thing, are there? 
Ab. Ves the greateſt pa 
moſt none, but they will 
-  Zelot. If the greateſt part be oye ; 
wherfore is there not then a great deale of lous 
& friendſhip, where you ſay there is none ẽ]-＋πe . 
doe ye not being the moſt in number repairs 
{ the ruines of that old faithful — — 
ye ſay is decayed?Ye ſay that there was ſoue and 
friendſhip, and ye ſeeme to lament the Want of 
them, and yet there is none in your ſelues: for ye 
be verie full of malice and ſtrife . Is there any 
buzzard ſo blind, but that he may eſpie your 
grolle follie and vanitie in this point, when 
with 12 mouth. ye cry for loue, loue, & be the 


greateſt enemies thereunto your ſelues?ꝰ More- 


ouer, ye follow your owne fond and doating 
opinion, that ye imagine a thing which neuer 
woas, for the world hath euer bin bke it cli fu 
of debate and ſtrife, a very few in alla 4 
haue had true loue. Againe, you call none lou, 2 
but that carnall loue, which is in eating & dim. 

king and otherfcoliſh delights. That hiess 

tze true loue, you condemne to be 9 


8 


| Geviccmhich i beg, 


ſtampe & ſtare like mad men, & ſay ow 


V no loue: except a man do flatter & bepirs.. 
takerof your foule and eaſily nn veg 6 5; 0h 


deadly hatred with him But let vs perarn again” 2 


- lining:manpof pour ſpirituall men are neuer 


pp with 1t,and bea murtherer, wil his good houſe- 


52 Ath, He which doth murther the ſoule. 4 


bodies, committed vnto him, & doth pine them 
to death, isa murtherer: and he which ſhould 


Th. = Jininiri » of * 
Robert, ye ſayd he was as good a liuer as 
ſt of them all. 


* 


ſatiſfied: fo with that poꝛe lining he hath, be 
dath kepe a god houſe, and doth ferde the pw2e. 
- \Zelot, You proue him to be a good liuer, by 
comparing him with thoſe which are worſe: It 
is all one as if a mã would proue a theefe which 
hathſtolen twentie pound to be a good theefe, 
becauſe hee is not fo euill as he which hath ſto- 


len a thouſand pounds. & 
- Ach. Ye doe not well to compare true men 
with thenes. * | 


Zelot. Is not he a theefe which doth take the 
hire, & doth not that which ke ſhould do for it? 
.- Ath, Me is as god as a thefe,J thinke ſo. 
elot. Do not they rob then which take the | * 
hung and do not feede the flocke? Let me aslce 
e a queſmion, if a man rob and ſteale, and then 
e a good houſe, and feaſt his neighbours 


Pe 


make him a good luer? 
Zelot. Let me aske ye another queſtiõ: Which 
is the worſe murtherer, he which doth murther 
the body or he which doth murther the ſoule? 


Felot. Then hee which ſhould feede mens 


Pu . = PF we =» but 


tecde 


a. 


- 
2 
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feede. mens ſoules, and doth ; 846-47 Sa 
greater murtherer : and ſo bis good houſe kee 
ping cannot wake him a good ie en- 0 


M, and ꝶ illing ſo many. 


eAth. I will not belcue that hee doth 10 
an 
al. Thar! 's . ail not belecue 
the ſaying of Chriſt If the blind lead the blind 
they both fallinto.the ditch nor ——— 
ſaue men by the word preached. | 
Ath. Jhope we be not blind, J truſt we bes 
lirue all well. 

: Zelot,. Nou are blind, & ſhould haue a guide 
to lead ye the way to heauen, and to inſtruct ve 
in true godlineſſe. 

Ath. * will not learne the way fo heauen 
ok any man, fo2 J hope J haue as god a faith, 

and as god a ſoule God ward as the beſt lear⸗ 
ned of them all. 

Zelot. Whereby do you trie your goodneſſe 
& your fach any other way then by your n 
blind fantalic? S 
 eAth. Imeane well: J hurt no mn why; 

I thinke no man any hurt: J laue God aboue 
all: t put my whole truſt in him: what would 
ye haue moze ? they pꝛeach and teach, theꝝ tan 
tell vs no moꝛe but this, when hey een 
 ſapd what they can. 

Zelot. Now ye tumble it vp cogether in- 
deede : | ſec well it is no ſmall trouble to —_— 
an ignorant man to ſee his follie. : 


»  &@ 3 Oo» ©2 
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0 e Cc dininir! 2 


ſay not well,Jamready foz to learne. 
(© Zelor, What neede you learne, when you 
no all aforchid, cuen as much as all the prea- 
thers can tell ye? 
Ab. Pe take meat the wozlt, the wileſf of 
bs all may learne. 
Zelot. Lou ſaid, that ye loue God aboue all, 
and you thinkeno man no hurt: I take it your 
is, that ye do loue God with all your 
— 2 your neighbour as your ſelfe, & more 


= this cannot be taught. þ 
Ath. We ſhould doe + this, if we doe if not, ( 
God fozatue vs; 


ala. This is all, is it not, what needeth any 
more teaching? 

Arb. Let men do this firſf,and afterward, 
if tdey will learne moze, let them. 


Selot. Ye giue verie graue aduiſe now , if 
there were any to follow it. 


eh, J haue no learning, but J thinke if | 
men would doe this, it wouldnot be lo euill as 


ie. 
Zelot, If euery thing which is ſpoken true 


ly,beſpoken wiſely , then you haue vttered a 
verie wile ſaying, tor Iam ſure there cannot be 
Atruer. 


indeede ye haue no learning, 2 
nas you far of men (RoHEOY 0 that, 7 
aero wad eu 
Ah. Pe thinke peraduenture that pense 
like a fwle; A would J were as wiſe as thoſe |* 


Wins, 
The erde diuinitic. $f 11 * 
{th Theare ſay fo. TL IVY 
whith 7 Haue ye many of theſe eat wiſe 
men, which would liaue men firſt the bn | 
Commaundements and then run ty he care Ser 
mony 
ih. All things arc well fpoken whichars 
well tak#:if they be net wiſe pap Go make 
wiſe: J haue do 
99. — Ve are a plaine ene 
out ward thin wall egiue me 
you a © RGA e d heteinye aue Ve. 
Gerlanding? 
* 4b. Ithanke God J dare ae bahn; 
on. 
Zelot. Arevea carpenter or a * | 
Arb. J häue nofhltthat way, * 5 

Zelot. Then if thetę bea great ifef gag 
ber and ſtone to build, ou cannot bulld it. 

Atb. Iktbete were nd better briiltiers then 
I,thcre would not be lo many gayhouleg,”” 

Zelot. one ſhould (ay kete is à very fare 
houſe to be builded it is no more but to ſay a 
good foundation jto raiſe vp the wals and 106 
niſh the roofe, you kno this all: N | 
can build it, for ye know all. 

44, J know this is all: but J can di neter 
awvhit of it, vnleſſe acarpenter oz a r do 
teach me. | 

*Z:let: Ye ſay well, euen fo to lous God with 

tour bent, with all our mind, & our neg * 


- 1 Sour (citc16all, bue Ce Con: 


>, fritrodoandaſterward to learne. 
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one iot of it, vnleſſe we be taught it outof Gods 


Arb. God graunt we map, fu there be duer 
many | 


ich da not regard it, | 
Selot. me now as ke yon further, pug | 
caſe one ſhould ſay vnto you, thus, you know | 
all that is to be done in building an houſe: the | 
foundation, the walles , andthe roofe, doe theſe | 
firſt, if ye will learne any more, ye may go to 
ſome carpenter. | 94 
Ach. There is no man ſo fwlith, to giue a 
man that countell. 1 
Zelot. It is the counſell you gave, & the wile | 
men which ye ſpake of, which would haue mẽ 


Ath. Ray to doe that they know, and afters | * 
Ward fo ſearne moze : foz there was neuer 


i and leffe doing. | 

Zelot, Itis a verie 11 caſe to ſee, how the 
t a e bring not this out of your 
owne a : for there be very many wiſe and 
olly heades, which ſtand much vppon this 
which you ſpeake they neuer ynderltood that — 
which Solomon faith, Proverb, 1 cap. 23. verſ. 
Ve fooles bee enemies vnto knowledge, or hate 
knowledge · Neither do they know that which [, 
Saint Paule ſpealceth 1. Corinth. 8. verſ. a. If any f 
man thinke lie knoweth any thing, he know 
eth nothing as yet, as hee ought to knowe. 
They neuer conſidered what the holie Ghoſtig 
faich in the latter ende of the fiſth Chapter ta 


* 
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the Hebrewes and"tivalfth verſe. x here he dot 


ly reproue them, becauſe t chil. 
apy nt Nee hen 


dren in in vnderſtanding. 
that all well doing proceedeth From Earth” 1550 


fath doth increafe through know meet gre 


meth me keep he tne L mg is 


{6 buzzardly. 
 Ath. Port worltdhane all men dintnes, I 


: thine tis not fo ploughmen to inevple with 


'ſpeaketh the Lord by the Prophet 
| Fend My people periſh for want of now 


the Scrt 
. thinkeſo, but Tprs proyyon ou to h 
y 


when 


edge. Vnto hem fpeaketh the Lord by the 


Prophet Hoſcas.chap.$.1:2. when he Gy 


i; ho truth. there isnomercy, nor 
of God in the land but fwearing,ly1 


theening,commirting adulterie, 


walice, bee not children in vnderſtandi Smd 


dine 
4 wrote S. Paule, ſaying: Brethren bet chil = 


ynto whoa vvrote S. Peter exhorting'fo much 
ynto knowledge? | 20 


Ich. I thinke: tnowiedge dothiniatls Mun 


the wo:ſe,fo2 there be nd wanſe men ie mas 


| 
. 
W- 


55 


ny that be great Scripture men: none will de⸗ 


ch gige a man ſoner then they: they will kpealt 


Aman fatre befoꝛe his face, and be ready bes 
his backe fo; ko cut hes thꝛoart. 

ene It ſeemeth tłrit you are no ſmall man 

e 8 a great deale of good ſtuffe in oy if 
would vtter il * 

ij 
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_ 


Ath, J 1 many ſay ſo:if J ſpeake leads 
ly. there r that do ſo, 
Zelot. If knowledge make men the works, | « 
ence is It F neg that is not good ofit ſelfe, fox 

rb make a man cuil: is 


any ehh will ay.., that to know 
e will of God which iz ismoſt holy and 
2 make a man the worſe? No, theſe men 
then beaſts. Againe, the morea man 


God, the worſe he ſhould beʒa very 
la je. Moreouer you are greatly 
d, when ye thinkethatall choſe which m 
of the Scriptures haue knowledge. fc 5 


8 verie many carnall pratlers , whichl fo 
aber much, and yet are as blind} in 


theſe are nauglitie men, not be. in 


knowledge, but becauſe th Fic 


ck 5 tell aman ſhall heare the tut 


lars. le out of the Bible. 46» 
oO No doubt a great deale more thay 
rſtand a nom when ſuch doe not lia 


. doch it follow. that Gods word ma c — 
chem worke ? n be dd Ader l <fin 


cannot ſee , that becauſe theyę is verie litle * 
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vet ſi 2. It is ſayd by the ſonnes of Ely that 
were the ſonnes of Beliall, and knew not God: 
and yet they were inſtructed in the law , and 
3 people . And for mine owne past! 
could neuer perceiue that any wicked man 
could preach worth a button: Imeane concer- 
ning, the chiefe thing required in preaching, 
which is the declaratiõ of the power of the ſpi- 
rite, which ought for to appeare, to the conuer- 
fion of ſinfull men. For to lay open pointes of 
doctrine, they may do it well. 

Ath,.: Jt is not fo2 vs that are ſimple men 
fo: to iudge who doth well. and who doth not. 
Zelot. Les that it is, for Saint lohn ſaichztrie 

the ſpizites whether they be of God: Our Saui- 
our Chriſt Gayth, my ſheepe heare my voyce, a 
ſtrangerthey will not heare. Wherepon it doth 
— he which knoweth not when pure 
ſoctrine and wholeſome is vttered, is not as 0 
among the number of the ſhcepe of Chriſt. For 
if he were indued with the ſpite of God, be 
ſhould by the ſame ſpirit feele when wholſome 
doctrine is deliuered vnto him. 
At, If aman be learned, tben he ſhall be 

able ta iudge what is (apd rightly: other wiſa 
be cannot tell. cc 
elit, Itis not learning alone whick mult : 
iudge of found preaching, for. there be mami |, 
learned men which can not iudge well, as ale 1 
there be many vnlearned. whichare verie wel 
able to diſcerne: all licthin'thig polnt . the do G, 


* 
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Arine is of God and not of men, and therefore 
fchoſe do feele it & judge riehely, whether they 
be learned or vnlearned, whom God doth in- 
1 ward! y teach with his ſpirite: for this cauſe S. 
. Paule, 1.Cor.1 4. doth ſhewe, that the word of 
© F Godis ſo to be lay d open in the congregation, 
that if there come in a man vnlearned or an in- 
fidell, he may be reproued and judged, and the 
ſecretes of his heart made manifeſt. For if the 
ft word be not preached vnto the conſciences of 
men, it gocth away like a dead ſound But we go 
into many matters, I haue not forgotten your 
former words: but perhaps ye would be loch to 
come to that againe. 
417“. J am not achamed or any thing which 
3 ſaid, and J hope J nede not. 
Eclot. No, your wares are ſo fine, ye need not 
care ho view them, you loue G aboue al), a 
and with all your heart. 
- Ach. That 2 do, oz elle J were a beat, A 
would he were hanged which vothnot that. 
Zelot. Te loue your neighbour as your * 
Ath. Jf J do not Jpzap God tozgine me, A 
am ſure no man can accuſe me. 
Zelot. Then you looke by this meanes ta 
come taheauen ? 
Alb. Jhope it there bee but thzee in all this 
tountrep go to heauen, J ſhalbe one of them, Y 
| mrane ſa well, 
Zelot. Ye knowe the commaundements of 
God, and fulfill om” an 50. 
in 
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. Ath. Jthanke God Jknow them: and will 
fulfil them as nigh as God ſhal giue me grace. 

Zelot. Do you breakenone of them? 

Ath. Me — them all of vs daylp and 
hourely : foz there is no man which can keeps 
them all, 

Eclot. Youbreake ſome of them, and keepe 
other ſome. Ye keepe the greateſt, do you not? 
and breake the leaſt? 

«Ach, Jkepe the greateſt, and therefoze J 
hope God will beare with me in the reſt. 

Zelot. Which do ye takefor to be the grea- 
teſt, that ye are ſo cleare in? 

eh. am no thiefe, noz murtherer, noz 
fraifo2 : à pay euerp man his clone: 7 thinke 
this is Gods bidding. 

Zelot. Arethere no greater then tleſe? | 
Atb. take him fo; an honeſt man which! 
doth kerpe theſe, + he that doth not J defic him.. 
Selot, Euen ſo will Ltake you tobe when I | | 
knqw that, you do keepe them; But I marucll 
yearc ſo boi for to bid defiance to ſo many, 6 
N N Do not you defie them all : tall other 

'enill doers? 

Zelot. If ſhould do ſo, you and I ſhould be 


together by the eares by and by. 
Ach. Then belike 1 to be ſuch a 


| . ane: yeoughtnaftoiunge. 
| 2 Reg. man may know the tree by the fruits; 


Wut le Ipray ye tel me, is not he that 
hath e hen eee 
4 


S 


ll 


Which J know is contrary. 9 
elat. Let me aslce ye this queſtion:whether 
chat man doeth keepe this Commaundement, 


KELL 


dungs, which he hould give Ito hun alone 
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Anh. A take bimtobewozſe, » - + 

Eclat. Then the firſt noms | ck is- 
reater, then thoſe which you named? 

Ach. If a man thinke there is any Gov but, 
one, he is verie farte wide. 

Zel. Lou haue none other Gods but on the? 
Alt. It were pitie of my life if A hould not 
be of that beliefe. at all þ cõmandements were 
as'caſie tobe kept as this. we ſhauld do well. 

Zelot. Then ye neuer brake the fitſt Com- 
maundement. * 

Ath. Neuer in all my life: neither ſhall e⸗ 
ner any make me to be but of Gods beligfe;foz 
they which beleeue there be many Gods, ate 
nat of a right mind. e WF LY 

Zelot. Can you then keepe the greater and 
not the leſſe? I doe not doubt hut if a man can 
keepe the firſt he can keepe all, for the firſt is as 
hard as any of the reſt, although ſuch skilfull 
olerkes as you, count it to be verie eaſie. 

5 Ach. Then it were an eaſie matter to keæpe 
them. 

Lelot. What it I proue vnto you that you 
breale it, will you confeſſe your follie: ?: 


eAth, J will neuer be made belaue that 


* 


which thinleeth chere. is but one God , and yet 
Ziueth that honour, and worlhip wn oh 


* 4 
„ v» % * 


. 
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Ath, J did neuer put any truſt in images, 


noꝛ I neuer thought they tould do me any god. 
Zelot. I doe not ſpeake of that outward gi- 


umg away of Gods worſhip: but of another, 


which is inward in the mind. 

Ath. J haue alwapes had God in mp mind, 
and J truſt J baue neuer wozſhipped ante be- 
ſides him. 

Zelot. Is not that a mans God, which he lo- 
geth beſt, and which he doth moſt delight in? 

Arth. Loke what a man loueth beit, and ta- 
Refh moſt delight in, J thinke he maketh that 
his God, becaufe we ought to lone God beſt. 

Zelot. Do yee not thinke, that the thin 
which a man moſt ſetteth his minde vpon, 2. 
molt ſeelces after, is that which he moſt loueth? 

Ath. I ſuppoſe enery man leokethafter that 
which he moſt loneth. 


more then God, loueth the world more then 
God: and therefore in verie deede maketh the 
world his God. 

Ab. God fo2bid that auy man ſhould make 
288 e of this wozld the of God, J hope 


Zejor. You hope few doſo, but a man may | 


eafily — that you do ſo, and I am ſure the 
1 yi 7 TT 


910. | | 
b. J truſt᷑ ye ſhal hardly pꝛoue it byme, 


although pe fudge fo evutll'of me. 
2 — an ſerlet after God, ** 
8 


— 


Zelor. Then hee which ſeeketh the world | 


d, 
e/ 


RK 7 


e 


peare me ſay ſo. 


= Os. * 
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delight vpon God anie other way, then by ſee· 


king after the knowledge & obedienceof Gods 
will, which he hath reucaled in his word or can 
a man loue God, and not loue his word? 

Ath. Gods woꝛd is nod, we muſt loue that 
all of vs, and be ruled by il. (o2.1t both tell vs 
nothing but that which is god. 

Zelot. How flily you winde out of the mat- 
ter: Iaske one thing which ye doe not anſwer, 
and that is, whether a man can ſeeke God, and 
not ſeeke him in his word? 

Aih. Cuerie man cannot be a Dinine , we 
that be vniearned men are not fo2 to meddle 
with ſo high matters, | 

Zelot. Now yeſpeake in your kind; We be 
vnlearned men, wee haue nought to doe with 
God, we may not meddle with him. 


Ah, Poa take all things wzong, pe do not 


Zelot. Do Itake you wrong , do ye not ſay 
{0? tell me, is not God as high a matter as his 
word ? 17 

Ath. God is aboue all. | 

Zelot. Can we haue to do with God, to ſerue 


kim in anie way but by his word? 

. eh. The wozd of God doth tell ds what 
ws are to do. | 

ela. Then it folfoweth , when ye lay we 
may noe meddle with ſo high matters; that ye 
wert euen as good for to ſay, we hayenought 
to do with God: we owe him no dutie of 


939 9 


* % 
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dience. we need not care to know his will: be- 
cauſe he is as high a matter as his word. | 

Ab. Yon put in a greatveale moze then 1 
ſaid, and kale me ſtill at the wozft. 

Zelot. Nay you are ſo deepe in your ſpeech, 
that ye vtter more in a word, then a man can 
well lay open in an houres talke. Againe, I take 
ye are not at the worſt, for make the belt of it 
you can, and it muſt needes follow, that thoſe 
which care not for the word of God , care not 
for him; neither do they delight in him or loue 
him, which doe not delight in nor loue his 
word. Moreouer how ſhall a man take delight 
for to know the woord, but it will cauſe him 
for toſecke to know it? that which is a mans 


lewell, he will ſometimes looke vpon it : but 


thereare a number of you which are in deede 
verie Atheiſts, and ſet not a ſtraw by the no- 
ledge of Gods will: for let a man tel you of any 
dutie which ye ſhould be tauglit out of the ho- 
ly Scriptarts, by and by Chis is your anſvere. 
thole things are not for vs to meddle withall* 
it is not for ys to talke of ſuch pointes. But we 
aregon2a'great way fromthe beginning ofthis 
matter, which is, that where ye did affirme that 
ee lous God with allyour heart, and that yee 
aue none other Gods beſides him: nowethe 
concluſion is proued, that ye loue him as much 
as an old ſhoe, and that indeede yee malte the 
world your God, becauſe yee ſeelce molt aſter 
that. 19 1 214 „ P 1/6 $0 $3 
ef: 4. 


* 


eie © C9 00 v5 CP os TY rege 


frue. 
» Zelor, It is molt true, not only that mEmake 
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Arb. Pe do not vſe me well in ſaying that 
J lone God no better then an old ſhoe, J would 
vee ſhould knowe J lone him as well as the 
beſt of vou all, though! in deede Jcan not ſay 


ſo much. 
elo. Be not angrie man, ſor it is but aſmall 


faule, for a great ſort more do beate you com · 
panie, ye go not alone. But becauſe ye male ſo 
great boalt, I pray ye tell me this, ye haue ſer 
uants, haue ye not? 

Ach. A baue a pe boucheld. 

Zelot. What doc you require of your fer. 
gant? 

Ath. Toobey my wil, anddo that which 1 
commaund hun, 

Zelot. What if he care not ſo much, as to 
know your wil, but will ſay: I will noe meddle 
with ſo high matters, — regarding to 
know your pleaſure: wil you ſay heloueth you; 
or he is a good ſeruant? | 

Ath. 7 cannot ſay that be is a gad ſeruant, 
fo2 if he were he would not take (cone but be 
glad to heare mp will. 

Zelot. Ie ſay right, but why 5 e800 con- 
ſider, that when God hath ſet downe his will 
& you care not for to know it, that ye loue him 
as well and do lum as good ſeruice, as fucha 
{cruant ſhould do vnto you. 


Arb. God helpe , if this which you ſap be 
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the world their God, becauſe they ſeeke more 
after it then they doafter Gods kingdome, but 
alſo S. Paule calleth the Diuell the God of this 
world, as alſo in another place he ſaith;there be 
ſome whoſe God is their bellie. 

Arth. God fo2bid thatany man ſhonld fake 
the diuell tobe God, oz do him ſuch honour, 
Se. They ate no ſmal number which make 
him their God. 
eAth., Pou may ſap ſo, but᷑ I could neuer 
tome into that mans company pet, which wold 


not vtterly deſie him. 
Zelot. If 1 ſhould profeſſe great kindneſſe 


Into you no. and in the meaue time draw my 
dagger and breake your pate, would ye belecue 
I were your friend? 

Arb. J pꝛap God kepe me frb ſuch friends, 
which giue god woꝛzds, and do enill dædes: J 

had rather they told me their hatred, 
Selot. Then ye aunſwer, that we muſt not 
looke hat men ſay, but what they do? 

Arth. They had better not ſpeake wel, then 


ſpeake well and do enill. 
Zelot.” Lilcewiſe Ianſwer you that we mult 


not looke to mens wordes, hen they deſie the 
diuell. but totheir detdes by which they obey 
him and do his wil: for hes they defie him in 
their words, they honour him for God in then 
workes. 
Ath. If there be any ſuch, J pꝛav God amed 


them, foz that is the woꝛʒſt which A with them. 


Zelot. 
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Zel. J cauld like your prayer well, if ie were 


not for a falhiqn, as ye vſe many ſuch like. For 


3 


when it commeth tothe triall, you wil eaſily be 
found among the number of ſuch. 

Ath. If pe thinke me to be ſuch an one, ys 
indge woꝛſe then euer any man did: J thanks 
God can bꝛing manie to teſtiſie that Jam an 
boneſt man and alwayes baue I will be 
found as god as your ſelfe , though ye finds (0 
great fault with other, as though'ys not 
like other men. 

Zelot. I iudge nothing but chat which is ca- 
ſie to ſee, in you and in a number more, and 
which I can and will proue to yout face. 

Ath. Pee are a ſtranger vnto me, will yee 


indge of me, e know not what my wozks are? 


Zelot. He which cannot ſpie you, hath but a 
imple vnderſtanding: I pray ye tell me, ſuch as 
do the workes and will of the Diuell, are th 
not of the Diuell? S. Iohn 1. Epiſt. 3. ſaith, He 
that committeth euill is of the Deuill Likewiſe 
our Sauiour Chriſt telleth the obſtinate lewes, 
Iohn. 8 which boaſted themſelues to be the chile 
dren of Abraham, and the children of God, that 
they were of their father the Diuell: and why? 
becauſe they did his wil. Euen ſo you that take 
part with ſuch as are cuill & wickedgthall Laske 
you litle queſtion ? | 

Ah. Pea, aſke what pe will, g iunge what 
de like beſt: but J will anſwer as well as 1 


% 


— 
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Selot. Do ye not thinke that all whoremai- 
ſters, drunkards, dicers, railers, ſwearers, and 
ſuch like, ate the Diuels armie, as on the other 
ſide, ſuch as profeſſe Gods word and liue godly, 
are his ſoldiers, and do fight vnder his banner? 

Ab. They are wel holpen vp which ſerue 
a maiſter. 
Ztlor, Why are yee ſo vnwiſe then as to 
ſerue lum ? for all thoſe which take part with 
thoſe witked'men, and raile vpon thoſe which 
are godly, do fight vader the ſame ſtandard, & a 
ſeelce to vphold the kingdome ot the Diuell la- .f 
bouring for to oucrthrow the Goſpell, and co 
baniſh Gods word. 

Ah, Thepare wozthie to haue their eares 
tut krom their head, which raile vppon haneſt g 
men. oz lecke to flaunder them. | 
Erlot. This is a cõmon thing among all the 
packe of you, if there be any man which hath a 
care to know God, and ſceketh after his word, 
and wil not commit choſe beaſtly ſinnes Hhicł 
overflow in all places, then you which cannot f. 
abide to haue Gods word ſet foorth , deuiſe a 
number of lies and flaunders agaimſt them cal- 
ling them Puritanes, raſcals, & many ſuch like. 
On the contrarie part, let a man be a common the 
drunkard, a dicer, an ignorant beaſt which hath 
no knowledge of God, a wretched wording, or tle 
anie kind of ſuch perſon : he is an honeſt man: | 

bor 


for they be thoſe whom you would haue a man 
looſe his cares for ; he is now counted the ho- 
neſteſt 
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neſteſt man which liueth as 5 do. 2 . 
Ath. There be a number go lo karre 
cannot tell what they may da; they wi 
do as their e- do, they u 
wiler then, their; betters:. what thauld th 
meddle with Gods Wand it maketh ue 
ſachecking euery man It was neuer ms 
ince men vnleatned Wars with 6 
Scriptures. 
Zelot. neal how 188 wold 80, * A 
man ſhould follow you ,ye. arc like a 
which themorg a man ſtirteth it. the more. 
= | chic mud ariſeth: ye ate like alinke, Where 
more a man ſtirreth, the moxe.1s the ll 
Ab. Whatmeane pe by chat? 
Zelot. I meane that your hart 15 
ſinking and rotten matter, v hich loweth 01 
at your mouth. I confeſſe that thole wen he n. 
eto be allowed, which e with that 
they ſhould not: but I know; who you, mean,” 
when ye ſay they go fo far, that they k 
At | what they may do: ye ſpeake ochemhich, 
IT | ſecke to knoʒ God,whom yathinke to 


mad, 


60 4th. There bo lame dt them which 1 de 
-* | booke-learned, what ſhould they a 
then their fathers befaze them - J ſome 


their fathers, honef® men, and neuer tray- 
des themſelues that war. 

Aeli, I did know your mind wdlenoughs 
" {forall your ſpice is againd ee learng 
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_ **Zebors Do ye not thinke that all whoremai- 
ſters, drunlcards, dicers, railers, ſwearers, and 
ſuch like; ate the Diuels armie, as on the other 
ſide, ſuch as profeſſe Gods word and liue godly, 
are his ſoldiers, and do fight vnder his banner? 
Ath. They are wel holpen vp which ſerue 
mo maiſter. 

Seli. Why are yee fo vnwiſe then as to 
ſerue lum? for all thoſe which take part with 
thoſe wicked men, and raile vpon thoſe which 
are godly, do fight vader the ſame ſtandard; & 
feeketo vphold the kingdome of the Diuell, la- 
bourins for to oucrthrow the Goſpell , and co 
baniſh Gods word. 

At. Thepare wozthie to haue their eares 
tut from their head, which raile vppon haneft 
men. oꝛ ſeke to flaunder them. 

Frelot. This is a cõmon thing among all the 
packe of you, if there be any man which hath a 
care to know God, and ſceketh after his word, 
and wil not conimit thoſe beaſtly ſinnes Hic 
ouerflow in all places, then you which cannot 
abide to haue Gods word ſet foorth , deuiſe a 
number of lies and flaunders againſt them cal- 
ling them Puritanes, raſcals, & many ſuch like, 
On the contrarie part, let a man be a common 
drunkard, a dicer an ignorant beaſt which hath 
no knowledge of God, a wretched worlding,or. F 
anie kind of ſuch perſon: he is an honeſt man: 
for they be thoſe whom you would haue a man 


looſe has cares for: he is now counted the ho- » 
ncſtelt } - 


2 


| 
cannot tell what they may do; 1415 
do as their opener mare do, the 
„ | wiler then, their betters : what ould 
„ | meddle with Gods wozn.it maketh them by 
la checking enery man It eee 
„ | fince men _vnlearney bays prep ed with 
Scriptures. | 
l cba: I maruell how RR wold vo, ita a 
| man ſhould follow you ,ye. e like a 
which the morꝑ a man ſtirteth it. the more. 
ſ chic mud ariſeth: ye are lie a ſinhe, 19 — 
more a man ſtirreth, the moge ls the ſlinlc 
Ab. Whatmeane pe by that? 
Ss. |. Zelot. I meane that your — 1s ie eh of 1925 
ſinking and rotten matter,» hich floweth 
„ | at your month. Iconfeſſe chat . 
0 be allowed, which ee with that: 
4, they ſhould not: but I know; who you. means, ' 


4 when ye lay Fo go ſofar,that 5 21 


- 


what they may do: ye of them 
90 2 * coknow. God, whom yathink: to 
ma 

Ath. There be ſame of them which a 
hbooke-learned, what ſhould they do 
then their fathers befaze-them - J knew ſome 
ok their fathers, honett men, and neuer trag- 
nes themſelues that war. 
f Zelot. I did know your mind wdl enough? 
mee een learng 


an 


* ae diuinitſe 

word to know their dut y towards 
: ty: 2 8 koe 25 Saigit- Per faith, 
1 dä het 1 run with Yero thefaire 
U of) dot, Yetfiimke ir ſ{targe {and bat. 
' f 4 att 12 5 camet abiqt ĩo be ad mo- 


* hty thin e 
os TRASH 5 renng hrs 85 
2 to be inſlructedt in it 
throughly, for the boly . Apoſtles exhort eucry 
theft Ne great. d edge in rhe word. A- 
; yeknow tot that which the * Lord com- 
Feth 1 ini fadrie places, that WEMhould ad*] ; 
moniftrand rept oute's one üer if any do a: 
er not as Y ou blind obſitimaremeniwhich 
man doth after a godly maner admo- 
e he! brug) A bulicntiedles: what 
Math he to 40 he hallt not anſwer for you. And 
pci ye may 5 do what leudneſle Ve lift 
a ye ay Fat was neuer 'ftiery ſingt 
its vii reide the Scriptures. It i 
us that eri thoutd ſo become beaſts, 
It tall vndertmding. 
Mare,. Jt would not grieue me foberep2s 
ned by thoſe which are learned bytnol eue 
be insdling 
45 H Fou be . — jullly by God re, 
— prior which doth-reproue , 
ſv net te lool pn the mam: hut when'y 
all them Iackes, arid giuc them other rept 
eis becauſe ye are blind, and can difcery 
Shothang bi che Which is of this world * for 


4 
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The Countrie diuinitie. 29; 
ye could ſce how great glorie the pooreſt ma 
Chriſtian is called vnto . to be the cluld af 
Got , ye would. net reuile 0 vnde. 
honoareth,”: 1 '$ 
Ah. Koep will: bemedling in ſmall mats: 
ters if it were fo2 great faultes it were _ 
what, but a man map not be Merrie now. 

Aclot. Being vtterly blinde, and — 
grade , ye count thoſe ſinnes Which are bee 
and groſſe for tobe ſmall: ſwearing, -rayling, 
talking! in your filthie ribaldrie, ſinging — 
and beaſtly ſongs, theſe and ſuch like are your, 
pettir faults : this is your mirth, which muſt. 
not be hindred: for it is death o you to haue. 
anie godllineſſt ſpoken of i be. cannot 
be merrie. This dunghill· wirth is that which: 
men complaine of to o be moleſted and ay it 
was happie in old time, when men were not re: 
prou: d for ſuch things, now there be ſomanie 
ſcripture men, that a man cannot tell hat toy 
ſay or what to do. 

Ath. There are none of pe all as holy a8 pe 
would ſeeme fo2 to be, but haue faults, ve ſa 
not pour owne, bat other mens. 1 

Zelot. He which doth not trepent and cor- 


rect his one vicious nature, and ſtriue to 
N obey (20d, is no good reprouer of othets: 
N but hen ye ſay, men ſeeme to be holie, and 


giue it as a matter of reproch, therein ye go 
almoſt beyond the diuell himſelfe: for you 
ſee: that I gaineſay ye, or elle ye would not 
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39” The Countrie diuinitie 
imure it, but ye would euen poure out your 
ſtinking and rotten poyſon like blaſphemous 
and venimous beaſts: ye would ſpealee after 
this maner, you that are ſo full of the ſpirit, you 
that are Saints, and ſuch like. What are you di- 
uels, are ye of the fleſh ? no doubt ye are, vntill 
God conuert ye. But we may ſee how dimelliſh- 
ly men are become wicked: hen a man can- 
not make any appearance to be godly and ho- 
ly, but it is reproched, as though it were a 
ſhamefull thing to be led by the Spirit · For o- 
therwiſe why do they ſo obiect an honeſt thing 
to liue after the fleſh , a ſhamefull matter to be 
guided by the Spirite? 

Ath. God helpe vs if none be good but ſuch, 
J hope honeſt and quiet men ſhall be ſaued as 
well as they, although they cannot talke ſo 


well, noꝛ run not to heare ſermons. 
Zelot. Nay. you would haue others in bet- 


ter caſe then they, for you iudge them that are 
zealous in the Goſpell, and would faineſt of all 
other pleaſe God, to be the worſt men, & the 
more carefull a man is tobe holy to the Lord, 
the more he is diſdained and miſliked. Which 
doth euidently ſhew, that ſuch as you are led 
by the ſpirit of the diuell. Yelcade me ſo from 
one mattertoanother , that we are gone from 
ſomething which ye vttered. I remember ye 
faid ye put your whole truſt in God, 

Ab. Jſaid ſo, and ſo J ſay ffill : though A 
baue no learning, vet J truſt à belecus 


The Countrie di uinitie. 3k 
as any cripture man ot them all. i 
Zelot. Yebragge very boldly;1 pray ye tell 
me this, are ye ſure ye ſhall be ſaued 
Airb. Na no: vou neither, nos the beit ot 
re all, we muſt cunumit that to Gs. 
Zolot. What is it that ye put all your whole 
truſt in him for ? Is it not this that God hah 
„e vnto ye eternall life, and that ye be- 


ecue he will performe his promiſe? 


Ath. That de doth lout me, and giveth ms 


all things. 
Zelot. Are ye not ſure that he doth loue ye? 


Arb. Jhope be doth lout mu, but A am 
not ſure. 
Zelot. Doth not the Scriptare ſay,that who 


focuer doth truſt in bim ſhall be ſaued? 
Arb. God ſaith ſo indeed , and A beleru if 


is ſo. 
Zelot. You know do ye not, that ye put 


your whole truſt and delete in him? | 
Arth. Jknow J do: andJ hope J Mall al 
wayes do. 

Zelot. If God cannot hie; when he Gigh, all 
that truſt in him ſhall be ſaued and you know 


that you put your whole ttuſt in bio , where- 


fore do you not then know: that ye (hall befa- 
ned? 
Arb. That which God laithis tine, bon be 


eannot lie: J put my ttuſt in none but in him: 


I hope to be ſaued, hat wold-yau haue mozee 


— all when 


bY 


34 The Countrie diuinitio. 
they ſay the know they ſhal be ſaued: J think 
uld make themſelues Gods. 

Zelot. Nay ſuch as you make your ſelues 
Gods, when ye ioyne things ſo cõtratie toge- 
ther, & can make thẽ 
dodge rogerher in one bed at your inne, and 
agree well together z for they are no mare con- 
tralie then that which you afhrme, when ve 
ſay, God hath promiſed that all which belreue 
in fm ſhall be ſaued, vou ate fureye belecue 
in him, and that ye put all your hole truſt 
in lum and yet ye carmot tell whorher ye ſhall 
b& faied . But I cannot greatiy maruell at 
this, for you know as wel what faith iss doth 
5 gooſe. D? 

erb. Itrult now, and Imcane well, 
God knowmeth mpy<meaning-howſoeucr rou 


take me. 
Deer. Let me aske ye this queſtion, when 2 2 


man praycth , i he do not belecur that which 
be fcb dath he ν ee: 

Ach. We mult belene that which we ſpeak 
when wo p2ap/02 elſyitisnothingiwoathy, 
Zelut. When Chuiſt teacheth uato pray. & 
to call God out Father ,oughc ener to know 
that he is out father 

Ath. We ought foz to know that which 
God'teacheth vs} and to beleeue the lame. 

Eelot. Muſt v noc beloeue it witliout doub - 

eee nee kee ee 

wtctli is lie 
1 9 


with 


agree: fire and water may 


a Waue of the ſea tolled 


e 
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lceug that lui 
lurc 00 120 


father wich is perfectly 
children, that is, thole w 


1 - 


Dauid,Pauleandothers?©** 


Ach. Eucrtt man cannot be like th 


vou (ap ve | W 


not A ibam.{yrebeſhautd b 


| 


Selot. 
Walke in the 
contellc 


faine to 


; * 
Saws hs 
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auſe we haue the ſame God. tlie ſame cone. 
nant and promiſes, the ſame ſpirit is giuen vn- 
to vs. which belecue. Saint Paule in the 4. chap. 
to the Epheſians ſalth: There is one God, one 
faith, one baptiſme. If there be but one, then 
ours muſt be the ſame that theits was. 
.. Ath, Pen, but fo; All that it is pzefumption 
az men to ſap, they know they Wall be ſaued, 
Felot. Tee that Popilſh dung doth ſticke 
ſhlbetweene your teeth, when they teach men, 
that it is preſumption to be out of doubt. 
kt "4h (hat tell ve me of the Pope : J care 
foz bim. J would both he x his dung were 
nried in che dunghill. 

Zelor. I know there be many which care not 
for the Pope, but yet beleeue much of his do- 
ctrine: they be thoſe which we call Athieſts, of 
no religion, but looke whatfocuer any Prince 
doth ſet forth, that they will profeſle. 

A. A tpinke that is good: ought not we 
to obey our Pzinces? and would you haue vs 
atze bpon vs to be wiler then they and their 

lers? * 

Meter. Ididknow ye were an Athieſt, ſet- 

175 vp men in the place of God, worſe tlien a 
urge. 455 

7 75 Wherefa2edo ye ſay ſas | | 

clet. Tell me this, are we for to obey men, 


Fre command 
b. A ale 
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The Countrie di uinitie. 37 
Zur. Is there any mo then one truth, or one 
religion, which is the right, & that which God 
commandeth ? or 
ne | <4th, There tan be but one truth, that is 
en | cerfaine. | wrt 
Zelot. Then when one Prince commann-+ 
ot deth one religion, another ariſeth afterward 
d, and Seder the contrary : will ye with- 
ke | out differẽce obey them both?is not this for to 
n, | *denie God ? is not this for to be worle then a 
Turke'? | : 
re Ach. J am ſure pe will not dente, batthat 


re | wemuſtobey. 4 2 Ka 
Zelot. He which doth diſobey the Prince, 
ot | doth difobey God ynto his damnation where 
o- | the Prince ſetteth forth and maintaineth Gods 
of | word. But if there be a Prince which maketh 
ce | lawes againſt the lawes of God, we muſt o- 
be God rather then men. But there are many 
109 before, which in any Princes dayes 
will ſpeakc thus, If religion ſhould rurne ( ſay 
they) as God forbid it ſhould , but if it do, it is 
our parts to be obedient, Are hot thefe A- 
t ehieſts haue they not denied God, when they 
1a | ſet men in his place, and looke no higher hut 
what men command? But ye hauedrawnetne 
be, Sine ook the matter we were 6 1. 
with, Where ye laid, it is preſumption pi 4 
| man VE: belinowahhe be e 
ple Ye 2 queſtion ,T ktiowye will aufg ve- 
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The Countrie qiuin 
eAth. Jknow no —3 why J 
2 bolvly. .- 
Zel. Yelay true, for blind pale poop: 
> Gl horſe in the 1 although hoe bee Ben 
owned in one ſſlom, yet he will not | 
Ss ee when all there a 
necurtelie, B ut let ys come to the mate 
cx, 18 it ater preſumption | for to be- 
Jecus e is true, 15 for eo doubt 806 che 
£6xtainty, of his promiſe whetber dogh.that 


man honour God moſt; " ich RS cregit ta 


277 he wluch doubteth whether he\ wal 


me the ſame? 

I muff n&des be graunted, that des 
h God ok his woꝛd doth well and 
doeh nat, doth euill. 

Ny „e ſay true, for ifa Prince make an 
offer, .vnto ſome. man whom. he fauourcth, 
and he e {ſhould make aupſwere,, I doubt of it, 
I Garce belceue the performance of ydur pro- 
e not the Peck. thinks 1005 
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2 J graunt this is true, it Goddhould tel 
my man that he ſhould be ſaned; it he did not 
then beler ue him. But where is that man tohich 
can lay, Ood euer ds wider be tell an 
M ſane man o⸗ 
er, Zel. Vea that he doth for chat whichbe Gen 
e [deth vnto all in gener all he ſentleth vnto euery 
oge in particulat: for is it gt all one, it a man 
at be condemned for treaſon, to haue his pardon 
to ſent um being but one man alone, or hauing a 
vil great fort mo codenned vnco dearh witli him, 
la generull pardon is ſunt / ſoithiem all hu 
ee 41h Tbat is alone, c de hatd his part in it. 
W | Fel fuen ſoit is betweene God-and:ys; 
; | we were all condemned he hath ſent a gentrall 
pardon t as many as beltrue the ume, that 
v hoſoeuer truſtetis n Chriſt, heeiſhalli bee ſas 
ned Gti therc fre hathtald ſume mien, that 
is, ſuchi at belteue chu dity (hall befinjed, and 
| fuck as de ubt of biaptomiid and lis ante 
4 ſnall be damned. IMerefarr ĩt i all one m thoſe * 
Which beleue . a — — aparticatar giaſa 4 
NT io} 80 Urn Gantt Glue 
„I. N 
Thelcenets; fr SRentioareaba 
; N. are; :heecatrwhip oger: Parton 
| t nimbiy y and o udye: 
airy be the nd Treg ot hoſtes; 
— che Prophet ſayth:; his lips ſhould 
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e, and men ſhould eaqui 
wh he ſhould open all che counſel 
God wo the le, and not let chem run: 
| as they doe vnto deſtruction 
ſhould inſtruct — in all the doctrine of fair 
and repentance, and ſo guide them̃ in the fe; 
of G 

Ath. All men cannot do alike, we muſt ac 
cept their good will , euery man cannot be 
P2eacher. 

Zel. Becauſe ye care not for ſeek ing after e 
ternall life, ye are content to accept of nothing t 
and becauſe yce loue your luſts, and hate to bij © 
refourmed, ye abhorr the vſe of preaching, 0 
as poore a man as yee are, yte would not for xl] c 
,yechad a Preacher among ou. 0 
* - Ath; Pe tuer tale me at the wozft; J alle 
pzeaching , it is god now and then, but ſome] p 

cank&penomeaſucs,no} tell when they hau {« 
done. Againe they be oner hot and ſeuert, le 
and pzeach damnation to the people. Like wilt t! 
they meddle with ſuch matters as they need 
not, as Election and Pzedeſtination , what 
Hould ſuch matters be ſpoken of among tht 


m ; 
Zelot. I thinke the Diuell is the cunbingeſ 
ſchookmaiſter in tlie world: other ſchoolema- 
bring graſſe heads and dullards tt 
an rl chemſelues with the 
witz, for to trame them vp in learning: _ 
man cn almolſtlight vpononcol hisfchc 


lo 


C 
U 
t 
1 
. 


3S 
iren be they neuer ſuch blockheads, ey ORR 


their leſſon at their fingers ends. 


eh thanke you ir im pour-gapd wozd! 


| vat J never learned it of the Diue li. noʒ ne+ 


Ki ner was any of his ſchalers: q truſt q haue as 


tert 


little to do With him as any of you all. 
Zelor. Where did yeeteirne it then, if not of 


the Dwell? 


Ach, I baue beard bonel men ſpeakeit,and 
ſome Pzeachers pꝛeach it. 
py Then Iperceiue yet learned it not of 


N 1 the Dmell himſelſe; but at the mouth of ſame 


of of his Vſhers. 


8 > Ath. Wherefoze do 1 ye cal them the Dinels 
r xl Uſhers they haue ſkil in the word ol en 


ought to know what the p ſay. 
Selor. I call them ſo becauſe they teach che 


recepts of the Diuell: and although they haue 


| forne knowledge in the word, yet they neuer 


learned' theſe things which you 1— out of 
the word, 

Ath. Did the Dinel teach them becauſe they 
baue it not in Gods wozd? 

Zelot. It is the doctrine of the Diuell, be- 
cauſe it is againſt Gods word. For God ne- 


uer teacheth men thoſe things which are con- 


trary to the doctrinę which he hath ſet donne 


s to] in his word. 


470. Ithinke pes will hardly pzous theſe 


Ti things fo2 to be againſt Gods wozd. 


Zelot. I would you could as cally prouc 


49 The Countrie dwuinizie. 
your ſelſe ta be \ CRATES then e ſtouly! 
loone agree. 2192 it 
Arb. Pon: are dii@3i0g iridge'df me, 0 
mo2e then dum fo ta iudge oſ you bat ther 
be many nw a da pea whith wilt tue vypon 
them foꝛ ti nge menxttey da endesa that 
Zeler, If Hee a man dru: aken oben 
ſweatr,hνtaile, ani fuchbike; and lay, he isa 
naughty man do I iudgteihall ſaccouut him a 
good man. licn i ſeebe is naught? - 
Al. When a man d6thfee thoſe nauchti 
vices, hee may boldly lap that —— men are 

weer Nat ty re 
Ae lat. nike manner When nog heat 
one which holdeth edit and abhoramible opus | 
nionsagaindl therruth;hemay asbaldlvifay. he 1 
ian bocauſc they tue glue todggment] * 
ol them ſolues, and haus ſhowed! war they} 1 
ure. Nay they be ſuciꝭ as ypu, uc takevpon} © 
ye for — — for let a man be more carttull | 4 
Then y ſelues for tau laue God, and by and? 
by ou will enter into tliefecrets' oF his heart; x 
0 


f 
f 
f 


1 


which'God only doth know, and'ye will not 
ſlicke for to pronounce that᷑ li is an hypoctite 


< 
In the meane time let a man tell you that yee 
ze Wicked whei he dot ſee your! wicked. J 
neſle, ye aunſwvere; ye ought not to iudge. But 
T vill corny for to proue, that the things which 4 
ye ſpeake againſt! — hing, are very divellih 7 
d 


and wicked. Le 


thus, I allow preaching, 


* 
it} 'c 
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18 N. eee eee 
menſure nor will neuer haue done. 

Ai. J ſapd ſo in deede, Iwill nor denie 
my woꝛd and Fihinke lo ſtill. F62 a mun may 
haue ouer much of any deren tnough! r 


god. as a ſeaſt. 
Zelot. A very little is inough for you :if 


the reseller doe paſte his hower but à lirele, 
your buttorkes beg in for to ake and ye wilt in 
your hart that the pulpet would fall. 


30 A755 Ve mar gueetwilebefoze he gel fo 


i Plot: Nay! To Perlen neafe in 
wel 4 mamas ye are: burTpisy ye did ye neuet 
fit atcardes all gichen'2ul 20 1502 vidommer 

All Ses that A bath am thought lebute 
Mgt might 0." 120 ee 
Sele. The coole dy ce tinte: unge 
0 long ara Sermon: and ale nige ſo lhdpe 

at cardes; is, that yee deliglit in the dne and 
Kerb nor: for the other: che carding is #oyned 
with much ſin and ſetuice of the Dime co- 
ther is lo to bring vr vto tie Hedge and 
beate of God. Markenow how much by your 

one confeſſion yee loue the Diuell more then 
God: for him do ye loue moſt, whour re de· 
Habtrolferue molt.>' - + 

Aub. Can woe not ſerae God without lo 

Anathppeach inge z ſe thep are neuer the better 
e ran molt after 1505 e telnet. 


f: 


n 
8 „ 
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to doing, we ſer no doing, but men are ſtil even 
as euill as befoze. - -. 
Zelut. Can your ſeruant ſerue you vnleſſe 
keknow your ail ? 

Ach, o that he cannot. 

Zelot. No more can you ſerue God with- 
out the knowledge ol FA will, and as for the 


2 of Gods word, that it maketh men 
neuer the better, and ye would haue them leaue 
talking, and fall to — Iconfeſſe there be 
number which are couterfeit proleſſors, which 
live not according to the Gol ell, and moſt 
commonly thev Each as op but a little 
ſmaclee oe the Goſſ > „ und yet thinke they 
know much, becauſe they want the meanes, ha- 
. word either ſeldome or looſely prea- 

But 1 will confute your vanity another 
way in this point tel me, are not theſe your ſay 
inge? where the word is ſincerely preached, if 


any ſeeke to frame their hues after the ſame, 


vrhen they do either by word reproue your e- 


uill wayes, or by deede refuſe your lewd man- 


ners: theſe men are full of che Spirite q theſe are 

preciſe fellowes, theſe art holy Sund theſe 
thinke themſclues Gods fellowes : theſe thinke 

themſclues better then all other men? 

Ach. We lay ſo in deede, there is good cauſe 


why-: - 
el. Then I pray yee tell me how theſe two 
ching; 


42 T 
but I would baue them leave talking and fall 


reſt of pour (perch. when ye crie out againſt 
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things can hang together, when ye fay hat 
no amendment of life, and yet yeecomplat 
that they be ouer full of the ſpirit, ouer precile, 
and ſuch like. May not euery man ſee, that yet 
pronounce things directly contrary the one to 
the othei? that there is no amendment, and yet 
in effect ye ſay, they amend ouer ſaſt. TIT 
1 -.. 4:b. We do not {ay that any doamend o⸗ 
ner kalt. 

Zelot. When ye {ay they are oner holy, and 
what ſhould men be ſo curious and full of eh 
ſpirit, what is this but to ſay, that they amend 
oacrfalt2Is not this co amend, whe men by due 
inſtruction out of Gods word come to repen- 
tance of their former vices, and haue a careto 
keepe themſelues from the ſpots of the cotten 
fleſh and filthy world? Do not you and ſuch as 
you are after a fort blaſpheme, when yee x6- 
proch men with the {parit ? Is it a ſhame Fi 


Jan now a dayes for to haue any thing ta d 
with the ſpirite of God While a man dot 

wallce after the fleſh in the luſts of vucleng- 
neſie, he is an honeſt mam: but ſo ſoone as heis 

indued with any grace, yee wonder at him gs 
erowes do at an o le, yec are teady to flout and 

mocke him out of his skinne: and ag if the 

2 of God were a ſpirite of dithondup and 

me, yee mocke men with him. We may 


wonder at the long patience of God, web 
hach thus many yeares ſuffered himſelſe to b 
dibonoured, his ſpirite wal his word dev 


+ . _ "TheConntiediuinitie, | 
iſed,and hath not bin reuenged, but no doubt 
the longer he hathi taried, the heauicr will che 


ſtroke 
they makg 


a 


Aub. Pen are men what ſhould 
fhemſelnes moze holy then they be? 
Erelit. I ye meane one way ye ſay right, fot | r 
it is a naughtie vice for men to ſeeme to bet t 
holy when they are not, or to ſeeme to be mort 
holy then they be: but if ye meane another way 
as I thinke yee doe ) that becauſe men are ſin -In 
Il by nature, why ſhould they ſeeke for to] ſ 
be better, then doc yee ſpeake verie wickedlyz|t 
for God calleth men to repentance, to turm h 
from their evill wayes: God guideth his ſer : g 
uants at all times with his Spirite, therefore] u 
Saint Paule ſaith Rom.8:There is no condem- iu 
nation now to thoſe which are in Chriſt Teſus,|f 
which walke not after the fleſh, but after thel v. 
Ipirite. And againe inthe ſame chapter: Auth 
many as are led Hera ſpirite of God, are theſ v 
fonnes of God. He ſayth, that if we luc afterÞb) 
the fleſh, we ſhall die: in other places he dot 
ſhew, which are the workes of the ſpirite, and al 
which are the workes of the fleſh : and you pt 
| like 1 wretches allow thoſe which co 
Walke the fleſh, and condemne thoſiſ m 
which are led by the ſprite: let 
Ab. Are none indued with Gods fpiri 
but ſuch as run fo beare pꝛeaching? 
Zelot. Whoſbeuer hath the ſpirite of Goc 
"cannot but delight in the word of God;whidpiat 


o 
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theſame ſpirite hath vttered. The Lord ſayth, 
he which is of God, heareth Gods word. The 
happie man is he (as we haue in the i. Pſalme) 
which hath his delight in the Law of the Lord, 
and which doth meditate in the fame day and 
night, We haue in the Pflalme 112: Bleſſed is 
the min which feareth the Lord, he hat great 
ore] delight in lus commandements. 
way | Moreoner, the ſpirit of God doth not guide 
ſin - men without the word: and therefore it is 
r to] ſayd Plalme 119: Thy word is a lanterne vn- 
diyz] to my fecte, and a light vnto my pathes. Saint 
arne Peter ſayth. 1. Epiſtle i: Hehath begoten vs a+ 
ſer-| gaine, not of mortall but of immortall ſeede. 
fore] which he affirmeth to be the word of God that 
em- judureth - for euer. Likcwile Saint lames 
ſus, | fayth chap, 1. Of his one good will begate he 
the vs by the word of truth. Seeing therefore 
Aul chat the holy Gholt doth guide men by the 
theſ word, it followeth tizat all thoſe which ſet light 
ifter by the word, are led, not with the ſpirite ot 
loth God, but with the ſpirit of the diuell. Imighe 
andi alleage a nu nber Of teſtimonies of Scripꝛute ta 
proue that ſuch as you which make ſo [mall ac- 
uch] count of theſacred word of God, as there bea 
oel number. yea the areateſt number, which do not 
let ſo much by it as they doe by an olde ſhoe, 
delpiſers of God, worle then brute 
beaſtes. 
Ath. Cannot nien be led by Gods ſpirit, E 
uch lerue God, vnlelle they know ien | 
1 2 


fot 


bee 
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God fo2bid that alithoſe ſhould bee 'atwzp 
which are not learned: is it not enough fog 
plaine comtriomen,plowmen,taplours; and 
ſuch other, fo2-tohaue their ten commaunde⸗ 
ments, the Loꝛds pꝛayer, and the beliefe2J| t 
thinke theſe may ſurkice vs, what ſhould wel u 
meddle furtger ? J-know men which are nol n 
Scripture men, which ſerue God as well] d 
as the belt of them all, will pee condemne » 
ſuch? 1 W 

Zelot. I ſayd before that men can not be leadl tc 
by Gods ſpirite, and refuſe to know the Scrip - tl 
tures: neither can they truly ſerue him vntillſ d. 
ſuch time as they know how for to ſerue him 
for God teacheth how he will be ſerued, an 
heteacheth onely in his word. His will is th 
wee {hall learne to know him by his word: 
And thercfore he hath appointed che Mini 
ſerie of the word to continue for euer in hi 


le 
h 
ſt 
le 
W 
hi 
Church, that by it men may bee built vp i 
by 
af 
EC 


Chriſt, as ye may reade Ephe. 4. Tor this cauſt 
S. Paule exhorteth Tymothy to be inſtat in tes 
ching, in ſeaſon and out of feaſon: he trauelled 


himſelfe night & day, he maketh a very feruen 
prayer to God continually for the Colofhans 
that they might be fulfilled with the knouſ lo 
] 


e of his will. in all wiſdom & ſpirituall vu 
derſtanding. Col, 1.9. For this cauſe he ex hoi c 
teth the Chriſtians to be children in malice} 
not to be children in vnderſtanding. Theholf th 

Ghoſt doth ſharply reproue the Hebrues 1 
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vp] we may fce, inthe latter end of the g cha of that 
an Epiſtle : becauſe they were yet children to bee 
and taught, when for thetime they ſhould haue bin 
wee teachers. Againe, there is a notable ſentence in 
2 J the beginning of che ſecond chapter of the Pro- 
wel uerbs, where a man may plainly proue, that 
nul none can come to the feare of God, but ſuch as 
velll do earnellly endeuor for toknow. God , The 
ning} words by theſe: My ſonne, if thou receiue my 
words; & hide my commandements with thee, 
lead} to incline thine eares to wiſedome, and tobow 
rip· thy hart eo vnderſtanding: if thou call for vn- 
neill} derſtanding , and vtter thy voyce for know- 
umi ledge: if thou ſeełe her as ſiluer, and digge for 
and] her as for hid treaſures : then ſhalt thou vnder- 
that ſtand the feare of the Lord, aud had the know- 
ord] ledge of God. If I a man doe not receiue the 
lin word and commandements of God vttered by 
1 hi bis Miniſters, if he do not keepe and lay them 
p inf vp. if he do not cry and call ypon God for vn- 
auq det ſtanding, if he do not incline his eares and 
tes bend his hart thereto, if he do not ſearch & dig 
elle after her as men do for treaſures, he ſhall not 
uen eome to the knowledge of the feare of God. 
ian th, All men cannot come fo theſe things 
ou which you ſpeake of. 
vw} Selot. All men which will pleaſe God muſt 
hoi come thus farre,that they can (ay with the Pro- 
bi phet Dauid in the 1 19 Pſalme, 1 haue hidden 
olf thy word in my heart, that I might not ſinne 
5 4 xaſt thee, — when he 
4 ; 
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hath asked the queſtion: Wherewithall a yong | 
man ſhall clenſe tis wayes.he anſwereth,By ta- 
king heece thereto according to thy word: 
where by it is moſt cuident, that al thoſe are vn- 

ure in their wayes, and fin grieuouſly againſt 
God;which haue not layd vp bis word in ther 
harts, nor cleanſed their wayes by the ſame. But 
let vs come to ſome other of your faymgy 
which I am grieued for to heare. 

Ath. Pe ne&de not to be araued, ſoz J dee 
not hurt you. 

Zelot. Ican not but be gricued to ſee your 
groſſe and palpable blindneſſe: ard I am the 
wore grieued when ] remember, that mam 

"which are otherwiſe very wiſe men, vſe much 
your doltiſh fayings, and thinke they ſpeake 
very wiſely . They ſay, what ſhould vnlearned 
men meddle further then to ſay tlicir ten com- 
mandements;the Lords prayer, and the atticles 

"of the faith ? and you are of the ſame mind. 

Ath. J truſt to do as well withthele, es 0- 
ther with all their learning. 

Zelot. Do ye thinke that ve ſhall dp well e- 

en becauſe ye can ſay them, although you do 
not vnderſtand them? 
Ab. Nay, it a man ſay them, and doe nal 
- bmderſfand them, de is litle the beffer:J know 
not whp z ſhold not vnderſtand them, ſo long 
' a#God hath ginen me my fine wits : Jam us 
child, noz Jam nofoole. : 
Zul. Indeed he that hath one good wit — K 
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ſoole, much leſſe are you which haue fi ue von | 
muſt needs know all — more: for I thinke Ye. , 
meane that ye are able by reaſon to vnder 
-vn=- | thoſe things, 
Aub. A truſt J vnderſtand by that reaſon 
which Gad bath giuen me, ſo much as is ſuffi» 
But] cient: J can tell when J doe weil, and J can 
nes | tell when J doe eutll. 
Zel.l perceiue you are a free will man, one of 
tete thoſe which thinke by natural vnderſtãding to 
conceiue the miſteries of (30d : & ye do indeed 
vnderſtand ſo much as is ſufficient, not for to 
ſaue ye, but as S. Paule ſaith Rom.. to malce ye 
without excuſe, and ſo to condemne ye. * 
no ſome ſins: and lie wiſe ye can tell 
things which are good, but yee can neuer te 
any ching which ye haue done that is good. 
Ath, J truſt God will be maze fauourable 
then you are: and that he will not fozget the 
good deg2es which J haue done. 4 
Zel. A very litle box I warrant you will hold | 
all your deeds, if ye haue no mos old deeds then 
you haue good deedes. 
4th. Are not thele good deedes, twhen a 
man doth gius to the podze, and is readie to do 
dis neighbour a good turne? when a man doth 
lie honeltly,ſerue God, and thinks no man a- 
py harme? 
el. Now ye ſpeake of colt:now ye are hit in- 1 
"toyourr t yaineagaine, euen where ye wold 
be to boall of thoſe things 3 ye haue n 2 
8 4 IH +. 
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for none of all thoſe or ſuch like are good in 
you; becauſe they do not procee de of faith: for 
S Paule ſaith, Rom 14. ver. 23. Whatſouer is not 
of faith is fin, 
Ath. Bow tan pe pꝛoue that mine are not 
or faith? 
elot. Faith is by hearing, and hearing by 
the word, Rom. 10. 17. whete a man .defpiſeth 
the word, there can be no faith: hecauſe faith is 
grounded vpon the word and doth not beleeue 
things contrary vnto the word. Moreouet, they 
bee not yout᷑ fiue wits (as you terme them 
which can make yee able for to vnderſtand the 
tin ſteries of Gods word : for they cannnot bee 
ynderſtood, as S. Paule teacheth. t. Corinth. 2. 
1. vnleſſe God reueale them by his ſpirit: for 
euen the wicked which ſeeme to know them, 
do not know them aright. But let vs come for 
to ſee how well ye do vnderſtand the ten com- | t 
maudements: do yee not looke to comt to hea- 
uen by doing ofthem ? 1 
Ab. Ido them as nigh as God will give 
me grace, q truſt God will not require moze at 
my hands then J am able foz to do: J am as he 
made me: it be had made me able foz to do bet ⸗ b 
ter J chould do moze. L £ 
Zelor. Now yee are in a deepe peece of diui- 
nity, yethinke this is ſo equall which ye vtter 
"now, that all the Doctors in the world are not 
"able for to cp troll yee. Ve ſay, ye do what ye 
can, more God cannot requirt at yout hands: 
| 2 you 


"4 
_— —_—— — — 22 — —— 


RY 


1 

* 
4 
pf 
Y 
h 
18 


IC 


The Countrie diuinitie. 51 
you meane as if one ſhould make this compa- 
; riſon: a father can tequite no more oſ his child 
then his ſtrength will ſerue; a-Pranice can com · 
mand his ſubiect no umpolll ble thing gif a fa- 
ther [ſhould whip his child for not doing that 
which he is not able, it were crucltic;if a Prince 
"ſhould put a ſubiect to death for not doin 
us commaundement in a matter vnpo 
ble, it were tyranny : the father will ſay: My 
child did his good will, I can askeno more: tlit 
Prince will ſay, he hath done that whieli a man 
might, and farther I cannot require; Likewiſe 
you thinke God ſhould. deale ſtraighely with 
ye, it he ſhould condemne ye for breaking the 
Law, which ye are not able to obſerue;& that 
he cannot looke for more at your hands then 
he hath made you able to performe. 

Ash. J meane ſo inded, ſleſh is fraile, we 

cannot do all things. 

Zelot. 1 pray ye tell me, do yethinkeanic 

ſhall go to hell and be damned? 2 
| Ath. The Scripture ſatth there ſhall, doth 
k not?: 

Zelot, Wherefore doy ou thinke they ſhall 

be damned? 

Ath. Foz bzeaking Gods commandments. 
Zelot. Are they able for tokeepethem ? 
4h. No man is able fo2 to keepe them. 
Zelot. Shall they then be damned for euer 
in hell fire, for breaking thoſe laxyes * 
Vert not able to keepe? | 


g - 2 — _ 
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eAth. if they had done their good will: 
fo; then they tould not be blamed. 

Zelar. How the duell hath muffled you, 
to keepe ye from ſeeing the 2 of eter· 
nall damnarion which ye are in: haue ye ne- 
der heard that which» God ſaith by Moſes, 
which Saint Paulecitethinthe 3. chapter to the 
Galath. Curſedis every one which abideth not 
in all things which are written in the booke of 
the Law for to do them : by which ye may ſee 
that God with his owne mouth doth lay his 
curſe (which is damnation) vpon euerie one, 
which doth breake neuer ſo litle of the law. | 
Arb. God is mertifull.he is not ſo ſeuere as 

Zelor. Do ye not thinke that he is a iuſt & 
atrue God ? 
Ath. I mut nerds thinke ſo. 
Zelot. Do ye thinlce that when he hath vt - 
tered his iuſtice, that he can by his mercie go 
from it, and ſo be ſound vntrue? Nay, there be 
many of ye which in all things erie, God is 
mercifull, God is mercifull, which neuer con- 
fider with what conditions God bath promiſed 
mercie, neither how it may ſtand with his iu- | | 
ſticeand truth: ye thinke God offercth mercie | 
without exception, N 

Arb. J God be not mercifall, we art hut in 

an euill caſs. | Tha. 13 
Zelor. He is a moſt merci ll and gractvy] 1 
God, but yet not vnto any bus ſuch as he ka 
Pro: 


damnation. 


God, barden and blind him vnto 
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niſed mercy. How many thouſands there 
which are caticd headlong to hell wich tus 
errour , which not knowing the iuſtice and 
truth of God, do bleſſe themſeluts, where 
God hath accurſed the For theſe things which! 
you haue now vttered, are euen of the princi- 

pal reaſons which Satan doth ſeduce men wich- 
all. and hold them from the truth. They thinke, 
thus, I do what I can, God hath made me able 
to do no better, God is mercifull: they know 
not this, that God made vs able in our firſt 
creation to keepe and gbey his will wholly, 
and that although we can now keepe no part 


olit, yet he may iuſtly accurſe ind condemne 


vs vnto eternall fire, for tranſgreſſing any part 
of it. Ve are not as he made you, and therefore 
you decciue your ſelfe when you thinke that he 


requireth no more at your hands, then you are 


now able for to do. Ye deceiue your ſelfe, when 
ye thinke that God can be mercifull vnto you, 
and you liue without repentance. | 
Ash. Pon wold make a man diſpaire, tf ys 
wold put him out of hope in the mercy of Gdd, 
Zelot. I would not bring ye out of hope in 


the mercie of God , but I would bring yeout ” 


of your vaine hope, which is not that hc 
will aue ye, but doth harden and blind ye ynts 


PII, 
Nowa dayes there is nothing nn. 


Ath. Yow can a mans hope 


* 
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of you but damnation, damnation. It is well 
that God hath not giuen vou power foz to con- 
demne men. 

-1 Zelor. If it were a true faith, it muſt needs 
ſaue them, but being a faith which is blind, it 
blindeth thoſe wlüch haue it, and hardencth 
them in their ſinnes, and keepeth thẽ from the 
ſeeking after the knowledge of Gods will, and 
ſtayeth them from returning home vnto God 
by true repentance, becauſe it breedeth this in 
the hearts of men, to thinke and to ſay; we are 
well enough, we truſt in Gods mercie, we be- 
leeue as well as the beſt of them all: when as 
ifthey were rid out of this notable ſnare of the 
Deuill, & brought for to ſee the wrath of God 
bent againſt th, they would then be glad with 
feare andtrembling to ſeeke after the Lord in 
his word & to be afraid to cõmit thoſe things 
which might diſpleaſe him: whereas now a 
man may crie vntill he rend his throate againſt 
their contempt of the Lords word, and againſt 
their foule ſinnes, before he can moue them at 
all: & why? becauſe the diuel hath gotten them 
within this fortreſſe: God is mercifull, God is 
mercifull. And for your other fooliſh words, 
that there is now nothing but damnatiõ, dam- 
nation: do yethinke that men are euer the ſoo- 
ner caſt into damnation, becauſe they aretold 
of the great danger thereof ? | 


ts Ab. Jpzay ve let me lee what 
tome thereof. 


good can 
Zelot. 


- 
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vs: if there were no law, there could be no ſin. I 
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Eclot. If I ſhould meet you by the way, and 
perceiue that ye were going into the way 
where ye ſhould light among theeues wich 
would murther you: which were u 
table for vou, if I ſhould tell you thus, Ye will 
bee well, yee will bee well; or to ſhew you 
that ye be in danger of your life, if ye paſſe that 
way? Tbs 8 
Ath. That were a wicked part, oz to let a 
man go where he ſhould loſe his liſe, and not 
fo; to teil him. ad Nes 1 
Zelot. Wherefore do ye not ſee then, that 
thoſe which do ſhew ye the daunger of damna- 
tion. do it for your profit, as well as they which 
reach ye to auoid ſome outward danger. ami 
tell you thus, Go not that way, ye will beltub- 
bed, ye will be killed; doth it follow chat lie 
will rob or kill ye? becauſe ye ſaymen now vt- 
ter damnatiom and that it is well they haue not 
power to condemne men. And know this ſor 
certaintie , that if God in his word do threaten 
damnation, and the Preacher do not ſhewit to 
the people, and teach them how to auoide the 


ſame, their bloud, ſhall be required at his hand. 


But let vs come backe againe to the former 


matter, to ſee how wel ye vnderſtand your ten 
commandements. I would know this of you, 
whether it be good for men to know the law, 
ſeeing it doth nothing but curſe and condemne 


ſpeake both of the law of nature, & ot the la 
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written,and if there were no ſinne there could 
be no condemnation: for this cauſe the law 1s 
uled the miniſterie of death and condemna- 
tion, and it is called the letter which killeth 
2 Corinth. 3. Seeing it doth worke all this, 
what profit can it bring for to know it, or why 
ſhould it be preached? 

Ash. Jp2ap pe tell me, pou, foz am vn⸗ 
earned, and vou are learned, If it be as you 
lap, 3 thinke it were good not to pzeach it; if 
it do condemne vs. 
Fair. Wher a ſhame is it, that a man of 
Tauss ſhould haue ſo litle skill, as not to 

to hat purpoſe the Law ſerueth 2 It is a 

token ye vnderſtand your ten commandemdes 
Swell. I will tell ye; when a man knoweth the 
lau it doth bring him to ſee that he is altoge- 
ther corrupted with ſinne. both in bod) and 
ſoule, that he is vnder Gods heauie indigna- 
tion and curſe, and that in himſelfe there is no 
helpe at all, it caſteth him into feare and terror 
of Gods iudgements and ſo inforceth him to 
ſceke for remedy in Chtiſt, whom before he did 
not greatly ſeelce after. For looxehow a man 
which-doth not thinke himſelfe ſickenor in 
danger of fickneſlegcarcthnot for a Phyſition: 
ſo he which doth net know his damnable e- 
ſtate by the law,” careth not for Chriſt. This is 
the cauſe why Chriſt ſaith: The whole neede 
not the Phylation, but the ſic ke: I came not to 
callcherightcous, but funncrs a0 refering 
| cies 


i 
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Therefore to ſuch as haue wounded conſcien- 
| ces the Goſpel! is ſweete and comfortable: and 
, | Chriftinthe later end ofthe eleuenth chapter 
| | of S. Mathew, calleth ſuch vnto him, ſaying: 
; Come vnto me all ye which trauell and be hea- 
* | vicloden, and Iwill refreſh you. But ſuch as 
haue no feeling of their ſinnes, or which are 
I blinded and hardened , ye ſhall perceiueſmall 
| | joy or delight in them tor to heare the word 
{ | preached: they had rather be at Beare-baiting; 
Ath. Pelay wel, J would J could remem⸗ 
f | ber pour wozbs. 
Ee. There be manie which-will ſeeme 
| 


to be deſirous tor tolearne, but a man ſhall ſee, 
they continue cuen as careleſſe as: before: but 
Iwill go on with this matter. The Scripture 
fich, that a ſorowful ſpirit is a ſacriſice to God: 
ud that God doth not deſpiſe the humble and 
- | contrite hart. but men are afraid to be brought 
tothe knowledge and feeling of their ſinnes, 
r | for feare, as they ſay, leaſt they ſhould be dri- 
» | wen intodeſpaire: as though that werea ſafe 
{ otection for them for a time to be in aſente- 
eſſe ſecuritie: and as though they were in the 
better caſe, becauſe they malce no conſcience 
of their ſinnes: whereas indeed thoſe which 
are pricked and wounded with their ſinnes, are 
in the way to repentance, when the other are 


farre off. | | 
-eAth, Jcould like your wozds the better, 


but that ye wold haue men not to tr 
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faith:is it not god to belteue well: TY 

Zelot. There is nothing good in men, vn: 
lefle they beleeue well: & we cannot trait too 
much vuto faith: but you do not vndetſtand 
what faith is. Tell me this: doth faith beleene 
' according as God ſetteth dowue, and ſpraketh 
Win his word, or doth it belecue contratie to that 
which God vttercth 2 - !, N. 
At h. It doth not belue contrarie ta that 


which God btteret . 
gFelot. Let vs ſee then, when God ſcererh 


downe and ſheweth w hich are the workes of | 
the fleſli, and threatneth damnation vnto all! 
thoſewhichwalke in them: when God ſetteth! 
downethiat the deſpiſers of his word {hall be | 1 
condemned: & yet menwhich are deſiled with 
the filthineſſeol the ſleſh & walke alter then | 
corrupt luſts, do boldly bragge, that they be- 
leeue to be ſancd ,and letting naught by Gods | 1 
word, ſay they truſt in God :15 this faith ? God 
affirmeth one thing, and yet they belecue the 0 
contrarie: but sche blin dne ſle of men now n 
adayes ; when they heare vaine & brutiſhi mien 
boaſt of their faith, ye do well ſay they: to haue | & 
a good beleefe, when as indeed it is no more 
but a proud preſumption, here with God is 
highly diſpleaſed, becauſe by it they would 
makehimalicr. When the ſonne of man com | * 
meth, ſhal he find faith in earth? If this be faith, 
he ſhall find great plentie of it eucrie where 
For the Idolater, the ſwearer, the drurcard e 
proud, 


N 
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that he hath as good a faith to God, a he which 
B the moſt holy of All. S 
Ab. Theſe may tepent and be faued, oz 
elſe Gad fo2btd, y 
ebe. I go not Tpeake what Godis able to 
& in calling, as he doth call ſome ſuch vntore- 
pentance, but what they haue in the preſently, 
ut I will fee a litle further how great SK il you 
baue in the law of God becauſe ye need ſo litle 
pteaching. What ſay ye vnto the ſecõd Ethan 
demetls it lawful for a man to worthip idols? 
Ah. J thanke God, 4 do not wozlhip any, 
fo: that is flatly fogbibden. 15 

Ze. What ſay ye for the 1 any image 
cir | of picture of God, do ye thinke that is àmiſſe ? 
be- | Arb. Foz milking it is no matter, ſo that a 
>ds | man haue no conflvence in them. 
0d Zelot. How do ye the vnderſtãd the wards 
the ol the commandement, which ſay, Thou ſhale 
ow | not make to thy ſelfe any grauen image, &c. 
in | th. Ye meaneth that we ſhonldnot make 
rue | any grauen image th the intent to wozlhip if. 

Eclat, That is your one addition, for there 
is no ſuch exception exprelled, neither can the 
otder of the commaundement beare it; for he 
« | doth not ſay, Thou ſhalt not make'tarhe in- 

tent to worſhip , but thou ſhale neither make 


nor worthip. 


ele 39 
proud, the adulteret, areas full of faith as they 
can be thruſt. Fox euetie one of theſe doth brag 
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Arb. Al ꝑe takt it ſo, then 8 are painterg 
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allowed fomake any picture. how ts it lawful 
to haue the image of the Pʒinct tncoing ? 

' Zelot, Iwill he you your crrour, you do 
not vnderſtand that the law was deuided into 
two Tables, and that in the firſt Table, which 
hath foure commandements , there is nothing 
commanded or forbiddẽ, but that which reſpe- 
Heth immediatly the worſhip & honour of 
God, he medleth not with any cuill or poli: 
tike matter: he doth abſolutely forbid to make 
as I may tearme it,any divine image, any ſimi- 
lituds fox to repreſent God, or to be like him; 
becauſe as the ſcripture ſheweth , there can no 
lulceneſſe or ſimilitude be made of God: ſot he 
18 a Spirit of glorie, infinite, incõprehenſihle, x 

c 
T 


which dwelleth in light, which none can come 
wnto: and therefore ye may reade in theepiſlle 
to he Romaines, how horrible a lin it was to ſet 
vp atiy imageorlikeneſle of God: therfore the 
pictures of the Trinitie,and ſuch like, are-yenic 
abhominable. But to let this paſſe, what ſay ye 
for the worſhipping of them? whether is it ide: 
latric or not, if a man meane to wor ſhip God! 
by the image, and not the image it ſclſe? 
Ath. Pow can that be idolatrie, when a mi x 
doth wozſhip none but God, he knoweth that}. 
the image cannot helpe him. I 
Zelot. Then your meaning is, that vnleſſes x] 
man do either worſhip the verie image it ſells} n 
or elſe ſome falſe God in the image, that it 8} 
no idolatrie. n d 
Wt 


: 


The Countrie divinitie. 
eh, J ſe na teaſon to the contrarie: and 
Ithank God J neuer was ſo foliſh as to taks 
a blocke o a[ſtone foʒ ta be Gd. 
Zelot. The ye thinke your ſelf cleare in this 
commandement: ye were neuer any idolater, 
ng ve neuer kneeled or prayed vnto any ĩdoll. 
e- Ath. J haue knœled befoze them, pzaped 
of] befoze them, but J neuer take tut to be God, 
li neither din I pꝛap vnto any, ſaue bnto the 
ke | Lo2d God. J truſt God will neuer charge me 
nie fo be anidolater. — 
m Selot. All you Athieſts , which, haue no 
no knowledge of God, are crammed as full of Po- 
he piſh droſſe as ye can bold, ſauing that ye will 
le, not abide by it, but go with. the lawes of Prin- 
me ces, afraid to looſę the 80 becauſe ye haue 
15 made the world your 8 . | F 
f(t} Ab., A der ty aſmuch as the beff of pe al. 
the Fn E —— — as ye deſſe the Gael 


ere whom. ye ſerue dayly. For ye vie Popiſhi rea- 
e ſont to excuſe your falling from God b idola- 
do. trie, and hs a-man may eaſily ſee that you 


are ready vnto it againe if time ſerued. 
25 Ie I malt let pe alone to iudge what 
e LUI. | 
f Zelot. Nay ye vſe the very Popiſh reaſons: 
hereby they would proue when we charge 
them with the breach of this commaunde- 
ment, that they do not commit Idolatrie: 
* forfay they, when the Scripture doth con- 
 Cemne chat ſinne, it is meant of fuchas worſhip 
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fained Gods, as the heathen men did, or ſuch as 
do'worfhip the image it ſelfe, and tale it for to 
be God. But I wil deale with ye by Gods word, 
What do ye ſuppoſe of the children of Tſraell, 
when they came to Aaron, to haue him maky 
them gods to go before them, when Moſes ta- 
ried fo Jong in the mount: did they commit 
this great ſinne of Idolatrie: 
Aub. They did tommit idolatrie, and the 
boke ſaith,they weve deftroyed,a great num 
ber of them. | 
© Zetot. What, was their intent to worſhipa- 
ny beſides the true God? 1 
Ath. That it was, foz the y deſired Aaron 
fo2 to make them Gods? 
Zelt. What thinke ye they tooke Aaron 
for to.be,a man or a God? 
Ah. That is a queſtion-in_ deve: how 
could they thinke him to be a God? 
Zelot. Did they thinke that Aaron being 
but a man, had power for to inake àa God 
Aub. Af thep thought ſo, thep were but fols, 
Zelot. And if you thinke they thought ſo 
ye ſhall proue no great wife man: For which 
way can a man perſwade any, that a man can 
make a God? or could they become more bru- 
tiſh thẽ a calfe, for to beletue that the ear-ring 
of gold, turned into the ſimilitude of a call 
were now become God? No my friend, it is ve 
tie plaine, that they meant no more but al 
image of God, and that which man 


1 


1 
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The Countrie divinitie, 4 
ſent God, and put the in mind of him. ye mul 
not thinkethey wereſo fooliſh, although they 
were verie fooliſh, a5 the holy Ghoſt in one 
Pal. chargeth thẽ, that they turned their glory 
into the ſimiſitude of a.calfe which eateth hay. 
This thẽ is plaine enough, that they meant not 
ſor to 8 oy golden _ jo ſelſe, but 
God. in the calte.Let ys ſee the. did they meane 
for to worſhip any other by the ale, belides 
the true God? | F Warn 
th, Fc (@meth they did oz elſe uh hold 
ba- they ſap, 8, fa there is but one God, 987 
Zelot. Now ye are light ypona verie poore 
ſhift: for we may as well lay, IL his is thy Gd, 
6 Iſracll,or make vs a god to 45 before vs. 
on | the Scripture it (elf, in the Hebrue tongue, ale 
though it teach that there is but one Gad, yet 
ow | ſpeaketh of him in the plurall number, & faith 
Code er excellencie or dignities ſake;as we ſeg 
Princes here inthe world, when any of them 
ſpeaketh,he doth not ſay, I,but we not my per 
ſon, but our perſon. For thephraſe 7225 1p- 
ture I might alleage dinerſe places hut qu can 
not vnderſtand,but in your e ne · 
nertheleſſe I wil cite one. it is in the Plal.Elohm 
Hep betim Hu, God is the ludge, but the words 
ae, Gods, he 13 judge. con 
ty Ash. Can you p2one that they meant to 
6-1 Woalhip none but the erue Gode 
EEelot. It is caſie to be proucd, both by the 
words of che people Wenn they ay, 
2 2 * 
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dut of the land of Egypt; they meatit not t0 
change their God, which brought the ddt from 
Pharao, and led them through the red ſea: nei. 
ther did they chinke that the calf which'Airon 
had made, was he 'which deuidedt he ſez, ang 
drowned Pharao with ls hoſt, but tlicy tookt 
It for an image of that God, & not of any fay- 
ned God:and alſo by the words of Aaron, whe 
he ſajth, To moro ſhall be a feaſt to TecHouak, 
wlüch name was neuet giuen to any, but to the 
God of heanen, at the leaſt in het dayes , the 
od of Uracli had that name peculiar vntohim 
Then ye may ſee, they worthippednot the 
rdoll it ſelfe, but God in the idoll, they meant 
not ti worſhip any falſe God, but the God of 
_ heagen, which had delruered them, and yet they 
on ominit foule idolatrie, and fell from God, 
mſomuch that God was exccedingwrath with 
them. Likewiſe in Poperie ye fell from God, 
£ when Ye bowed ynto images. 
2 All. J dope not betraute 3 did not as they 


thing, but to be obevient to a law. 
rr. Then your meaning is, that you kept 
your heart and conſcience to God, and went 
with your body but for faſhion? | 


Ab. s long as J did k#pe my co 


to be orſhipped but with your ſoule and that 
| you 


theſe be thy Gods, TſFacll, which brouglit they 


did, they put a deuotion in it, I mrant no ſuc |. 


nſcience]- 
and heart to God, J truſt Fvid well enough 3 
” Zeht, Then youthinke God requireth no 
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you may ſetue the diucll with ydur body. Ye 
une alſo that God doth not require the out · 
ward cõfeſſion of the mouth . althougli it ſhold 
be with loſſe of life. 1 
Ath. Pe do not heare me ſay , that we may 
wo2lhip the Diuell with our bodies. 
* Zelot. You might heare your ſelf ay ſo, but 
that ye ſay ye know not what: for heręin ye are 
ignoràt that tlie worſhip of images is the wor» 
chip of diuels. But I know there be many trim 
wiſe heads, which excuſe the matter and cleare 
themſelues this Way, that they male no deuo · 
tion of the image, or any other thing in the ſer· 
uice of tlie Pope, their conſcience if free to 
God, they ſerue and feare him, What doth 
it hurt them, although they come-ontwardly 
with their bodie vnto the other? at thould 
they indaunger themſelues in fo ſmall a mat · 
ter? Bur will you heare me wat I can ſay 
out of Gods word againſt you, arid ſuch fel- 
lowes? . ner 
Ach. J will heare pou gladly , Jam not ſo 
 wiifull; as not to heare. . 
Zelot. There were amongſt the Corinthĩ · 
ani diuerſe Chriſtians, which were perſwaded 
that it was a matter indifferent to go to the I- 
doll cemple, and there to fit at the feaſt witli 
- theinfiels, which they made in honour of the 
oll, and to cate of the meate which- had 
bene flaine in ſacrifice vato the Idoll. They 
ae the fact in this wiſe, that they had 
2501 4 
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Knol vnderſtood well that the idoll 
was not God, they went not of anied jon 
ae 14 1 the worſhip & ſeruice Which 
hen men did vſe, but for friendſhip & 
neighbourhood ſake they would not refals to 
eate with ſuch as were their kinsfolkes ot ac 
228 although S. Paule doth mildly 
cale with 1 anſwereth their teaſons in 
the g. and p. chap. 


8 chap he dealeth | | 
very roughly wit ſetting before them 
the tetrible er of if Cods wrath vpon ido · 
laters, & ſheweth plainly, that they were paita - 
ho . of diuels, & that they drauł ot 
of diucls,howlocuer they thouglit they 
aſclues and their conſciences freeang, 
Euen ſa. Iconclude , that theſe 
worldlingz which vſe this ſhift, ho litle deuo · 
tion ſoquer they haue, yet they haue no leſſe. 
then the Corinthians 1924 in the idoll-fealt ;. 
therefore when S. Paule affirmeth that they 
committed idolatric, it muſt needs follow has 
theſe do much more. 
Ath. Mell, it the matterebeard thatiths 
an offence, I truſt God will fo2gtue vs. 
eln. It is your mancr , although afinne. 
be neuer ſo foule, yet to make * ee 
of it, but like a dogge that is wounded, 0, 
thioke ye can by this meanes licke your ſelues 
whole, if ye can 1 "Thope God will for- | 
giue Vs. \ oil 
Ab. It yon m, then ene, 


— 


the cup 
keprth 
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- | wozſhip images. J doubt nat but God was 
| asmercifull vnto them, as bee is vato men 
now: 4 thinke they pleaſed then, 
—— let vs not ſtand ſo much in our 
olone | 

Zelot. It-is 8. meruellous thing for to ſee” 
how the diuell doth dazle mens eyes, and hom 
I he doch bewitch them. Theſe things which you 
utter, and ſuchi like, art cuen like a yaile before 
your eyes. ſo that ye are not able for to haue a- 
ny ſig it into Gods word, How grolle and dol- 
dilh d euet che matter bee, if yee can ſay thus, 
our forefathers did it, will ye condemne them 
then all hit ſafe enough. Bur fee how: yee arg 
ouerſecne, all our forefathers did not fall from 
God by idolatrie, for euen in che pride of the 
reigne of Antichriſt, there were ſome ſtood 
vp againſt him, in dinerſe countries. There 
were alwayes ome whom God lightned caſte! 
the abhominations of the man of ſinne, and ſo, 
to r and talee hold of Chriſt, and God, 
who is alwayes like himſelfe receiyued,, them 
2 Sp doubtleſſe God is. more now 
pleaſed with ſuch as da now wilfully kicks. 25 
Pong Yori geo 33 7 
to —— e glorious Golpell. | 
chen hee was Lord them, from whom the 
| word of God was taken away, and being 
2 r made for to beleeue euerie 
and therefore now when God offereth 
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— eithey vnderſtood well that the idol 
was not they went not of anie ion 
at 79 4 b the worſhip & ſeruice which 

then men did vſe, but for friendſhip & 

nei hood ſake they would not refals to 
cate with ſuch as were their kinsfolkes ot ac- 
28 although S. Paule doth mildly 
cale with ae. anſwereth their reaſons in 
the d. and g.chap. 


ping in the to. chap he dealeth 
very roughly wit ſetting before them 
the terrible example of 1 Gods wrath vpon ido · 
laters, & ſbeyeth plainly, that they were parta» 
kers of thetable of diuels, & that they drauł of 
the cup of diucls,bowlocuer they though they 
kepeth aſclues and their conſciences freeang, 
Euen fo. Iconclude , that theſe 
yworldlings which vſe this ſhift, how litle deuo- 

tion ſoauer they haue, yet they haue no leſſe, 
then the Corinthians had in the idoll-fealt ;- 

therefore when S. Paule affirmeth that chey, 
committed idolatric, it muſt needs follow has 
theſedo-mnch more. 


Ach. Mell, if the matterbebeard.tatithe 
an offente, J truſt God will fo2gtue vs. \_ 

> | Zelor. It is your maner, although afinng. 
D be neuer ſo foule, yet to make . 
bolkit, but like a dogge that is wounded, 50 
x thinke ye can by this meanes licke your ſelues 
whole if ye can butfay ;Thope God wn 
giue Vs. 


th, It ron laptrus, then — 
thers 
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. 3. meruellous thing F to . 


how the diuell doth 9 and hom 
he doth bewitch them. Theſe things which you 
viter and ſuchi lilee, are cuen like a yaile before 
your eyes, ſo that ye are not able for to haue a- 
ny ſight into Gods word. How g rolle and dol- 
un lo euet the matter bee, if yee can ſay. thus, 
our forefathers did it, will ye condemne themf 
then all his ſafe enough. 7 how! yee arge 
ouerſecne, all our forefathers did not fall from 
God by idolatrie, for euen in the pride of the, 
reigne of Antichriſt, there were ſome ſtood 
vp againſt him, in dinerſe countries. There 
were alwayes ſome whom God lightned * 
the abhominations of the man of ſinne, and 
to repent and talee hold of Chriſt, and God 
who is alwayes like himſelfe ,receryed, them! 
el aue ene ic more no 

pleaſed with as do now 3 kicke. 
and (pur 2.9 againſt the rel oy {ceke for 
to — t orious Golpell, 
chen hee was Lark them, from hom the 
— of God was taken away, and being 
blind, they were made for to beer euerie 
ls, and therefore now when God offereth 
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his grace, and ſeelceth by hit word to expell 
that groſſe darkenſſe, it were good for ſuch 
ab you, not to ſtand in your o e light, and 
obſtinatelie to refuſe the knowledge of God. 
Our forefathcrs had that great plague came 
vpon them which Saint Paule did foretell, 2 
ef.” 2. Namely, that there {hould bee a 
falling away; that Antichriſt ſhould deceiue 
the World, and bring them to damnation: for 
God ' f hee fayth_) ſhauld ſend them ſtrong 
deluſion, euen for to beleeue lies, becauſe 
they receiued not the loue of the trueth, that 
they might bee ſaued: and now when God 
th his word againe, men doe not ioy- 
fally andthankfully' embrace it, and therefore 
God doth ſend them ſhepheards euen after 
their hearts defire : not to feede them (for 
they cannot) but to fleece them. for that they 
cum skill off: not to be lalt for to ſeaſon them, 
hut to be euen like doung caſt vppon them for 
to corrupt them: not to giue them light, ſee- 
ing themſelues are blind. The greateſt nun - 
ber of you are as furre from God, as they 
were euen in the blindeſt time of Poperie, 
and that 16 confeſſed by your one mouth, 
when yee lay, yee would follo we our fore - 
fahers: For yee meane not thoſe forefas! | 
thers which did know and worſhippe Goch 
aright, but thoſe which were ſeduced, and 
3 Idolatrie : I am verie lo 
r to quèſtion with you any farther in the 
com- 
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The Countete gd fe 
commandements ye are . excecdiiſy bing in 
them. For 1 know that 150 land, te 7700 
the peo an ol Bip par? oy 
do ynderſtand fo wut commun: 
dements 5 Lords pray et, ind articles ore 
faith that it 1. geit ſhame for a Rs 
wan td bane Act isch Yeares elde 
know no more, 
Al. Bowcan pe tet'that?Fthinke eegobb 
rend pour booke, haue ye poſed all? 6 
Zelot. Igo not ſo farre beyond m . 
as you chinkeT doe. And. 1 55 1. hau 
not poſeck all. yet I haue poſed ſo many, 
Ino what the ſtate of the moſt is. This* 
find that in the beſt and moſt telivious tobnts 
gencrally , the greateſt part haue veric little 
Zeale. This I nod ,that where 455 is Ne 
of theſe townes which” are for 
be fiue which are not , becauſe they 1 N 15 
ching. This further 1 Eng by "expert xperietice, 
that "thoſe which are the wi ing i 
as it were the dayly heaters 87 ym, 
are verie raw . they-, bee 05 
Then judge you What is in the reſt, whid 
ate vetie ſeldome taught, or refuſe for to 
taught: and if this be not true, let me 
my hand.. Add yet there be idle bellies, . 
are not aſhamed with open mouth 
5 leſſe preaching would ſerde, an 
1 is koinledps enough among bo 
ple, when the poore people doe not 


The Countric diuigitic, 

tan ſo much as the Lords praier: vnleſſe they 

ould hold them ſtill in Poperic, they can by 

Ether 
| . | | P2 

might beonly th ſabboth 


ight be only vpon thi day: but now 
2 D beep a bends 
d nſelaes to o. 
ebe 1211 
it 


| ch is a pitte that if is ſuf- 
e 120 


0 17500 Js be bleſſed, which hath 
his delight in flie law of the Lord, and which 
doth meditatecherin day and night: I confeſſe 
the Sabboth day is the chiefe tirge to ſceke 

x knowledge: but that man which hath fo li- 
tle lone to the 97 0 that he cànot beſtow one 
d\ to heare it, & yet can be- 


wer in a weeke 
ſtow diuerſe howers in vaine talking drinking, 
and gaming, is but a dul ſcholler vpon the Sab- 
5 warrant ye, if a man looke well vn- 
to him, cc ſhall find it hard to iudge whether 
he or che ſeat he {ate on, carĩed away moſt: and 
for leauing their buſineſſe fo far as they may 
copuetnently, would ye haue them forget the 
dreceg ol our faniour Chriſt; firſt ſeeke the 
nzdom of God, & his righteouſneſſe, & then 
[+ e hinge ſhall be calf 5 you, The fouls 
th you is leſſe to be cared for, then the body: 
prefer this life before eternall life: and as 
chat men come for to bee beggers by fol- 
lowing ſermont, that they ſell therr kine, and 
dc are fins tobe biber for i the | 


== are 


low theirlabors painfely,'a 
God is pen mens erg which do ſet 
and the knowledge of Nis Cord: and 


ther Frags ayer ite 


be Countriedininiry 
Church, yt haue a bou eee 
neede but euen a mall for to kee 12 


taught by the we 


it ſometime doth 600 onehower, 
which they were ik 6 beſtow vainely. 22 ng 
Ah. J do not like this ſu euill as 
poo they runne from towne to towns fobil- 
daderip. A 
Letor. 1 pray'ye tell me. There were a dearth 
of cornr, ho far would ye gb to fete corn, ra · 
ther{chen ſtarue ! e 3: fare as the fons of 
Iacob, when "ney went out ofthe land of Ca- 
naan into E 
eAtb. 3 ant ben a wie, which will noe 
go a great way ol ta bay his cozue, rather then 
rue. 

Zel. Hels a ſtarke foole, which will 
great way rather then (tarue his body 2 
a 2 foole which will ney on ſtep out ur hit dore 
for to ſeeke the auer foode of bis foule:; 

Ath, Thoſe are not not alle” wail necdes 


ſteke fo; to line. 
Eat. No, you cannot See 


Ake: you fee Well in things bf this world, 
for heaucnlie things yes fee nothing 


The Countriedivigine. * 
drop fromtawne to towne to beare ſers 

15 75 Our S. uioum Chriſt pitied them when 
ca 


me into . for to heare | 
him, becauſe hee ſayth, they were as lheepe | 


withouta [hcpheard:but you and your mates 
are not grieved withrhe ſame pity :, yee are as 
like amalicious dogge as can be, which lyerh 
ike the hay, and ahh eate none ES Nil 

er the Oxe which would. Wos bee vnto 
bes & Phar iſics, ye Hypoctites, ye ſhut 
ekingdome of heaucn before men, ye en- 


* IS 


tor not in your ſelues, neither do ye ſuffer thoſe 
po enter, Nat. 23. en 

ſay they go to ſecke fade foꝛ their 
a pety learne - fo know God, but they 


do it of vaine glozv. 
Zelot. There bee alwayes ſome no doubt, 


wich doe not ſeelce of a ſincere mind but of 
1 ong and. doe abule their knowledge, | ' 


evaihely puffed vp in themlclues, wich 


Opipien of choſe things which are not in 
dip; ut will. you. Ph ſentence againſt all, 
FI 


me are ſuch ? Is this a good argu- | 
went? 1 — yaine glory men! 


Pre 


come to the Cb urch, and pray of vaine glory: 
erefore almes and prayer are to be lelt: for 
doubtleſſe ſome da thoſe things for vaine glory, 
euen as our Sauiour Chriſh accuſeth the Scribes | | 
and Phariſſes. 
Ab, But Chain biddeth ö doe tbole 


w will p 
things. Vow will ye pzous that we. Ee 


ſe 
i 
5 


manded to d 


ted cuer them for to feede them. 1 


yee thinke when the Lord commaundeth v 


for a litle earthly ſubſtance? How fatre do they 


blame them they haue time enough to be holy 
bereafter. J haue had as great delight my 
elfe ere now in thoſe things as one, but now 


kind of running from towne to towne, this 


to trouble and puniſh them for fo doing,whi 


buſes? Whereas ye ſay,youth will be doing y 
Kane, indfo will many axedlieniſe, be 


The Countrie divinitie, 23 
0 3 


ale. I know, no place which, hath. in 
plaine words... ge vnto other countries or 
townes for to heare preaching, and why 2 bes 
c:uſe che will of God is, that they ſhould haue 
preachers come home vnto thẽ, and bea 


mi 


alleadge examples of good men which-ſought 
after Chriſt, whom hee did not forbid. Doe 


to ſeeke him IO eatneſtly, and that in the nũ- 
ſteric of his Goſpell, that a fe miles ought 
for to (top vs: Ho farre thinke ye do men run 


runne on heapes, both men and women, vnto 
fealts, may games, dauncings, playes, bearchai- 
tings, and othet ſuch vanities? . 


4%. Pouth will bee doing, pee muſt nat 


I ware old. ; 
Zelot. I was ſure yee would allow this 


is no diforder at all: how many are there of 


yee, whiclicrie out with open mouth, ag unt 
ſuch as ſeeke after the word, and ſecke 


once open your mouth againſt theſe fouleg- - 


T4 The Countrie diuinitie. 
doth it follow therefore that they muſt be fubl 
fered to do the things which ate cuill > In tha | 
; 6c fp hae time chough to bee holy | 
rcarter, therein yer ſhew your ſelfe to bee; 
right worldling, a very Epicure, an ignorant 
man: for thus your worldly Epicures do ſpeaks, 
yu will haue their race, let them alone,what 
Thould young men and maydes doe with the 
gi ant ?'cleane contrary vnto that Which 
; keth by his Prophet: Wherewiths | 
All ſhall'a young man cleanſe his way? euen b 
"taking heede thereto according to thy word. 
Likewiſe by Salomon inthebooke of Eccle- 
Gaſtes chapter 11: Remember thy creator in 
the dayes ofthy youth. But now a dayes it i 
a principall pomt of Diuinitie, that youth 
may walke aſter the luſtes of the fleſh, fo lon! 
vntill through cuſtome of ſinning, th nay. 
beſotted &hardened in their wicked luſtes;and | 
their concupiſcences are grow ne ſo ſtrong, that 
there can no grace enter into them; & fo it ſee- 
med forto be with you, for I dare warrant, you 
are able to tel along tale of your youth crickes. | | 
85 4:4, _ Well, Jam as Jam, pou cannot? 
make me better, and I truſt ye ſhall make me 
-no wozle.Ve ſpeake as though none could bee 
i god but Scripture men. 
None can be good but ſuch as feare God, 


” = = 


ſuch as ſeeke for to obey him: None feare Gog, Þ x 
ach ce lighe by his ordinances, & caſt then 
behind their backes:None can obey God 2 | 


; The Countiedininitie? 75 
fach as do ſerke for to no and followthoſe 
2 

rte godly, but ſuch as are clennſed; and 

their wayrs by the word. He which 
heareth Gods word. M 

Ah. Ifthey be io gov and gsi botpcom⸗ 
meth it to pale then / that there is ſo much dos 
bate among them 2. foz: J: know! townes my 
ſetfe, which are euen deuided one part againſt 
another, ſince they had a p2eacher, which wers 
not ſo befoze. hit: theygaine, 
befoze they louen together , nowthere: 
ſention N — at 3 

Eelot. Now y arge your greateſt 
nance: I trow ye haue now paid it home : Idi 
hat d if Sara cannot with thisengineonerthrow. 
and beate downepreaching., — — 
me, can ye put fire and water toget 
— —y—ę—ñ hk 
for to agree as companions togetha ? 

Arb. What is this to the matter / 

4 Would yec haue Gd and he diucil a- 
gree together? would ye haue the godly: and the 
wicked tor to bee at one 2 this q ee muſt do yce 
muſt loolce where the fault is to be layd. 

Arth. thinke tbe fault malt ung be ebd. 
wen the pzeaching, becauſe they agr@d beſyze 
In: 1 19 

let. If their ee tog 
d bene „chen no doubt t 


berate i e 


7 ""The:Cantiirdeaioiey?T 
cannot another. But ti 
SIRI . 3 es that 
neither was it [pecans em —— 
td ſol x lorihilbitauſt tit. ci wargdlings area, 
wayes at ſtrife, & one ready for. to cucandthers,,| . 
— — — 
E 10 wither | | 
unt NN rf cond art the iprofeſſus 
tlizofyrimy geen Eatwnt Hemſchuts tobe at 
po oujw i oae & hut mucfofhnother. 
wah e. isthefavl then fo2 to be laute 
a fro the ante, whichystite ah 
e agai — 5 w4drdy becuaſe lavetts: 
kay their fftehibeſle;, and argen 
tho. Firn liglit (as SH aule lamhydeth mam 
feſt ald dung Fhov pretend other ecultsb) as 
— . 
ortet bur chin · very euidem u blind 
man m ] ãνõt—ͤüdifreteeit that ſucuna 82 
man is voßd of religion and makechprotetiiont | d 
of no mort chen tie, long. dhebds,; bebe 1 
fal und Twabrme' with great vices; Mee ibn tf 
hot ſt mihebut let um {6Now the W and [| 
be careful for to amendthen thete is not a leu / 
der fellotve vppon earth, diuerſe ſtaundem 
kant bemyſed, ihüngs ſhall be 1 
winthhe dla —— 
hate him * dogge: Light is come into ti ſi 
F | 
Te ir wotkes be cuil. Will yechiry 


adhs Golpel, : becauſe as lier ſayt 


b 
t 
; 
ſ 
x 
e 
b 


5 ; 


The Coumtrie diuinitiet 77 

hel] he came not fend peace; but a ſword, to ſet 
iche fat her ag anſt the ſonnet Mat. 40. O will 
tor. ye lay the blame vpon choſe which lloue the 
al hee Will ye blame Saint IMule and his prea- 
rs ung, be cauſc thete ans tir and hurley burn cy 
Ng amoſt wier eſocuer he came Was he to he 
the: blamed, or the wicked, infidels, which-could 
ors! not abide to haue ther ſinnes a Nut 
rat! 470. There bee ſame places where. then 
dera hatte graue and learned pꝛeachers, and pet 
there is no ſach contention in their pariſhes: 
ITlike that well 5 en 2b 117 
-Zel, Lou like chat well: ſo doth q out mais 


and 


pen 
eth [ter alſo. Amilo 


, What meane you by thats luhom do 


af yecallmy matter nns 
alf Tee. buen thedinell:;forhensgantens 
thoſe; preachers thould ride vppon his backe, 
$2 | becauſe he is ſure they will not ſpurgall u 
lion [they be yery gentie riders wrap op Js 
be {that it they Huld fer foorthy Gods wor as 
dan [they ought, and ſpread the light; that all wier 
and [ked men (of which their pariſh are full) would 
en ſtorme and fret againſt them? che, diuell him: 
ders elle would {is ke about, if they ſhould ſpurte 
vp [him but a little. But they can tell a ſmooth rale 
uche pulpit, garniſhed with ſome mery Non, 
for to make the people merry, es elſe oe o 
rotte allegorie, or ſome farte ſetehed matter 
eu ol ſome great writers, that th people may 
eee 
2 


he 7 - 


} 
I, 
5 


1 


I 
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The Countrie divinitie. 
would thinke to ſee the le come out of 
the Church blowing, that they were fed || 
full as tickes, when they go home with emp- 
tie belies . This I dare warrant , if wo 
G, let me looſe both mine cares , that 
rough the pariſhes of theſe graue —— 
divines', and except ſuch as'runne to fetch 
their victuals other where, yee ſhall not find 
fue among fiueſcote which are able to vnder- 
ſtand the neceſſary grounds and principles of 
religion: and yet the people will ſay they be 
excellent deepe men: But I loue nor dec 
which are ſo deepe that a man can draw no wa- 
ter out of them. 

eth. Iſee you like better of young raſh 
heads, and troubleſome fellowes, then pe do 
of crane tapedmen : fo2 nold a dapes there 
are a number which take vpon them te“ 
, which inderd do but pꝛattle: andfaz} | 
part, J will belevenone of them: but J wil 
r gine credit to that which ancient wn 


— do ſpeake. 
Ze. I do vtterly miſlike,that any raſh head 


| — haue the office of preaching,whichi T7180 
of ſo great dignitie , as to be the mouth 
of od vnto the people, to vtter the counſels 
und miſteries of the Lord, and to teach them 
w to ſaluati on : and great abe | 
and hisGoſpell it is if there be n 
err you tay there be: but if they be 
learned dune. diſcrecte, and wiſe, do fa 


1 


The Countrie diuinitie. 47 
fally and zcalouſly diſpoſe the manifold mi · 
ſte ties of God, thẽ the matter is not whether 
they be yong or old: for P doctrine which 
they do teach and expound js not their one, 
but the doctrine of Chriſt, the authority is 
pot of them. but of God which hath giuer it. 
But I know your meaning: you count al thoſe 
tobe ignorant, and to prattle, which do not 
reach according to your humor, ſuch at do 
— inueigh againſt your vanities: and 
thoſe which do not, they be learned & graue 
men, let vs belecue them: and fo yee looke not 
what God ſaith, but what men ſay: & ſurely: 
thoſe kind of graue men doe great hurt: 1 
meane ſuch as carrie a great ſne of learning 
in them, and ſcarce any are theberter for it. 
1b. Ano lureir Achink ther damucb gun 
el. You thinke they do much good: but 
I know they do very much hurt: the blind & 
——— 
are 
we — as drunken Miniſters, ſwea« 
— — OLIN ſuch 
| o hurt, but yet theſe u ſpeake» 
of, do mote bure: Lwilkeel — Where 


theres ach an ona tholeone name he 


people haue no nion 

| — —ę—„—n— 
is] imdete for to teach vs, and ſo they are willinig 
Ats heare and to be informed by others: but 

alt Lad which haue one W 


do The Countrie diuinitic. 
Gar kes, the people ſo much hang vpon him 
that they will heare none other: This they (ay; 
our preacher is as profound a man ac any of 
them all : if we were out ofthe way he would 
tell vs: if fo much teaching were needfull v uld 
not hoe teach vs ? if ſuch things were eully 
would he vſe themꝰ and ſo they conclude, that 
| care not for learning ought-ſamng at his 
mbuth. wheoas indeed he teacheth them li 
or notning,peraduenture he giuethabem a cold 
collation oncea moneth, and when'a man ſhall | 
take the proofe of them, he ſhall id that they | | 
are no better then ſuch as haue a dunibe idol to} | 
their ſhepheard-. ch 
it Ab. Is it not better to hans alem now 
y and than and te haue it a learned lermon: then 
| foxto haue mm without learning? J thinke 
ane ſuch ſermon doth moꝛe god then an — | 
dzedof thoſe fiving ſermons. ob vs: 
by va TJeraine thus much; that the ward of 
hahdled with. great care, men are 
Fora den dach indtoſpeake rathly, & with 
out ſute aid rvndoubted knowledge ot. the 
things whichtheywiter. Morroder;there vught | 
to bee ſuch laaruirig anti diſeretion, as thall be 
F to man iſuſt the power 
1 word v tie: conſciencem 
3 neg bee ablefor; tome 
4 plitjcrhefenfottlicicr] nruſt 
apply it to che He rem ich do _ box | 
io handle EP mill crics of _ | 
Yr 


Ay. c cv GYM YL 44a 4c4.Þ} i a 


| wee, ee, 


ehi/1ke ſuoli: 
ke 


cen;ſha#4 do but lit lo — 
me know aich v count a tearneid 
aiditiithive cali a ſlyuih ſarmtmꝭ 2 vb. 
bl Tat ia a leuruto ſermom hen th 
Pꝛeacher doth ler aer ide marterarun dig 
rar ow 'meimeritben beet is able to 
ſpealle nuch Larne, and to ale all ſoris ot 
Wend l n Go gmrifiob ec at hn 
A1h.>J xount there tnarned ſeltoſwes in- 
deed;J witl hot ginbaviition fo theſe Engl) 
 Doit039/tahvoh caorathpags wowee bt but of 
' Paute und ergrqmeo? % 3 olinzs cio} 
«Zell: kaxvouſd bradredbledentedſitomdn 
then tho Preacheryſhauld-[pealde all. Latini 
— Le 
tine chere nevorthokettc ingot ads He 


'.\ZaroppItiotuioe nc 

doubt urhole ſe Bec veammichs 
ſhewnour xant 

ty, en yee looke/ midce after. * things 


bur ſuch . 

ch thould feedb 

your 'foittes: „ 8 0 

| 6 
Thewrand diftutberireiwepuind anden 

vhemig:ocheaturdBindar/thiog rl; 85 
— —— 

yer men Þn.your 
ſide hich count thoſe — leatnerlaaſue 
Korth with all ſorts 3 authorities, 
4 


RAA TSA 


= 


85 = TheCountriedividitie 
and-thofe which bring 
Bible, they make but verbal Sermõs: But doubt · 


leſſe they may ſhew ſome grauity in their 


beard;for there is none in the matter. 


learned men:? every plow — 
cairaltongront —-—-— 

21 Zelote They are thereby — be 
vnokiltull men, and ſuch as are hot rightly in- 
ſtructed in the doctrine of S. Paul. Th: — 


ayings:of Nlata nnd Ari- 
ſtotle, as fellowes & companiotis with the ora- 


— — his Prophets and Apo- 


ſtles; and as though were greatet and de | 
—— u—-— 
all the heauenly miſteties / and counſels - of 


Go ate vttered, they ſticke not to count that 
valearned which is brought from thence: and 


Ther. For this cauſcthey: doe alſo ſeeke for to 
their ſermons and as it were for to 
e eee le,iwhen at in effect 

— Ave — ich | 
pure w 
=== Auch becauſe yer ſpeakerof 


ib yer thinke; whether 
'Sarar:Auguſtine or 


ane 
ter learned, Y uo) 210463 modi 
2242120] 8 10 ol e : cole Foo 


+ 4 


4 at RY 


a great ffir of — know- 
are wedqriry tot word :!when as 
in the 


to bee in the ſayings of the 0+ | 


Aub. Are theynot thereby knowne ins ta be 


| 
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Aib. Mou ſhould aſke that queſtion of ſuch 
as are learned: would you haus me tell ye? 

Zelot. Is not he which 1 alleage ſentences 
out of Auguſtine, Ambroſe, Hierome, and Cy- 
prian, better learned then they which alleage 
out of Moſes, Eſay, Peter, Paule or John? . 

Ath, Jtold ye befoze,that euerie man can 
alle age out of theſe, and if could reade, and 
bad a Bible, 3 could da it alſa: but to alle age 
out ofthe other. none can do that, Werde 
are great Clearks. 

Zeler,. Then it ſeemeth, t hat they were 1 
ter then Paule, and — . elle why 
ſhould they be eſteemed to be better n 

which 9 rap them? 
Ab. If z might hate my bolt, Ithinke 
they were the learneder, becauſe per — 
tings are ſo pzofound. 

alot. I would you did thinke ſoal 
indeed the pcople haue bene -fo 


» | ſuch as wold make a ſhew of LO — 


titudes are of your mind, which bi ingeth in a 
vile and ſhameful abaſing ofthe molt hoy an 
ſacred Bible But let me aske ye certame queſti- 
n. Do ye not thinke that if the — 


ith | thoſe men were to be read in our tongue chat 


tuery man then could be able We of 
3 ofthe Bible | 


Le Ithine they gh then be bl, 10 
Zelat. E uppoſe ſhould 
ebe be learned eta 


| TheOolinnedfuin ater 
Dunes bbkdf Fem?s? 


nel 10 S 
* Fett: Is od the Bible;which city 
dane ſenten ces 


1 Zrlor. You migh File — 
— hy bp 8 cuff treat — 3 

wes: for here 
hem God döch teach for to vndet uhO the 
heauenly myſteries yttered by the 
and Apoſtles: and in vᷣtrering therm, dvd fol- 
lo the ſteps of Paule und the reſt⸗ The Do: 
ots had all their true leurning our of che Bi- 
ble: : for | in it is ſet forth that wicdeme which 
ne all: ar > Jrawd $54 1 F 1 


477 U. be forty rites e ddt anvhiars, 


25 thercfoze men pow! do not vaverftand 


Doctoꝛs 
votithed.- l 1B w9 110m blow 26 11 


b: ME THAPHenchers Pre 
Rr; then for to enn t lo grofle pi. 
his vihe firſt: ; 5ccuſtng"the*Ser ay 
Watkiiefte asrhiouch they cod 

— iadesch im tſre princh — 


Br 


— 7 pede be by 
emen may be taught 
— — eee, 


nee 


. 


den wer thous 


f Ab. Aman map pen rec. 


d peecchers ſay, wer are to be 


we Ohren of ed eruò ter 
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The Cauntrie diuinicis; ” 3g 
as though the Lord did not now giue ſuch gifts 
as he gaue to thoſe Doctors: which is a Popilty 
opinion allot! for ſo dong as — = 
ward to the Churchiſo long — ng 
terpreter of the ſamaalih 
alilce: but hoſotuct is — may W 
ſec/ that inthiscge there be as great g iſtes be: 
ſto ed v pon che Church „as ever avere in = 
lence tlic — Apoltlessc I 0b 

Arth. Then you d ans oblböle inbich diy 
fact the old Fathers; ben ye will not allow 
them oz to ve cite in ſercmons Ta =_ 
vile then ſhould men reade theme 

Zelor. That u hH —— 
airran be accuſed forgdefacing the hohaftof ria 
Lord Chancellour, exauſe he would cenie him 
the dignitie and honor of the: Pome: Likey 
wiſe ſhall num he ſaid for ro; iniuri or d. 
ate the Doctors, becauſe he will pot gut them 
the tig mty wn belõg vnto God alone 
The Preacher is the mouth: wh. God vntu the 
prople, and noerhts mouth ofimen hic not 

to vtter doubaſall matter and vncer- 
tame; but -fuch/as way: bee maſt ſkuidene. 
He muſt ſay and ptoue cuenvorsthe conſe 
ence of the — God ſ 


eee 
himſelſe ſaith it, S. Paule faith ic; therefore it is 
vndoubredly true: for loolce what he faith, or 


any ocher Apoſtle, Euangeliſt or Prophet, God 
hath ſet it dovene thẽ it is his, & not theirs: 


they are but the which he vſed for] 
to vtter and his will; his Spirit in them 
ruled the e in this 40 that they did 


not noe cond notre — rea- 

cher doth la ng, not he, not 

they, 1 — — — they were the 

— ey re it downe,ſois he now 

2 recite and de- 
it 


becauſe God cannot lie, but how ſhali! J know 
which is the true (ence of it? ſhall A belteue e⸗ 
aerie man whichvoth interpꝛet the wazd? ſhal 


Inot the better bel@ue him, it he ſap it is not | 


my but &. Jerome he ſaith ſo, 

ſtine be ſaithſo.J ve. he ſhall 
haue the greater credite me, fo; ther 
| were other maner of mem then he. 556 
Zelot. eee bew pes 


dean our head is for to learne the truth & 
ly you can bring out ſuch matters | 


— yi e not of your oune head l wold | 
. F 


blinded in this matter, Hut let me ſhew'yol 
ie) r 


doubetull but v e d 
that 


tb. The wozdof God is certaine eſure, | 
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chat the word of God is ſure and cereaine, vn- 
—— — RE 
not be, except theinterpretation be ſo? It is as 
* for you to ſay, the word is doubtſull, as 
p 


28.8 & 


ſay the ſence ib doubtfull. Now when as 
ye hang the ſenſe vpon men, can ye denie but 
that it is (till in doubt? This muſt ſtill ariſe 
in the mind, Thoſe Doctors ſaid fo; but they 
might erre,and therefore I am not certaine that 
this is the ſence. If this ſhall be admitted in the 
Charch, what ſhal become of that -augepoyie,or 
full certaintie of: faith, which the word of 
God doth require to be in vs?ieis grounded 
vpõ the word of God, for it einot ſtand other- 
wiſe. Moreouer,. faith is ſure what God mea 
neth;or elſe it is no faith: therſore ſuch as wold 
hang mens faith vpon the authoritic of men, 
where they muſt needs ſtill be in doubt, & whe 
they are at the furtheſt; come but vnto 
this, it is verie like for to be true, becauſe ſuch 
notable men ſpealce it, do not now a tight 
what faith is, for that ye ſay, he ſhall haue the 
more credit with you, if he iay. It is not my ſay- 
ing, but the ſaying of Auguſtine: therein ye 
were euen as good ſay, that your faith is buile 
vpõ men, & not vpon God: For if you do be: 
leeue, becauſe ſome great learned or godly man 
' telleth ye the matter, this is no — oy 
we muſt be fully perſwaded that God hinafelfe 
dutch tell vs or elſe we be neuer the nearer, 


Aub. Howlha! Jknow whe God (peakethy 


A 


aF 
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o2 which God ſpeaketh? vou tome and pꝛeach 
ane way / another commeth a he doth pꝛeach t 
another way ye pꝛeach one contrarie to an 
other: vou ſap Gad ſpeaketh, he faith Gd c 
ſpeaketh, whlrch hall we belteue? Is not he t. 
to be beſt belatued. which tan ſhew that thole I 
great Doduꝛs are bi bis de? 44 341fs | fl 
Zelot. See Wwiiata:;froindyon leane writer; E 
you knownactwbcn God ſpeak eth, nor what, | F 
Godpeakethiz;and eb ve will haue ſome | d 
of the old Doctots for to telle are you ſure he. 
telleth you righi : if ye ber it is becauſe he ſhe - tl 
weth you the word of God, why hetellethyelo) | { 
the credite muſt be giuen vnto the word and 
not to the man But; you ſay e cannot tell whe | C 
onedothalieage the word in thetrue meaning: 
how them can y tell when; ono alleageti the! 
Doctor intiie true meaning? Me which will 
falſifie ene od of God in — Bible, be it!, 
not ſticke fot tofalſiſie the meating of the Dot 
cor: you may ſearch the. Sctiptures, to ſee ly 
whether the teſtimonies alleaged be ſo : as the 
men of Berea did hen Paule preached, Act. 
17. it. you cannot, neither ate xou comman- 
ded for to ſearch the Doctors: and vnleſſe ot 
ye ſee the manifeſt authoritie ob Gods word; ye Wi 
are not bound for tobelecue; but if it be plains m 
ly ſbewed, that God hath ſpolen, then ye are f fte 
bound vnder the paine of damnation, for to | 
ecredite voto it. Chriſt ſaith, My ſheæepo th 


my voyce, a {traunger they will not 10 
heare, 
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heare , John, 10. Alſo Saint: John: ſaich, Bre- 
thren beleeue noteutrie: ſpyit ;| but. trie the. 
ſpirites . Whether they be, God, f. Iahn. 
| chap. 4+ He therefore Mhich faith, I cannot 
tell hen the voyce of Chralt, is;vttereg, it 
1s: all one 45 if he ſhould ſay, Iam noncof 
{ | the ſhtepe of Chriſt, becauſe (as he Gym), 
Euerie one of his ſheepe do know bis voyce. 
He that ſhich;1] kn.] not which Preacher 
& | doth preach! truth, add, Which fullhoad,. 
& | hee may; then as Well ſay, ,, I am naue of 
| thoſe,to. whom the holy Ghoſtſpeaketh, and 
„ | fayth;! Trie the ſpuits , Whether they be gf, 
d | God;iths.a generall precept giuen vnto all. 
E Chriltiang zi 1101 108“ 800 

„Ai. )Pe ſhall neuer make me beleue that 


| 7 
tus, the word came not fam man, neither can 


a man teach it ye. vnleſſe God reueale it hy 
Spirit: if it were the wiſedome of. the nar 
or of the fleſly then che ſpitit of the wor 
which is in man, and knoweth the ſecret gf 
man, could teach it: but hecauſe it is chemy- 
ſterie of God, none can make ye phi 5 
the holy Ghoſt, which ſearcheth euen the e 
things of God. as Saint N eth. I. Cor. 
10. Saint: John in his 1 | , Chaptir, 2, 


9 The Countriediuiniric. 
having told them that there were cuen the ma» 
me Ant ichriſts, he comforteth them with this: 
You (ſaith he) haue receiued an annointing frg It 
the holy one & leno all things. Like as there- | 
fore none of thole can learne, who God doth |"! 
not enlighten with his Spirit: ſo on the contra- 
rie part, all choſe which are taught within by | P 
the Spirit, do feele when the doctrine which | 
the ſame Spirit hath taught, is vttered: he kno- 
wyeth his one, & he ſeaſeth it vp in their harts de 
and conſciences, which being inſtructed by] W 
hum, muſt needes conſent thereto fully. For this | A 
cauſe there is great difference berweene ſuch as | 3" 
fet all vpon the authorities of men, and ſuch as he 
preach, as S. Paule ſaith he did, with the plaine ſec 
euidence of the Spirit, and of power, 1. Cor. 2.4. 'P 
he addeth the reafon in the next verſe, that th. 
their faith ſhould not conſiſt in the wiſedome do 
of men, but in the power of God. It faith may nal 
not hang vpon the wiſdome of men, ind ther- the 
Frethe ineiſing ſpeech which mans wiſdome = 

the 
wo 
1 
the 


teacheth, is to be auoyded in ſetting forth the 
Goſpell. then can it not ſtand vpon the autho- 
ritics of men. 

Arb. Is it not lawful in any reſpec fo to 
alleage tbem? 

Titel. Yes, no doubt there are cireum tans 
ces, which may make it ſometime verie need 
full: I fpcake otily againſt this, chat they area 
leaged when as we may alleage the ſame thingy © 
of the word it ſelfe. And When they an k 


allcagedt | 


: * 


The Countrie divinitie, or. 
alleaged, for men to build their faith vpon, or 
to make men thinke that there can be no cer», 
tamty in the interpretation of the word , but 
whereas they are made for to ſpeake: when as 
indeed the preacher in his ſermon muſt come 
with ſuch enidence, and make his proofe ſo 
plaine and ſo ſtrong, that it muſt needes con- 
uince the conſcience ofthe hearer, in ſuch wile 
that of neceſſity he ſhall be forged for to ſay, vn- 
doubtedly that which this man vttereth, is that 
which God himſelfe ſpeaketh : for ſo faith the 
Apoſt. i. Cor. 14. 24. If. faith he. all do prophecy. 
and there come in an infidel,or one vnlearned, 
he is reproued of all he is iudged of all, & ſo the 

ſecrets of his hart are made manifeſt, and falling 

vpon his face, he will worſhip God; conſeſſing 
that God is verily among you. This teſtimony 
doth ſhew that the force of Gods word vttered 
nakedly is ſuch, that it conuicteth the heart of 
the infidell, and compelleth him for to con- 
feſle that God is with them which ſpeake it. 
The word of God is deſcribed in the Foile to 
the Hebrewes chapter 4. ta. after this ſort: the 
word of God ( ſayth he) is lmely and miglity in 
operation, ſharper then any two edged ſword, 
and entreth in vnto the deuiding aſunder of 
in| the ſoule and the ſpirite, of the iointes and the 

g marrow,and is a diſcerner ofthe thoughts and 

al4 inteacs of the heart. Men might vnderſtand by 

of this, that by whomſocucr the Cyordot the ſpi- 


a fit be dra we forth if it be rightly 3 


go he Countriediuinirie. 
having told them that there were cuen the mas» 
me Antichriſts he comforteth them with this: 
You (ſaith he) haue receiued an annointiig frg 
the holy one & knowall things. Like as there- 
fore none of thole can learne, who God doth 
not enlighten with his Spirit:ſo on the contra- 
rie part, all choſe which are taught within by 
the Spirit, do feele when the doctrine which 
the ſame Spirit hath taught, is vttered: he kno- 
weth his one, & he ſeaſeth it vp in their harts 
and conſciences, which being inſtructed by 
hum, muſt needes conſent thereto fully. For this 
cauſe there is great difference betweene ſuch as 
fet all vpon the authorities of men, and ſuch as 
preach, as S. Paule ſaith he did, with the plaine 
euidence of the Spirit, and of power, 1. Cor. 2.4. 
he addeth the reafon in the next verſe, that 
their faith ſhould not conſiſt in the wiſedome 
of men, but in the power of God. If faith may 
not hang vpon the wiſdome of men, and ther- 
Seide weiing ſpeech which mans wiſdome 
teacheth, is to be auoyded in ſetting forth the 
Goſpell. then can it not ſtand vpon the autho- 
rities of men. 
Arb. Is it not lawful in any reſpec foz to 
alleage them ? © 
Tru. Yes, no doubt there are circum itan- 
ces, which may make it ſometime verie needs 
full: I ſpealre otily againſt this, chat they are al- 
leaged when as we may alleage the ſame thing 
out of the word it ſelſe. And When they ane 


allcageg 
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The Countrie diuinitie. or. 
alleaged, for men to build their faith vpon, or 
to male men thinke that there can be no cer - 
tamty in the interpretation of the word , but 
whereas they are made for to ſpeake: when as 
indeed the preacher in his ſermon mult come 
with ſuch enidence, and make his proofe {0 
plaine and ſo ſtrong, that it mult needes con- 
uince the conſcience of the hearer, in ſuch wile 
that of neceſſity he ſhall be forged for tolay,vn- 
doubtedly that which this man vttereth, is chat 
which God himſelfe ſpeaketh : for {o faith the 
Apoſt. i. Cor. 14. 24. If. faith he. all do prophecy. 

and there come in an infidel,or one vnlearned, 

he is reproued of all he is iudged of all, & ſo the 
ſecrets of his hart are made manifeſt, and falling 
vpon his face, he will worſhip God, conſeſſing 

that God is verily among you. This teſtimony 

doth ſhew that the force of Gods word vttered 

nakedly is ſuch, that it conuicteth the heart ol 
the infidell, and compelleth him for to con- 

feſle that God is with them which ſpeake' it. 

The word of God in deſcribed in the Epiltle to 
the Hebrewes chapter 4.12. aſter this ſort: the 

word of God ſayth he) is lmcly and mighty in 
operation, ſharper then any two edged ſword, 

and entreth in vnto the deuiding afunder of 
the ſoule and the ſpirite, ofthe iointes and the 
marrow,and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Men might — — by 
this, that by whomſoeuer the ſwordot the ſpi- 
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92 The Countrie divinity. 
will pierce through and through, boch the bo- 
dies and ſoules of the hearers, and will moue e- 
uery veine in the hart, euẽ of the wicked: ſo that 
he needeth not to grind it or make it ſharpe v- 
pon the grindſtone of Ambroſe or Hierome. 

Ath. Then pcu deſtrop learning, if pe take 
away the wꝛitings of the Deaozs , foz they 
ſerue to no ble: iſ it be as you ſap, whp ſhould 
ſtudents reade them? 

Erlot. There is great benefit in the reading 
of them for to helpe vs tothe true vnderſtan- 
ding of the ſcriptures. 

Ath. If they helpe pe fo vnderſtand the ſcrip⸗ 
tures, wherefoze do pe not when pe erpound 
the ſcriptures, tell which is theirs? Pe robbe 
them, and take the glozy to pour ſelucs. 

Zelot. Now ye reaſon as buzzardlike as can 
be, ye may be a Doctour of Dunces for this | 
argument: Doth the Preacher come in his 
owne name, muſt he tell his owne will, or is he | 
toſceke his owne glory, or the glory of any o- 
ther man It other haue holpen him to find the 
knowledge of Gods will, which he muſt vtter 
is it therefore become theirs, becauſe they haue 
ſhewed it vnto him?If he now ſet it forth in the 
name of the Lord alone, whoſe it is, doth he tob 
them ? For looke whatfocuer a man findethin 
the auncient writers in expounding, he isn 
further to belecue them then they proue: theit 
expoſition out of the Bible: ſothat it conti 


nneth (ill not theirs, but the Lords : and ue 
ſhoult 


— 
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ol prophane Poets: but wee muſt ſee to what 


therefore are yee to giue credite vnto it: no 
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92 
ſhould vſer ibe it vnto them, we ſnoul drobthe 
Lord and be theeues for other men. Therefore 
in this matter; wee muſt follow the precept 
which the Lotd giueth . Peter 4. is ie that 
ſpealceth let lum ſpeakeas the words of God. 
Arb. Is that ſoa meant, that it is nat allowed 
to tite any thing dut of other bokesbeſtdes the 


wo2rf 

Zelot. [told yee before that it is not ſimply 
vnlawfull for to cite or alleadge a ſentence out 
of a Doctor: but the manner and ende of the 
doing of it is all . I ſay likewiſe that a man 
may in ſome fort alleadge a ſaying out of any 
Heathen or prophane writer : for we haue 
the example of Sunt Paule, Actes. ty. t. Co- 


rinth. 15 . Titus. 1. allcadgiog the ſayings 


ende: doth he reaſon thus; The Poet ſaytivit, 


man would bee ſo fooliſh as to make their 
words being Heathen men, to be of ſuchau- 
thority : but he ſheweth that euen their owne 
Doctors conſented with him in thoſe things] 
and therefore a ſhame, and foule reproach for 
them to be ignorant of the ſame. When the 
Papiſtes do charge vs to bee gone from the 
faich of the olde Fathers , although we ate to 
eonfute them this way , namely, by ſhewing 
Geir treacherie and lying, when we are able 
to proue by the writings of the auncient Fa- 
rag that in the chick 4p they fully as 
424 
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gree with vs: yet this is not the way which 
God hath appointed and ſanctified for the con 
uerſion and education of his people: this en- 
gine is ouer weake to reare vp the Temple of 
the l. ord: we mult take heede we leaue not the 
ty word it ſelfe, and leane vnto a tottering 


pla 


Saint Pauleſbeweth the power of the 


word. 2. Corinth. 10. where he faith, although 


we walke1n; thefleſh; yetwe ware not after 
the fleſh: for the weapons of our warfarre are 
not carnall, but mighty in God for to throw 
downe holds: which he expoundeth in the 
verſe wiuch followeth, to be the imaginations 
and euery high thing which is exalted againſt 
the knowledge of God, and euery thought; 
which {he ſayth) they leade captiue vnto the o- 
bedience of Chriſt. There is no power nor any 
authority can do theſe tungs, but that which is 
in the word of God it ſelſe: which is to be 
made ſo euident by the Preacher, that it may 
bring tlũs thing to paſle. 
The miſerable experience in our time o 
ſuch as flie from the ſtrong power ot the word, 
and fight with the weapons of men, may teach 
vs, becauſe ir doch manifeſtly appeare vnto all 
which haue eyes to ſee, that they are not ſtrongꝶ 
enough to throw dowae holds and to lead 
captiue vnto the obedience of Chriſt the re- 
bellious thoughts and imaginat ions of men$} bp 
minds: they cannot ſhew a man by them con- 
urted ſincercly and throughly from errors — | 


” 


| 
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euill maners by. alleaging the authorities of 
men · It was not the practiſe of the ancient and 


dl father in their ſermons, for aue the 
1 of the mighey word, 2755 gat 
to rent the ſtony xocke in peeces, ; ae 
to the authorities of weake men er 

ne befote them. But hat ſhould a man ſay? 
The word is thought robe of no dope rde 
it be ſtrengthened other wiſe. 
But let vs leaue this and come backs acaine 
to ſome of y your other matters; hremembes vec 
did lay this as a great accuſation 3 5 | the 
preachers. that they medled with pr 


eAth.. J did ſo, and not without. — * 


they do great hurt thereby vata ange- hen 


tber teach ſuch things. 
Zelot. What hurt can ye lhew; which com- 


meth by preachiag of predeſtination},...... .. /. 
4. Jfa man be choſen fo2 to be d, let 
him do as enill as hee can he ſhall not he dam⸗ 
ned: and if a man be appointed befozehe was 
bo2ne to be damned let him do neuer ſomuch 
god he can not be laued: and 1 


ve teach this doctrine, xe tered ey fel 
the people that thep.may line asthep luſt: 
them neuer heare teaching, to whatprp 
Gould it 2 0 wa 
Zelot. * 

bold ignorasce n a man g 
ſeeme to be a rate thing that a * — 
which is but 2 a rotten Carion, 


G 3 


96 The Comtrie diuimnitie. 
ſhould Andes himſelfe againſt God ,cuenithe 
Lord of infinite e! and glory, bot chat 
we ſce it dayly for to be common 
Arb. Do not accuſe me foz to be Prong 
would J were as fre ft om all other en 
pleaſed God. 
Erlot. If ye were as ſicke as ye be proud 2 
little meate would give yee your fupper: 
But I know you do not lee your pride. 
Arb. J matuell why ye ſhould coank me 
-p26nd,ye ſee how plaine J go. - 
Delve Vou thinke that pride 1s in the coate, 
hen iti5in the hart, a man may haue a kings 
bart rm his breaſt; and) et a beggers coate vpon 
his backe There is puck why ye do not go gay. 
ye are not able: for take che toggeddeſt begget 
in the world, and g ue her the 1555 wing which 
the great Ladies Ak and yeetbalt fre her flie 
ee Hoke « There 15 pride againſt God, 
niich agamſt men, and Youarein ti deepeſt of 
them, euen avainſt God: © 
2 Pzonr that} betatiſe pecondemnome 


abe, Te take ur fer to be wile; and 
W. Lord yndifereete & dwiſe. For ye charge 
him with folly; when' as yet ſay this doctrine 
doth ouerthrow all, and yet he hath e: 
it in ſundry places 6f h If ir be ſoexcce- 
ding hurtfull, then ſutely Chiaſt was to be bla 
med, d. Paule & S. Peter With the reſt of the A- 
poltles were very vndiſercete betauſe * 


9 


| 
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ſer it forth. It ſeemeth that it had bene good for 
them'to haue taken aduiſe of the deepe heads 
of the world, which might haue foretold them 
the daunger which would follow, and haue 
ſayd, Maiſters take heede how ye deale with 
ſuch doctrine, it will turne ye vnto diſcredit; O 
fooliſh wiſe fleſh , this matter is ouer farre be- 
yond thy reach,thou canſt neuer come within 
| the ſmell of it. 

Ath. Smell, oz (mell not, let me heare pe 
anſwer the matter. 

Zelot, You ſuppoſe that your reaſons are 
vnaunſwerable, and that cauſeth ye to be ſo 
freſh and ready, but alas man , your on yoo" 
is no good ſiluer yt are in a wrong boxe, Iwill 
ſhew you how childiſhly ye erre. Forſooth ſay 
ou, if God hath choſen à man to ſaluation 
ore he was borne, then let him do as euill as 
he can, he ſhall not be damned: and whereas 
the nature of man is prone and ready to ſeelce 
after the liberty of the fleſh, this doth open a 
doore vnto him, and a wide paſſage vnto all 
euill, becauſe he needeth not to care what he 
doth it is appointed before hand what ſhal be- 
come ot him. 

This mighty and inuincible teaſon of yours 
hath neuer an eye to ſee with all, and although 
it ſeeme for to haue good legges, yet is it but an 
old Criple: be not led by it, for ye ſhall both 
fall into the ditch. Did yee neuer heare what 
8. Paule ſayth, — r. A cheſt are 

2 4 
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his words, as he hath choſen vs in him beſore 

the foundations of the world were layd, that 
we ſhould bee holy and without blame before 
him through Re them ſtand theſe two things 
together, when ye ſay if mẽ be choſen they may 
liue as they luſt,and God fayth by his Apoſtle, 
that hee hath choſen them for to bee holy and 
blameleſle in their conuerſatiõ? And this is vn- 
doubtedly true, that thoſe whom God hath 
predeſtinateto be heires of glory, he hath ſcaled 
the with the holy ſpirit, as ye may reade in the 
ſame chap. They are freed from the bondage ot 
ſin by the ſpirit, they walke in the ſpirite, they 
are led by the ſpirite , they ſhew foorth by the 
fruits of the ſpirite , that the fleſh withtheluſts | . 
and concupiſcences thereof is crucified inthem, | + 
and that they are regenerate and borne againe | - 
of the ſpirit ,- and ſo become new creatures in 
Chriſt, ſin is abhominable vnto them they hate | - 
and loth it no leſſe then deadly poyſon, they | - 
pant and breath to be wholly ſet free from the 
remnants of it: righteouſneſle is deare and pre- 
cious voto them, their ioy and harts delight 15 
in it: they ſigh and grone, becauſe they can not 
reach vnto the perfection of it. The word of 
God doth plainly teach, that the elect are thus 
as I haue ſhewed: and yet men ſay that election 
taketh away all care of godly life. } 
Airb. J like not this, that men will lay, 
they know God bath choſen them: how can 
idey tell. Can any man tell ten 
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do with him Did God suer tell them khat they 
areelected? Teas 
al. How ſhould you like of this, when as ye 
like of no goodneſſe How ſhould you which 
are hut a naturall man, iudge of things ſpiri- 
tuall ? Youthinke a man cannot tell what. God 
will do with him: becauſe you are blind and 
ſec not the way, ye ſuppoſe all other are ſo: you 
axe an Inhdeil, or elſe yee mi She plamly heare 
God ſpealce in his word and tell which (hall be 
ſaued, and which are in the way to damnation. 
Do ye ſuppoſe that it is vacertaine when the 
{cripture tclleth a man how he ſhall know that 
he is choſen; if the word of Godtell him he is 
choſen, hath not God himſelſe then told him? 
Read the firſt chap.of the ſecond Epiſtle of Pe- 
ter, and there yr ſhall ſe ho a man Mall know 
cettainely that he is elected. and that he [hal ne- 
uer fall. For if a man feele that God teacheth 
him by his {pirit, and reneweth hun by repen- 
tance, he is ſure ( becauſe God ſaith ſo) that he 
is choſen to etetnall life: if at any time he feelt 
the grace of God weake in him, then doth hee 
doubt and ſtagger. but yet his faith getteth the 
vpper hand. On the other ſide, when a man li- 
meth in ſin, and obeycth vnrighteouſueſſe, God 
telleth him plainly that he is in the way to dir 
nation. Aud therefore all thoſe vhich do not 
find in themſelues the ſpirituall birth at the 
leaſt begun, whereby they may aſſura theage 


lelues that they be choſen , may certainely lays 
don 


10> _ The Countrie diuinitie. 
that as yet their ſtate is damnable. 2522.0 
Ath. Dow can pe ſay their ſkate is damn. 
ble, ſo long as they belæue: Can men do moze 
then belceue ? 0 | 
Zelot. They do not beleeue: for if they be- 
fecuc,then are they ſure that God loueth them, 
What is it elſe which they belceue? if they know 
they bein fauor with God,it is becauſe he choſe 
them in Chriſt: Ifthey doubt of Gods fauour 
then do they doubt whether God heareth them 
prayers, & therefore they ſhall not receiue any 
ene at the hands of God, as ye may learne in 
the pie of Saint James. Chapter i. verſe 6.7, 
and although many of the faithfull do doubt & 
ſtagger oftentimes yet they are not like the vn - 
6 _— which continue in the — but — 
et the vpper hand. they ſtriue by prayer, & 
Nee — wh ich God hath Loi: bore 
ſtrengthen and increaſe their faith, their knows 
ledge. their repentance, and ſo farre to grow in 
ace, vntill they come to aſſurance that God | 
hath choſen the. As for the wicked they know 
of no ſuch faith, that a man may attaine to aſſu- 
rance of his election: they labor not about any 
ſiuch matter, but continue ſtill in their blind 
doubt, ſetting al vpon hazard: and as for theit 
doing what they can, it is nothing · they cannot 
but ſin. & therfore be damnech how ſoeuer they 
ſeeme for todo good workes, yet before God 
they are no good workes , becauſe they pro- 
evede not of laith, but from the fleſh: they hes 
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not graffed into the true vine Chriſt, and for 
that cauſe can bring forth no fruit. John. 15. 

_ 4th. If God had cholen men befo2e ths 
woꝛld to be faned, wherefoze did Ch2ilt die 
fo; to ſaue them: It they ſhould be ſaued be⸗ 
foze, his death was moꝛe then needed heres 
foꝛe ſhonld men be taught, wherefoze hont5 
they p2ay? all theſe are in vaine. 

Teo. Lou are like vnto a man which doth 
malce ſtrife and debate bet weene brethren and 
friends: you would ſet prayer and reaching; 
and the death of Chriſt, together by the eates 
wit Pods election: but do u hat yes cn all 
theſe will agree well together, they be ſo vn 
ſeparably knit in friendſhip . God hath choſen 
men for to be redeemed in his ſotine: for the 
ſcripture ſneweth that we are choſen in Cheſt. 
He hath choſen men tobeernſtruRtedunditah 
led by preaching the word, he hath choſen men 
for to call vpon him and to worſhip him; in 
holineſſe and righteouſneſſe all the dayet of 
ter life. ö 

Arh Pe ſpeake much of pzeaching;pzearhing, 
as though it were ſo nedfull : Can they male 
the wo2d of God better then it is: J there not 
enough let downe in the Bible foz mi tore; 
wherefo:e ſhould they adde moꝛe? Cannot men 
reads that: Js not reading pzeaching? 1 


There is ſome Colt ſo wild, that he wi 
halle a doſen light we of foct for to driut hum: 
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he will in at euery gap, turne at cuery lane an 
out at cuery gate. Euen ſo Ican liłen the reaſg 
ning with ſuch as you are: ye haue ſo many b 
ſhults, ſo many cauils,, ſo many turnings, tha 
ten ol the belt learned in this land, ſhall hardy 
be able to keepe ye in the way. But we muſt na 
leaue ye thus, but bring ye into che way agaim 
Preaching is not ſo needfull, they can make the 
word of God no better then it ic why man they 
lo not preach for to malce the word 4 
for to make you better: there is enough ſe 
done in the Bible, but you vnderſtand little 
enoughof it. Men may reade it, as a great num- 
ber do which peruert it, and are nothing bette, 


yaderſtand it. Reading (ay you is preaching, 
Truly then I know a man which hath a little 
danger char a trimme Preacher. I perceiue 
our land is full of Preachers: but yet in deed not 
ſuch as S. Paule deſcribeth. For the litle girle i 
not apt to teach, able to inſtruct to exhort, to 
cõuimice, nor to diuide or cut the — af God 
aright. nor to open the miſteries of it. If ye leape 
ouer many of theſe ditches, ye will breake your 
necke in the end:ycare g very Skilful ——— 
yetakeexpounding and applying the wor 

God — be adding: for yee aske why they 
ſhould adde. 2 
Ab. Ate nat ma allowed which are but 
readers, cuen by the learuenſt in the land? 
Do ye find felt wiſh che Biſhoppes? 03 = 


rd by ie, becauſe they ſeece not helpe for to 
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ye one of thoſe which do not allo wer Biſhans⸗ 
foz ſuch fellowes there be now a daies. 
| Zelet. I would ye ſhould know that I am 
none of thoſe which diſallow Biſhops: when as 
the word of God goth ſet it downe to be a 
worthie worke: it is averie reuerend office, & 
exceedingly they are to be blamed, which do 
contemne it. ot deface it. God hath ordained 
the othce of Biſhops in his Church. for to 
uerne and feed his people: ſuch as would » 
ih the ordinance of God, doe reſiſt Gad, and 
are enemies vnto the Church of C riſt. 
Ash. By my faith, J like pe the better 


-| foz that. 
Zelot. I lilce you neuer the better for your 


ng, | {wearing 


Ath. ” am not ſo p2eciſe as to make any 
account of ſwearing by my faith; 

Zelot. I thinkefo, for faith is no more ac+ 
count made of, then as a packchorſe, allis laid: 
on his backe. 

e1th, J pꝛay God we may doe no woe, 
and then J hope we ſhall do well enough; are 
yon without ſinne? J doubt not but ve will 
5 | commit as great offence to God as this,02.0- 

ner the weeke be ended. Pull the beame ont 
of your owne eve: ifeuery man would loks 
to himſelle, there ſhould not be ſo much ine 
ding fault one with another. > i n 
/ Zelot; Where learne ye that praier in the 
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although they be neuer fo ſmall. Where lear. 
ned ye to ſpeake afterthis fort; no worte, and 
that ye hope then to do well enough: is it no- 
thing to breake fo ſtraite a rule of Chriſt? Do 
ye not thinke that children dying in their in- 
fancie before they can ſpeake or worke, are 
damned for leſſe finnes? I ſpeake of fuch as are 
nt of Gods Church when as they haue only 
orig inaſt ſin. You know not from how euill 
a roote thus ſinne doth ſpring: neither do yet 
know the foulneſſeof ſinne, and therefore ye 
cannot tell how much God doth abhorre it & 
condemne it. For this cauſe, being as full ot 
filthy vices and prophane ſinnes as ye can be 
thruſt, and of ſuch indeed as God doth curſe 
and hate, becauſe they ſeeme ſmall vnto you ye 
ſuppoſe ye ſhall do well enough. What if 
haue greater in me or that I ſhall cõmit gtea- 
ter as you ſay before the weeke be ended. doth 
that excuſe you? I haue many ſecret ſinnes in 
me, which 1 do not fee; becauſe Ido not per- 
fectly vnderſtand the law of God: for theſel 
do earneſtly intreate the Lord to małe them 
knowne vnto me, by giuing me more perfect 
vnderſtanding of his will, and alſo to giue me 
power for to caſt them out. I haue alſo many 
fmnes in me which l fee and know, that cleaue 
ſo faſt, that I cannot vtterlyicaſt them foorth? 
notwithiſtanding I hate and abhorre them, 1 
am wenty of the, I fight againſt them, prom 


prayeth to be cleanſed from his ſecret linneg 
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and figh in my heart with ſorrow for them, I: 
feele no ſweetneſſe in them: for they are more 
bitter then gall vnto my ſoule: Iam — 
glad when I can ſuppreſſe them: I haue profel- 
ed and vowed a —.— war againſt them, 
5 although I preuaile not ſo far as to be vt · 
ridde of them, yet I labour by meditation 
in Gods word, and by hearty prayer, tobring 
them vnder, that they raigne not ouer me, nor 
that I may not agree with them; and althou 
Ibc not able to become perfect, yet with all t 
might I can I ſtraine & breath to come as nigh, 
perfectiõ as Ican: my deſire is good to reach ity 
and although I bake that I come many 
ſhort, yet I approch nearer and nearer. I his is 
true repentance, this is that which S. Paule ſet- 
teth fort hin himſelfe, Rom. . Philip. 3. with 
this I know God is pleaſed , without this thert 
cannot be any ſeruice done to God. 

Atb. J like not when men will pieamote 
in another mans eye. 

Zelot. Our Sauiour Chriſt doth not ſorbid 
to eſpie a mote in another mans eye, for wears 
commaunded to admoniſh one another, 
whatſoeuer it be wherein we do amiſſe: but 
fach as you, which cannot abide to be —— 
niſhed, do ener alleadge that ſaying of Chriſt, 
as though hee had ſpoken it vnto this ende, 
that one ſhould not admoniſh another. It is a, 
foule hypocriſie for a man to bee curious in 
reprouing {mall faults in other, and make 
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no conſcience of great and foule vices in him 
ſelfe. Eucrie man ought to looke vnto lim 
ſelfe, and cuerie man is bound by the word of 
God; andcharitie, to looke vnto others, and 
to conuert them from ther ſins if they can; To 
conuert a ſinner from going aſtray, and to ſaue 
a ſoule form death, as S. Iumes ſi pcaketh. chap 
g. veri. 20. and ſo to couer a multitude of fins, is 
a bleſled thing, and ought to mouc men wick 
dilligence to viz charitable admonition. 
Arh; A they would do it in charitie, 3 
could like it: but men haue no loue they do it 
becat ſe thep are p2eciſe and captious. 
Zelot. Let a man ſe yee commit any foule 
crime, and reproue ye, your aunſwer is by and 
yee may not iudge: when as the matter is 
— and doth iudge it elfe: Now when 2 
man dotli admoniſh you; according as God 
commaundeth, yce are bold with the ſame 
mouth. which ſayd, ye ouglit not to iudge, for 
to judge him, affirming that hee doth it of a 
captiout and quarrelling mindethe thing being 
ſo excteding good of it ſelfe: who made you 
able for to ſee into the hart of man, and to find 
that he dothi it not wel? Lou are thoſe of whow 
the Prophet ſpeaketh, Wo be vnto thoſe which 
call good euill, and cuill good. If he be a man 
Tpotted with vices himſelſe, and doth reprous 
another, not earing for to amend. ye may bold? |" 
he dothi ic of an euill mind: for tan hebe 
table vnto other meni;to feeke their come t 
eee, 
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gerfion; and not to becharitable vnto himſelf 
to ſeelee his dne ſaluation ? Or can he hate 
im eſſe in other, & not hate it in himſelf: 
eb. Mell, the bet of: vs all map be az 
mended. we haue all infimittes: whac won ld 
pe haue moze then this, at the laſt tocallfo3 
p. Fercſe? Ita man be (0z1e.. andaſke God ſoz⸗ 
giuenes. is he not enen as well as they which 
are the moſt pꝛeciſe: the mercie of God muſt 
ſaue all: and what would pee bane a man 
J] care fo; Ow — — 
K map haue repent in ', 
Zelot. Here is lluſte, here is found 
le | diuinitie I may well terme this reaſon cuen 
1d! | the Porter of hell, for it eucn the wi- 
15 | deft gate, that a thouſand-may goin ona rank. 

This is true, that the beſt of vs all ay be a- 
mended, and that we haue all — hb 
ye do wickedly apply it, for when ye ſhould 
reaſon thus, the beſt may be amended, che moſt 
holy are ſported, and — Saint Paule 
doth teach, they muſt indeuour for to proceeiſi 
| forward: for the word of God willeth men 

ſtriue & contend euen againſt all vncleanne(lle, 

and neuer to ceaſe, hs come as nigh per- 
fection as is voſſible. But you reaſon quite con- 
trarie, that CE the belt are ſinners, thete- 
fore men are to make ſmall account to amend. 
Te ſhould thinke thus, the moſt —— oe 
need to ſorrow and 1 
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ſuch as are groſſe ſinners .. For our. Fauiour 
Chrift doth ſhew , John 8: that whoſocuer 
coummitteth ſinne, is the ſeruant of finne: Now 
ſo long as a man is the ſeruant of ſinne, ſo long 
is he not the feruane of God. for no man can 
ſerue two fo contraric mai ſters. S. Iohm ſaith, 
he that committeth fin, is of the dell. Where 
learned ye this. that a man may continue in 
his 8 all his life i the laſt call for mer. 
cy? commandeth men to repent ſpeedily 
and not to put off from day to day: be threat. 
neth excceding ſharply, in the firſt Chapter 
of the Prouerbs, that when he hath called and 
cried vnto men ſor to refurne from their euill 
wies, and they haue refuſcd. that at the laſt 
they ſhall call and not be heard: he will laugh 
when their deſtruction commeth vpon them 
they (hall ſeelce him, but not find him. Do you 
thinke that when God hath called and we re- 
Fuſe, that weſhall not call and he refule? 

Ab. Che ſeripture ſaith,that at what tim 
ſoeuer a ſinner doth repent him of his ſin, Oed 
Ne een 

Scelot. e {cripture e any thing fo 
the comfort of the — bane the Diuell 
doch teach the im 
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itent for to abuſe it to 2 
their hardening. It is moſt true, that at what] 


time ſoeuer a ſinner doth repent, his ſinnes an] g 


all: forgiuen, but is it ina mans choiſe for M 
dent when be wille can he take 8 new. hall] 


doth pleaſe him? can he hongthgt Un 


ar 
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bixth, anda right ſpirite when he will 2 Tt 
God which doth create a man'a new , or Ma- 
keth him a nc creature in Chriſt, when it 


pleaſeth him. A manneedethnot to care for 


any thing but to be ſaued: but that is not ſoea· 
fie a matter as men thinke. Striue for to enter 
in at the ſtraight gate ( ſaʒ th Chriſt) for many 


u hall ſtruc and ſhall not enter: The way is na- 


row and the gate is ſtraight which leadeth vn · 
to life, and few there be which hind it? and if 
this be true which you ſay, thata man may 
live in ſin all his life, and at the laſt be ſaued 
euen for vttering a few words ; then the way 
is broad and eaſie, who cannot find it, whoal- 
molt doch not walke in it? But alas, it is a bro- 
ken ſtaffe which men do leane vnto. God is ve- 
ty mercifull, but not to thoſe which deſpiſe his 
Golpdl, for vengeance belongeth vnto ſuch : 
it is vnpoſſible (faith the holy Ghoſt Heb.z.} 
that ſuch ſhould eſcape, And although ye haue 
neucr ſo long time to repent, if God doe not 
vorkee it in ye, you ſhall die in that blindnefſe 

and hardneſſe of hart in which ye Haue jued 

We mult ſceke in our lifetime to be begotten 


gell Che word: for the ſeripture ſalch, G | goth 


beget his children by that. 
Ab. Shall not a man hope foz torepent at 


the : ; K 1 ' + 36 d - 
akne e what repentance. 1 and tr 
#4 g 0 1 1 
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' moucth ye to thinke that ye N 
nec | 'S 


» 


I hope 4 vo tepent now, and tall 
a Zelot. Repentance is a returning home viii 
to God Rom ren vices and 8 55 delires 
which are in the flcth and in the heirt, Tobe 
renued by repentance, cannot be but whete 
man is renued in knowledge, for that is Ge 
part of the image of God which muſt be te. 
ſtored in vs: Reade in the N 0p to the 
Epheſ. from the 17 , verſe forward: If a man 
continue in datkeneſſe, he doth not repent:He | 
which comimitteth his foule ſinnes ſtill, al- 
though it be but in the deſire of his heart, hath | 1, 
not repented: He which doth not feele ſorrow | yi 
and griefe, and hath not a broken and contrite| . 
heart and a forrowfull fpirite, hath not repen- | » 
ted: hee which doth not eſchue euill and doe 
ood, hath not repented. All theſe are raught| | 
5 the word, for that is it by which we muff 
cleanſe our wayes: and therefore ye may wo 154 
fay, that he which learneth not out of God 
nord to repent , cannot repent: for although] 
if it werepoſſible he could repent for all other} ©» 
ſinnes, yet this one fin , to ſer light by the in} £4 
ſtruction of the Golpell, will make ſtill work] (0 
then they of Sodome, as our dauiour doth td tf 
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vs lurcly, J dare A 
Zel. Iam aue becauſe the L doth [prake 
TY that whoſaeuer _ doth, 9.7 ee. * 
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ofthe wicked man whi r not r repe 
; therefore hath not the true faith 5 8 ah 
"| ; prayers before God , Ahe e crie Toude 
+ ercall neuer ſo often; far ynto ſuch the Lord 
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Eſay, when ye ſtretch foorth your hands, I will 
ture away mine eyes from ye. Alſo i ye mul. 
tiply your praier, I will not * Likewiſethi 
holy Ghoſt ſach by Salomon in theProu 
chat tlie ſacrifice of the wicktd u an abhoi 
tion. And in the ſame booke it is fig 8!” Hethie 
turneth away His care from liciting the Lam, 
cuen his prater ſhall be abhoniinable,, & chert 
fore i the latter ende of the 
| Ecclefiaftes;Fe ado)(eth'men' when they 
into the houſe ol God to takeHeed to their feen 
and to be readier to heare them to offer the ſi- 
3 fot ( faith he ier know — 
cy do eail]:/Now ye Tha 155 many 
15 muferies.& Pond — dec 
1 7 


fourth Chapter of 
come 


9 5 ter without true repentanct at 
for ſo foone as they game 
"That fe: edi to their ol r they had 
1 ay then ſhold ie ever edririnite with 
mary the in malicr, 82 as they 
1 2 9 eke, win be ready to act for-| | 
E& to fo ue al the world: ther liide 
e not to beate malice any longer,buek 
oon a5 they beabletocraule our of theirhec $ 
| to ſtand ypon cheit legs: ye (ha) ſee theit old wy / 
15 Wale it fer med) ſpritig a wha, 
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Pee 8 they aske God forginenelſe, by * 


— 


abideth ſtill the ame that it 3 


1 4 


: 


/ 
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life to ſeeke for the knowledge of God, tu in- 


"ſhould trach them the 3 
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God: they haue nor put offthe ſinful body ofthe 
fleſn: there is no chãge in thẽ before ( - 
ſoeuer they ſceme to be changed 2 
This counterfeit repentance małceth men bold 
all their life to deſpiſe the holy word of God, 
which ſhold inſtruct and add — 
the at the ir end not to feare the wrath of God, 
nor the vengeance to comeꝛbecauſe they thinke 
God is ſatisſied with this r ad alfo 
becauſe they no ot chris ſint they ſuppoſe 
that — the ſhorx, when as they 
aredrowned in the gulſe of vacleanneſle ouir 
head and earcs. 1433 lud tome 
Arb. rn 8 


poze men do then? 
:pply cheraſelues all thei 


Zelot. Men maſt 


creaſe in faith and repentance, that when thiy 
come to their end. they may haue a teſtimony 


| of con(cience} that they haue ſedrod God. N 


Lil viſe when ye come tox ficke man and 
aske how ve doth , if 1 


3 — no more as you 


I 


bee dev they Niue offended God. 


the theay the fearcfull-curls, and homible 


due vnto finne',: chat ſo they 


bt vb 1 with remorſe hed crows 


10 -» 


H 4 
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ye ſhould ſhew them allo the glad tidings of 
1 what Chriſt offereth vnto thy 
tent ſinner : ye ſhould teach them what 
— at their hand, how they 
may come vnto it hat promiſe they haue 
made vnto God in baptiſine: yee ſhold in- 
ſtruct them in all the principall points of the 
-Faith : that ſo tue may haue the renuing faith 
which ſhall auſtime and ſaue them. 
Anh. What difference can you ſhew be- 
tweene thoſe which are taught as you would 
7þane them, and ſuch as haue knowledge? they 
can no moze but repent, call fo2z mertie, and 
[/betreve; un bis dotbey aſwell as tbe other, 
Zelot. You thinke there id no difference, 
but there is this difference, that the one part 
don belecue and repent in deed. and the other 
ö t as our Sauiout Chriſt Matth. 19 
th the fayingof God by his Prophet 
This draw neare me with their mouth, 
Norv anne: me with their lippes kat their 
Heart is farte m me. | 
Agent, Thatvis meant when a man doth | 
ſpenke with his mon th, andmeaneth not with 
dis heart, but thele have a eee 


heir unnd. uo 28: 
Erlar. . wmopprochek 


8 his meutb, and hath ſtallawitked heart 
undd an euill conſcience, for chaſe do te mont: 
man ſo farre from God, that ho bürger 
can make him neare vnto him. Cod doo, 


| 1 


N 


TI 
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for — — *, in the hartes of thoſe 
un. ed; . 

— . -Ithinke Gop accepteth the.paaier of 
the honeſt paze man as well as of anie other, 


| and will heart as ſoone:29 be will heare 
pzaier of tbole which know moſt, 1 5 60 
W =7* 
Zelat. God is n Ixce vcr of 


hearcth the poote as well as the Lk =o 
learned; as well as the woe lo 75 


1 


2 caiers be made aright:b 5 

neſt men which nec 

of all knowledge of Gods 12 7 8 
on, it is an 68 for 5 


Waden good. = 
At. Can —— any better p; 
the Lende paaier, "vob 466 1— | 
| 75 ent t moe? 415 


beter e 


he rac 

Yau I$ 
' queſtion, what if; Fal Abl 
with his mouth, & regardeth ee 


{hall his praiet be god 
4th, , Vis is paar cannot be ki 


"© S 


bunt 
* "A 
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0 pheimed de neuer careth rayleth vpon his word, 


eren him, do you not thinke that he 
made a (weer ray er In the like maner he faith, 
Thy will be one” itrearthr as it is in heaven , he 
Fe 202 and i5 ſo fat from deſiring to do the 
dyn that he neter careth for to know i: 
whereby it is euident that he litle meant wich 
his — that which he fiyd with his tongue. 
Morebuer, he would ſeeme in words to 
. that hie and others might do the 
of GU in earth; z the Angels do in hea- 
uerſ: 21d Yet tell Him den he breaketh the wil 
id his anfwerts Iam not ſo preciſe, l 
atm hbt fo curious, I Wilf not be fo ho; y you are 
. the ſpirits: and then he will eden re- 
ch At © ſeemed to ray for. 
nd * rife of thoſe poore ho- 
phe =f which 71 — God heateth ar 


make 1 


— 
— 


e 
1 2 7 eg 85 
i er 
"tion; 


find the! 
t men ane in ſtrü⸗ 
Logs od oth do rtuſt to their 


don dd 31211196) 9 
— — labour an the 


ſe 


1 gre * en ac they do not either 
. — whatt bi - Ver "ae meane the 720 


— * 


A 


2 


A343 


fdr to guide their eps 


ſor faſhion fake; is very 
tre in continual danger, & in contimuillł nerd, 
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c<ildzen to pzonide foz , he muſt follow' the 
wozld, x let pzeaching £0.02 elſe be ſhall beg: 
and fo long as he doth hurt no man, dut dea⸗ 
leth vp2ightly, J thinke God doth: require 
no moꝛe at his hands. Such as baue naught 
elle foz to do, let them ſceke fo2 knowledge. 

Een. Ye are likevnco a hedge whichis 
full of briers and pricking thornes,a man can · 
not lay hold on ye vnleſſe he bring his hedging 


| pioyer and his bill: Ve haue many thingsto 


roud your ſelfe vnder, and to keepe the truth 
from touching of ye: As the Lord in his word 


"hath (er forth the whole armor for a Chriſtiam 


ſouldrer : ſo likewife Satan doch hy ſuggeſtion 
teach men eSarmerhieraſelues agamiithebiord. 
But you muſt be ſtript of your mui cat the 


lenſbye muſt bo ſhewed that it is no ur̃ of 


proofe : Ye ſay tat i a man la uh and 
honeltly all the weelce: thoſe labour (©; which 


doit not alone for ect ſſiy . hut betauſe God 
requireth that men ſhould pai trauell: 
and which haue the word of God at a limterne 
: fot vvlxit ſoeuer a man 


lan his 
word, it is ſinne. To pray vpon the Sabboth 


dete ſ table becauſe we 


und want helpe continually from th Lord. vp · 
pon whom our ſaluation — depend, 
we are commaunded to pray continually, 
or to haue our hearts watching cher enn. 
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To — en 5 
Med 
— — — allow, that men 


ſhould ſteke more after tbe world then alter 
GBod nud ſo make the worldeheir God ,, Ang 
becauſe they haue wife and children to Proud 
for; thercforechey cannot ſcek e to know 
as though we were not commaunded ro-ſerke 
firſt. the kingdome of God. that is to ſeeke that 
chiefly and more then the wotld, & then God 
hath ptumiſed, that all theſe thin ay ode bee 
caſt vponvt . How-ſhalleny-man 
when God maleeth ehis-promile vato all: a3 — 
doth vntoas man as do truſt him. 
T haue bene ynng (ſayth the rophet) and now 
1 W rightegus forla- 
. ſeede beggiug their cad. When 
Free aberdeen, and let prea- 
were euen ac good rr yee mult 
-followthedintll,and let God go-Anditanig- 
norant mam could comme ſo farre as to deale yp- 
-righalyandrobure no man neither in word not 


NED deed((which notwithſtamſdſ ing they come no- 
rae! ory or 


ck og ſerue therarpe: 
3 . woo 

, ſhippedinthar religiõ whic teacheth 
—— ye can looke — 

ye thinke God requireth no more 

honeſt & —— — men? 
1 — pobre la g man t 
ſhould ſiſhe will be hleſſed) meditate Lon 
Wy 


— 


aasee eee ee . mw. As ww ea CL. LL... 


Enairdwelleth? 
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Law, ot his dotiiieday ati night, Plalme 1. 
Likewiſe when he Cath, that be, man is bleſſed 
wich fearethᷣ the Lord; to the end we might 
* which that man is, he addeth immedi- 

atly , he hath great delight in his commaunde- 
ments. But che moſt pat of your honeſt men 
now a dayes, delight ſo much inthe word vf 
God, and e fo much in it, that they cate 
not a button th 
fouc it and ſet as 2 by it as they 
old ſhoe, and are not ſo forward as you do al- 
low. to ſeeke for the knowledge of God; when 
they haue naught elſe for to do: for youthinke 
ye graunt aliberall allowance to God. 

Ath. Mould ye make me beleeue that God 


t 
ough they neuer heare ie they 


do by an 


| doth require that men chould leaue their bu⸗ 


fineſſe : when they be poꝛe and haue charge of 
<i1dzen,and gine themſelnes to feaving, and 
hearing of pzeachings. Would re baus him lot 
his childzen ſterue? 
Zelot. God doth not require chat men 
ſhould leaue their buſineſſe, but as they haue 
times to ſeckefor the things of the body, ſoal- 
85 are there times for to ſeeke for 22250 
7 2 s. God hath not made men for this life, 
but for the world to come. He hath ſet the 
tmiſes of eternall life before them that 
them painfully in his word, men wultnor be 
i bruite beaſtes, all for the belly edv. 


| 4h. Wſhatif chete be no ppenching where 


4 24h, What 
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— What if there be within three or ſoure 
miles ? | 

Atb. ball he runne thz& oz foure miles af- 
fer that? 

Zelot. Ye goe aboue tliree or ſoure miles to 
the market for to prouide meate for the ca- 
rien body, hut ye would not allow a man 

that which is the market day for = 
oode af the foule to go halfe ſo farre. Youare 
the children ofthe world, earth, wormes, thoſe 
 whichlaborfor the meate which periſheth,bue 
will not labour for the meate which indureth 
for euer, Iohn. 6. Ye loue the world, znd the 
things which are in the world, and therefore as 
Saint John faith in his firſt Epiſtle , the loue of 
the father is not in you, yee cannot ſerue God 
and Mammon. 

Arb. Leit em runne that will, when I ſee 
them agree better togetber, then J will heart 
the:when they cannot agree among thiſelues, 
they are vnwiſe which hearken vnto them. 
Zelot. Ye might be à counſeller for your 
graue wiſedome, who is able to anſwere you in 
this matter, when yee daſh forth fo ſtrong an 
= rey grounded vpon ſo great reaſon, and 
infallible principles ? but I pray you. what 
would ye haue done if ye had liucd in the time 
of Jeremy the Prophet, and alſo of other Pro; 
phers, when there werethe Prieſts & the rulers 
inthe Teple,with many y hich toolce yp6 them 
to be Prophets, and to ſpeake in the e 1 


rg S8 „ 


CCC. > a» law & 20 ”y 


ſo knottie and crabbed a peece to clecug, I will 


[4 
: 


The Cointriedivipitie. 131 
the Lord, ſet againſt a few of Gods meſlen- 


ders? What would ye haue done when Chy! 
che and the Pharifies and Pricfts, and all 
the learned againſt him? would ye not haue 
heard Paule, becauſe he diſa 


reed with the falſe 
Apoſtles ? The "6 day foretold that 
there ſhall be hereſies, ſees, and falle teachers 
in the Church, euen tothe worlds end. Your 
great skill hath faughe ye to make ſo good a 
choyce of the time when ye will heare, and to 
take lo long a day, for I warrant ye it will not 
be two weekes before the day of doome , Ye 
ſhould ſpeake plainly andſay:Ye neuer meane 
for to heare , and that ye would with all other 
for to be of the ſame mind; and then ye ſhould 
be litle croubled with Gods word. Crie out a- 
gainſt the preachers, but let E meaning be a- 
gainſt preaching it ſelfe. The Diuell is a very 
skilful work ma. he doth not teach his ſcholert 
to ſay, fie 
bow to ſhiſt themſelues from hearing the ſame. 
Ath. If they would teach men how fo be- 
leene better, then J could be content foz to ſap 
as you ſap : Fut thep mould dine men into 
dilpatre, and cle out of beliefs with 
the feare ol damnation. * 
Zelor, This wedge hath bene driven often 
enough already , neuertheleſſe, ye are 


3 more: the matter is hainouſ- 
uken, that men Preach ſharpely in repre= 


on Gods word: but to find excuſes © 
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hending the vices which now caine. The 
now fayd' to preach nothmg but the Lan, 
which indeede cannot conuert a min from Wy 
godfinelſ:, but of it ſeffe it the ſtrength of fin; 


preach but the dead letter which doth kill. No 
doubt Wholoeucr doth preach no more but the 
LA. and ſo damnatiò is no miniſter of Chriſt, 
But here eth all the matter. men wold be flat- 
ecred and ſoothed in their ſins, they are lot h ſor 
to heare of any iudgement of G againſt wic- 
kedneſſe: nd as they be like ynto * people 
of the Jewes when the Prophetes were ſent vn 
to them, corrupt and cortu — 5 themſelues, 
and grudging againſt the Meſſengers of God 
when they threatned vengeance, and willing 
them not to preach ſo, but to preach! pleafant 
things euen ſo are there now which lay 
pillowes vnder their elbowes and preach 
peace, peace, when all is corrupt in their hues, 
and therefore there can he no peace. He which 


the Church then, and ours now, 
things very like Firſt, alffoulc vices onerflow- 
ing. as among vs: Secondiſ the people preſu- 
ming 1 and counterfeit 


repent 
ding ſharp! 


| ents 50 
9 a = W 


diy, the Pro 15 ſent ot God ce 

y re prouin 55 Sna denounc 
againſt them: Four 
chett at, de 


"+ : 


$5 


they ate ſayd to bee murtherers, becauſe they 


{hall reade the Prophets, ſhall find the ſtate of | | 
in all theſe}. 


their blind Fall 
2258 hy p>Xxiticall prayers, 2s 2 1 
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fFemfeclues hardly dealt withalt: defiring to be 
more tenderly handled, as to heare pleaſant 
things, and to haue them prophecy of wine 
and ſtrong drinke : Laſtly, cerrame Preachers 
fit for rhe turne, healing vp, and ſmoothing 
vp all with ſweete words, and telling chem all is 
wel, all is wel. He which dotirhbut Ughely reade 
ouer the Prophetes alſd cannot find aft theſe 
things. is but a ſump 


thing le inan In like manner, he 
which doth dwell among Vs at this day, & per- 
ceiteth no ſuch matters is but a ſtranger. 
Ab. Nay pot! that are p2ecife Puritans 
doe find fault where there is none: pou con/ 
denine men foz every trifle * whereas ye are 
but men, and haue pour mffrmities as well as 
other, yet pe would make pour (eines as h 
ly as Angels: n 12 
Eclot. Tabhorre the error of the Catheriſtes 
or Puritans, I confeſſe that Tamloden' With 
corruptions: if that be your mtaning,to charge 
me with that opinion, which is wicked and 
dueliſh. But if ye take che name Purteane far 
one which hatht more care to db&y God, theh 
thecommon fort, and theretorelabaureth 
keepe. hunſelfe pute and ynſpotted of bY 
world (as S. James ſpealceth ) then locke to ir, 
hat ye be not found among thoſe which reuile 
note men but God. If ye meane by preciſe men, 
thoſe which are fo ſcrupulous as to make finne 
Here there is none, as your words do plainty 
Aewzthen do Tvcretly — that name for 
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to be called preciſe, & I difallow ſuch fond pers 
cs, vhoſocuer they be. But I know you meang 
thole which walke preciſely as $. Paule willeth, 
& do take heed to their waies:not condemning 
men. but admoniſhing them not in triſles , but 
in waighty matters, although you count them 
trifles . The comandements of God{acthelealt 
ſoine of them) are but trifles with you. You ſee 
not, nor conlider how great the Lord God is, & 
therfore ye dare afirme divers, fins done againſt 
him to be but trilling and (mal, ye meaſure not 
fin with a true meaſure, when ye do meaſyre it 
after the rule of a man. Ie do not know where- 
fore there is eternall death threatped again e- 
uery {mall ſin: yee maruell at that, becauſe yet 
are blind and cannot iudge how great hee 15, 
whole will is diſobeyed. Let me ſet it before ye: 
Doe ye not ſuppoſe that if one of your degree 
thovld fay ſomething againſt ye, that it werea 
\ reproch, as for example, call ye knaue, were: 
not an offence? 3 
- Ath. A thinke J map well (ap he doth offend, 
foz be ought not to deale ſo with his neighboz. 
Zelot. Then he is worthy ſome rebuke far 
his cuill tongue. Ns is 
Aub. Pea, and fo confeſſe his fault alſo. 
el. What if he ſhould give ſuch language 
to a Iuſtice of peace? or to ſome inferior Mag- 
ſtrate? ye will confeſſe the fault is greater ; by 
cauſe it is againſt a higher perſon ? 
Ath. No doubt the fault ſhould be ren 


-- 


hn 
Th 
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and he were woꝛ by to ſit by the bales fog it. 

Zel. What if he ſhould do it to anobleman, 
2 one of tlie chice Counſellors of the des 
were it not then much greater? 

Arch. 3 muſt dœdes tonfeſſe ſo: # ſach a vil · 
laine were worthy foz to loſe his cares. 

Zel, What it he ſhould doit vnto a Prince? 
Aih. He were wozthy then foz to loſe hia 


life. 
 'Zelot, Do ye not know that God is in an in- 


finite degree aboue Princes? they are but duſk 
before him. 

Arb.  Jknow that well enougb J 

Zel. Wherefore haue /e not the reaſon then 
for to cõlider, that thoſe ſins which ſeeme co be 
very ſmull, are cxcceding gteut becauſe they be 
done againſt bis infinite Melly: the ig O — 
of eint point cauſeth matyy raged to make 
but a ligit account of diuerſeſindes candeucn 
to u at them: likewiſe to moclee at thoſe 
which make conſcience of them counting abe 
duer prec iſe and nice. Suck men co not know 
the Lord ariglit in his maſt high Maieſhie * 
They know not the w aizhtineſle« of his law e- 
den in the leaſt point in it. Andit is ouet chil- 
diſh which they obiett againſt the godly, Haut 
not you infirmities ? are vou not men? What 
would they gather hereby, that becauſe men 
kaveinfirmities , therefore they may ndt re- 


„ = 'I 
-% . 
# 87 


| 2 e ſuch as wilfully and careleſly oſfend: 
he 


reſt of your ſpeech is a meere ſlaundet 
12 


" 
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deuice which the diuell hath found out for to 
ſhame true godlmeſſe. For let a man haue but 
the tenth part of the zeale which the word of 
God requireth or neuer fo little a ſparke of in- 
deuor tor to wallce vprightly.and he ſhall haue 
it caſt in his teeth, that he thinketh himſelſe 
halfe a God, and taketh himſelfe to be as holy as 
an Angell. | 

Ath. Anamber do fo indeede, 02 elſe they 
wold not beſo ready foꝛ to checke euerp man: 
and eſtæme ſo well of themſelues. 

Zelot. Doth that bone ſticke in your throte 
ſtill, take heede that it do not choke ye. Ye take 
it for a fore checke ; when any doth refuſe to 
take part with you in your wickedneſſe: fol- 
lowing the counſell of S. Paule, when he faith, 
haue nofellowſhip with the vnfruitfull works 
of darlceneſſe, but rather reproue them. Light u 
come into the world, and mei loue darkeneſſe 
more then light, becauſe their workes be euill. 
How well they eſteeme of themſelues. you can- 
not tell: this is moſt certaine , that althougha 


Godly man hath nothing of his one for to 
boaſt of, becauſe itis the grace of the Lord, 


which hath put the difference yet he may well 


thinkebettcr of himſelfe, then of che wicked, 
and ſuch as haue no regard to ſerue God but 
in afew words. 
Huh. Do pe thinks that there be none whid 
are ouer pꝛeciſe: which would ſeeme foz to be 
-holp,and pet are not? 


Zelot. Ib 


nd 
A 
yt, 
hath 


- 
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Zelot. The diuell is a cunning workematy,! 
when he ſeeketh for to bring the truth into diſ- 
credite, he can play on both hands, he can de- 
cee on euery ſide And therefore he hath ſome 
vaine and curious braines which are oucr pre- 
cile in things which are no fin paſſing by foule 
& great ins intheſelues, which is a.great vani- 
ty, and vnder colour of godly zeale, which they 
would ſeeme for to haue, they couer their bit- 
terneſle euen of worme wood, and gall: which 
vacharitably ſometimes they caſt forth vppon 
ſuch as are more godly then themſe lues. But 
this ought not for to be any diſcredit vnto ſuch 
25 are Zcalous and earneſt againſt thoſe things 
which are vices indeed, although they ſeeme 
to be neuer fo ſinall: as for example, when one 
doth ſweare as you did. by his faith, or by bread, 
of fire: tell him of it: what is his anſwet?yeare' 
oer preciſe: I meaneno hurt neither to God 


vor men: I ſpcake earneſtly, l do not lie: If it be 


aſin it is but a (mall ſin. But ſee how groſſe an 
txcuſe this is, he break eth the commandement 
God, and yet he meaneth no hurt: Chriſt our 
7 teacher doth ſtraightly vrge it, and yet he 

ich it is but a ſinall ſin, a thing not to be regar- 
ted. How much diſhowdoe! 15 this to our heuer 
Maiſter, to ſay that he tauglit things ſo ſmall 
nd trifling, that they are not to be regarded? 
Ah. Well, if is happy that we ſhal beſaves 
faith inCh2ilk , although we be finfull bs 
1, ſhed his bloud foz by TE 9 

$ * 
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nod by him what would ye haue moze? 

Zel. It is happy indecd for thole which haue 
faich, ſor they are cleanſed from their fins , But 
ſuch as you ſeełe no more but to make the 
death of Chriſt as an eaſie ſcore to let all pon: 
for ye are lie to the man which thinking that 
he ſhold haue all of his hoſteſſe for ſcoring g vp. 
tooke very liberaliy:ye tiunke the reckenin? is 
now ſo cafte,that ye may ſet cocke a hoope , all 
is paid for. But if I [hould trie your faith by the 
word,ycſhold ſec that ye haue litle enough, & 
therefore your {core will faile in the ode and 
ow to a greater payment then ye ſuppoſe. 
Ab. Mhhatſoeuer you ſay. ve hall ncuer 
deiue me from belcuing in Chzift, no; all the 


foztof ye. 


Zeal; I would not for ten thouſand worlds be 
the man which ſhould driue any one from the 


faith in Chriſt, I doſeeke ro brine g ye vnto the 
faith in Chriſt. 

Atb. Ye may keepe ſuch ſcrking fo pour (clf 
and let me alone: belœue as well ag you,taks 
care fo2 pour ſelte, you ſhall not anſwere fo; 


me. 


Zelot. Now ye are ſure I trow, ſer this 


niche, 58 haue ſtopped my mouth, apd giuen 


the a hone to gnaw vppon. But pray ye  thall 
on — for you in no refpett 2. What itl 
d and ready for to fall into the pit 


—— e dees will not bree 
eee er va, vue 


lays 
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Iyd vrto my (charge, that I wanted loue? 
Therefore I can ealily pull your bridle out of 
my mouth, & be ſo bold as for to meddle with 
ye.: we will alitle trie, becauſe yee bragge fo 
ſtoutly, how ell ye beleeue. Ye beleeue Chriſt 
was crucifieg, and ſuffered ypon the Crofle:but 
afeye able for to proue that ye beleeue in Chritt 
cracihed ? | 
Ash. I (ay J do, are pou able fo; to diſpꝛoue 
me | | 

Zelot. Sinne is not ſlaine in ye, therefore ye 
do not. 4 

Ath. Now pꝛoue pe that iin is not flaine in 
me: | 

Zelor. Becauſe it doth raigne in ye, therefore 
it is aliue. 

A.. I know not what ys meane bythat. 

Zelot. Ve are led by ſinne, ye delight in ie, ye 
haue not mortified the luſts and concupiſcen - 
ces of the ſame: md therefore ye haue not lear- 
ned Chriſt, as Saint Paule ſpeaketh, Epheſtans 
Te hau: not put off the old man, and put on 
the new min? tlie death and paſſion of Chriſt 
hath not ſlaine ſinne in you: for to beleeue in 
Chriſtcrucified,is for to be crucified with him, 
isthe Apoſtles do teach in ſundry places, The. 
reaſori js this, Chriſt was notcrucified for to 
fh nn in himſelfe (or he had nonę) but in his 


members, which are joyned and knit vnto hig! 
ieh, ia ehem che force antf power ok His 


th Guin it ſelfe: now hewhie kl! 
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he feeleth himlelf crucified concerning the bo- 
dy ol ſin, his faith in the paſſion of Chriſt is but 
a dead faith, and cannot ſaue him. This is the 
cauſe wh: S. Paule faich, Rom. 8. that thoſe 


bur after the ſpirit. S. Ion ſaith, i Epiſtle chap. z. 
Ye know that he was made manifeſt to take a- 
way our {ins,& in him was no ſin: Whoſocuer 
abideth in him ſinneth not he that Ganeth hath 
not ſcene him, nor knowne him. 

Ath. Then by that reaſon, pe would pꝛoue 
that all that belæue in Chiſt are perfen with⸗ 
out ſin: thinke all are ſinners, 

Zedot. Whoſoeuer is borne of God ſinneth 
not. 1. Iohn 3. . 

4h. 5s there any man Wb4an ſay = 
be is without ſfinne 2 

Fel. Not one which ſiueth in this fleſh, 

Ath. Then ve are contrary bnto your ſelſe: 
ſoz eut᷑ now pe layd: Chat ſuhoſocuer abidoth 
in Chailk ſinneth not, and he which is bozneof 
God ſinneth not:and now ye couleſſe 9387 all 
e ſo long as ther live. 


4 


this worke of the death of Chriſt in him, that 


which are in Chriſt , walke not after the flelh, 


— be found in one man 5 


— . 
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ther at one time Hc confeſſeth that there 
was a Jaw in his members, rebelhng againſt 
the law of his minde, and leading him captiue 
to the la of ſinne. And yet a little before in 
the ſame Chapter hee ſaytn, That he did not 
commit the euill, but fo which dvelt in him. 
The reaſon which he maketh is. that he did cõ- 
ſent vnto the law, & would haue done the good, 
but he did the cuill which he bated. Jomake 
the matter plaine, thus it is: S Paule was rege» 
nerate,but yet not in full perfection. ſor the E- 
nant of ſin did abide in him that which the part 
regenerate did, or coucted to doe, or conſented 
vnto, that hee ſaith he did: and that which the 
corruption which did ſtill remaine in him, for- 
ced hun for to do that he faith he did not, but. 
ſin which dwelled in him . He doth eſtecme | 
himſelfe in the part regenerate, he counteth the 
remnants of the old man, to bee hut as excre - 
ments; or as a dead carion, whichdid abide in 
him, & annoy dim. His delight and deſire was 
vpan the good, he hated the cuill and therfore 
when he did ſin, becauſe it was againſt his con- 
ſent and agamſt his will, it was no obedience 
which he gaue vnto it: he did not thereſore 
ſerne ſin, neither did ſimne raigne ouer him, hut 
e eee ouer him ; which he | 


7 anon What ye meane tuhen vt 
have ſapd what yecan all maſt be ſinners. 
Eels Ye max very caſily perſwade me to 
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beleeue that yee know not what I meant, I 
your fue wits were fiſteene, they would helpe 
nothing in this caſe . Becauſe yet know not 
what this meaneth, ye know not what faith in 
Chriſt crucified meancth,ye know notwhatre-' 
pentance meaneth , ye catt ſee no difference of 
ſinners: all are finners ſa you, and the deatli of 
Chriſt is that which ſaueth, not conſidering 
that the death of Chriſt firſt killeth thoſe 
whom it maketh aliue. For this cauſe men are 
greatly ouetſhot oftentimes: when they come 
vnto a ſicke man, they thinke if he ſay, I belreue 
Chriſt died for my ſinnes, and ſhed his bloud 
for me. that then all is at well as may be . If it 
were faith indeed in the bloud of Chriſt, they 
mult needes be in good caſe: for all that be · 
lecue in him, ſhull be ſaued. But they ſtay vp- 
on 2 bare fantaſie, which is a dead and weake 
25 , not making them to feele the power of 
the death of Chriſt. Ignorance is ſo deepely fet- 
led in mens miads, that let a min be neuer ſo 
wicked, neuer ſo farre from true knowledge of 
Gods, if he can make but ſome generall confet- 
ſion, they neuer looke further . And becauſe 
they fee almoſt all ( howfotuer they line) find 
this ie maketh them alſo to betarelefſc;andnt? 
ver for to thinke of the new birth, df which” 
Chriſt ſpealceth, vhẽ he faith vnto Nicodemut: 
eicepta man be borne aguitie te einnot ſee the 
kingdotneof God: This he birth is Thiit ones 
atthe doeres;and thereforens doube God * 
ut 
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ſhut them out of his kingdome which make no 
account of it. 

A. h. Make your lelfe neuer ſo ſkilfull es 
pe cannot tell wyich man God lauetd e which 
he condemneth. 

Zel. It is not the will of God, that We hold 
take vpon vs for to pronounce vpon any mau, 
and to ſay he is damned:becauſe we muſt leaue 
the ſecret counſell of God vnto himfelfe ho is 
not bound vnto vs, to giue any account of his 
doings. But I pray ye let vs alitle confider bow 

tlus headleſſe bolt of yours is ſhot forth againſt 
true godlineſſe. Thus you reaſon, no man can 
tell who ate ſaued and ho are 1 there» 
fore we are not for to carefor tryall of our faith 
and repentance : and that therefore the rules 
which are giuen in the word of God in theſe 
points are nothing worth. Euery man may 
ſearch and know in hunſelte, whether he he in 
good caſe ot not: & we ouglit euery one ſorto 
try our ſelues by that which the word teacheth 
ſo plentifully I would wilh ye to conſider what 
the cauſe is why the greateſt multitude go: to 
del truction: euen becauſe they know not᷑ theſe 
taings, and therefore ſce not the great daunger 
Which they be im hut can boldly beare thãſelues 
ig hand, ws they ſhall do well — Many 
do laugh euen in TY middeſt of deſtuton;b 
Mmeanc that they cap {pore themſelues auen in 


1 things which are their hane : and 


all becauſe they truſt to this belieſa · which 
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you brag of. For as on the one (ide true Faith& 
true repentance,and conuerſion vnto God, do 
ſalue all che ſores and ſiclene ſſes of the ſoule e- 
uen fo the common dead faith and counterſeit 


repentance may be called the diuels plaifer, by 


which de doth a litle in the top, ſor a time, ſalue 
the deepe and deadly wounds, but they rancle 
within, and bring vtter deſtruction . It is great 
pitie that the word of God is not layd open in 
al places, that the le might come tothe vn- 
derſtanding of Chriſt and his power, in cranf- 
lating them out of the power of darłkneſſe into 
hit leingdom of light: xhich is wrouzhe with 
great and diligent teaching, becauſe men ate 
made of a dull metall, and hard to conceiue ſpi- 
rituall and heauenly things. 

Ath. Mell J muſt leaue ve now: ve haue 
dealt very hardly with me: it were god that 
vou Puritanes ſhould conſider pour ſelues, £ 
become better ſubiecs to the Pꝛince. 

Zelot. I am liketo haue a very good farewell 
at your hands, for all my trauell in teaching ye. 
But I looked for no other reward from ye: the 
black Moore cãnot chige his he w, nor the Cat 
of the mountaine her ſpots . I muſt ſuffer your 
reproch, for if they hane called the good manof 
the houſe Beelzebub , how much more thoſe 
which be of his houſhold? 
Thoſe which conſider not theraſclues , are 
worſe then mad men: Itold ye before, that I do 
not allow tha 9 accu 
ation, 
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ſat ion, I ſcorne and defie it: I may boldly rake 
the Lord as a witneſſe vnto my conſcience, that 
] do honour and obey the Prince, and that I do 
condemne, hate and accurſe al diſobedience vn · 
to the higher powers. But this hath euer bin the 
ready way which the diuell hath vſed to bring 
thoſe which feare God into hatred: by his inſtru- 
ments to charge the to be enemies vnto Princes. 
Chriſt was accuſed of treaſon, and condenined 
as an enemy to Cæſar. Saint Paul diverſe times, 
was thought to be a man which did trouble the 
ate. And whoſocuer ſhalreade the ancient ſic» 
ries of the Church, ſhal find that this continued 
ſtill from time to time. | 

Ath. Are not theremany which conntthem- 
ſelues ber y holp. and pet bzeake the Quienes 
lawes? uche 

Zelot. What if it ſhould fall out, as it doth 
fall out ſome tunes, that godly Princes come 
mand ſomething which is contrary vnto Gods 
word, ſhould we obey Godor menꝰ It is a very 
groſſe thing to thinſce. that a man for obeying 
God doth diſobey his Prince. I would: know 
this alſo, whether the breachof particular 
law, doth make a man by & Dy an calllfabiet 
to his Prince? if it ſhould, I thinke true ſubicts 
might ſoone benubred:Likewife, I old ho] 
this, whether a man which is diſobedient vnts 
God and deſpiſeth his lawes, can for conſcience 
fake be obedient vnto his Prince? Hauing bim 
found vnfaichfull to God, ſhall he be iudged 
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faithfull to men? And where as ſuch as youc 

out againſt choſe hich profeſſe the Goſpell, 
that they breake the Queenes lawes. & are not 


the Queenes friends, l anſwer ye thu-: Iwill ad- 
uenture all that I have that let proofe be made, 
& thoſe which haue this moſt in their mouths; 


the 


Queecnes lawes, the Quecnes lawes . as 
thougi they were altogether made of obedicte, 
Mall be found to breake two for tlieir one, who 
they axcuſe. If ye did cry out in this matter mo- 
ned uit a good conference , then would ye be 
cattfull for to keepe the lawes your ſelues: and 
ie haue cute of Princes lau es, then would ye 
haue care of Gods lawes. 
eth, UWheretacan ye accuſe me? 
el. lmeane not tu accuſe you, but ro ſpeake 
that which I know by a nũber, they breꝛꝭce het 
mae ſties la wes in their apparell, in their meate, 
inte ir words being blaſphemers &raylers, in 
quarteliing,& fighang,m cicing & carding, & 
heavling . & in matu/ ech like: And becauſe ye 
ec oft af this:vho are the Quꝛenes tricds? 
Iny none but ſuch as fate God: for the wicked 
& ungodly do prouoke God vnto anger azainit 
the teu me, & do ptocure the deſttuction of it, 
Gol hie areth the praiers of ſuch as feare & loue 
s labres; w lie they cry voto him for theit Prince: 
therfore there can be no more vtter enemies vn- 
to Princes, then ſuch as are wicked againſt God. 
Nov this is a very prepoſterous thing, that you 
which are rebels againſt God, ſhold beate men 
| 1 
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ceeding great bleſſings which he hath by her 
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in hand, that ye be the friends of the Prince, & 
that ſuch as are godly, they mult be counted e- 
nemies. 


Ath. J tan ſay no moze but God bleſſe and 


ſaue her. | 
Zelot. Amen I pray God for his mercy fake 


graunt that we may be thank full for thoſe ex- 


heaped vpon vs, both tor body and ſoule, & the 
Lord giue vs louing & obedient harts towards 
her. An ꝗ alſo I beſeech God to keepe her out of 
the hand of her enemies, to gouerne her with: 
his bleſſed ſpirit, that ſhe may exalt and magni 
fie his glorious Goſpell more and more, & re- 
paire the ruines of his Church: and ſo glori- a 
lie him in this world, that in the — 
world to come e may be ws 
glorified foreuer, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


